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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE CONMITTEER

102WD WEETING

2200 petn.y Wednesday 10th March 1976, in the

Leader's Room at the House of Commons

AGENDA

1. Migutes of the 10lst Meeting
EAture Business

3. Fortheoming events

[ Direct Dlections fo the Europeen Parliament =
paper by Mr. Hurd and background note by
the Research Department ICC/76/102a and b =
previously cireulated

5. Any other busineas

Conservative Resecarch Department CFE/GSB
24 014 Queen Street, Iondon SWl 4.3.76
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Mirates of the 102nd Heeting held at 5.00 p.m.
. on Wednesday, 10th March 1975, in the Leader's
" Room at the cha;‘o.f Gem}nonﬁ "

Present: Mrs. Thatcher (in the Chair)

Sir Keith Joseph {item-4} - -~ -
Lord Cayrington, Lord Hailsham
Moo -(items 1,2,3)
- jr, Mawdling, Sir Gecffrey Howe
e Prior, Wr, FPym, Mr. Gilmour
Ly M. ' Jenkin, Mr. Peyton
. ... ¥x. B%t. John-Stevas, Mr. Heseltine
Mr, Riigon, Mr, Maude .
Mr. Buchanan-Smith, Mr. Edwarde
S My. Nesve, Mrs. Oppenheim
s oo Mew Biffen, Loxd Therneycroft

T . stkins

In attendance: Nr. Hurd, Mr. Butler, Mr. Stanley
: . . Mr, Douglas, Nr, Nicholson

spologiest Kirs Whitelaw

Propoped Business for the Week 15th = 22nd Narch

(The following ia Busipess as proposed at the time of
the L&C meeting. As a result of the Government defeét later
that evening, and the logs of the business on llth March,
the business for Monday, 15th March end Tuesday,-16th: March
was pignificently altered,)

On Monday, 1l5th March there would te a Bupply Day with
subject to be decided. At 10,00 p.m,.the debate on Broadcasting
the Proceedings of the House mould be resumed (Mr. Peyton).

. On Tuesday, 16th Maroh, Mg.. Luce would seek leave to
introduce his Transpors (Amandment) Bil under the 10 Minmute
Rule. . This would be followed by the Second Reading of the
Waignte ‘and Meesurea ko Bill (Mrs, Oppenhein,. Mr, Lemont)
?.'mi a Mot%on on the Local Loans {Increase of Limit) Order

Mr. Nott).

On Wedhesdiy,” 17th March Mr, I, Ridley would eoek.leave
to introduce his Coal Industry (Amendment) Bill under the 10
Mimite Rule, This would be followed by = Supply Day with
subject $o-be decifed, At 10.00 p.m. there would bs fhe
Remaining.Stagee of Houmjng: (Amendment) (Scotland) Bill
(Mr. Buchanan=Smith, Mr. Taylor)'and of th¢ Bducation (School-
ieaving dates) Bill {Mr. St. John Stevas, Dr. Hampson).’

¢n Thureday, 18th March until gbout 7.00 p.m.’ there would
be consiferation of Iords Amendments to the Trade Union and
Tebburi Relatiens (imendment) Bill (Mr. Prior) followed by the
Consolidated Yund (No. 2) Bidl,
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A} My
we.-should Sake m&;ﬂs the ?reas

on Fridey, 19tk March there would be Privete Members®
¥otions, the meticons being those of Mr. Alison on Teaching
of Religion in Scheols (Mr, St, Jomn-ftevas), Mr. Davies on
Educational Refnrm a.m‘.l Mr. Heffer on Rereremsum on Devolution
and :I'.ndepand

On Mondey, 22nd lﬂe.rch there wcruld be a Motion on EEC
Document R{Elo/‘?ﬁ on haerg (Mr. Biffen).

Vetters aris:l.g on Bu.mnessl
a) Sub ects ril:heB\:. [ Dave

Qhera px a'liiscusnion. . It waaA BEesd that:

N L) Bhop.‘l.d oﬂ’ex MOnW) 15"511 ¥arch tc the minority
parties and thus diﬁgharge ou!* :.nte.nhon of letting them have
o of our Supplar Daars'

ii)  Me,gh evoth haﬂ.‘f of the Supply Dey on Wednesday,
17th March o & de‘oata Yot 'prdvete remted housing, upon which
we should vote, and the mecond half to = debate on commuter
rail services, on which we should not vote and not disclose
our policy in sny dsta;l- )

iii) We Bhould seell to ﬂeha.t.e personal tamtion on &
further supply dey if one srags before the Budget.

b} Weights end Mesmures &c Bill
Mo . Dppenhein-mpamd..nn_ths dfscypaion in Btesring

Committge ¢n Monday, 8th ¥arch, and in the backbenchers®
Rricas and ira CQEmittee.

i)  Wa ah.ould. vote againat the Bill ona raaaoned

amengimont w!.th 8 w0 line whip- -

i I’he ree.sun amefndmen!h»woulﬂ 1.nd:mx1:a that we
condemned the Govertmeiit®s ahdling-of the issue, and their
Feilure to proviﬂe edaguate information regarding safeguards
and axceptions, ' The final -drefting snd & decision on whether
the amendmwent ww.}.a ‘refer 10 speci‘fic exclueions, such ag- for

nilk, petrel and ‘wouli b 5 to Mrs. Oppanhe:.m. in.
consultgtion witlt‘Mrs. Ihat Sir c—auffre'y Howe and .. . -
Mr. Atkine, : .

¢} Trade Union and Labour Relations (Amendment) Bill

?rior would discués what line
the detate on this Bill
in the’ light of legﬁ.l aﬁifvpe

.. 43}, - The Benaarch Depaytment wnu,ld prepare a liet of the
nurber. pf, timea we have voted on frasdom of the prees snd fhe
Adssugs o ;rg cnmc;enpe with reégard. to.the cicsed
shop in’ th ehe,fas 'on. thin Bil?.? ;’o;- circulation- within the
Party
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d) gther pointe
It wes_sgreed that:

i) We snould protest st having to vote at 11.30 p.m.
on Monday, 15th March on the subject of Broedoasting the
Proceedings of the Housa.

1i) Members of the Shadew Cabinet wight vote in support
of Mr, N. Ridley's Coal Industry (Amendment) Bill on
Wednesday, 17th March.

1ii}  We should esk the Government h¢ bake the EET Document
R/253/76 on siting the joint Buropesn Torus tegether with the
EEC paper R/210/76 on Energy.

Chan the Public enditure White FPaner

It was ageed that we should vote against the main
Government motion on the White Papar on Public Expenditure
that night, irrespective of how the Tribunc Group decided Yo
vote.

Direct Flections to the Furopesn Parliament

Mr, ¥eudling and kr, Hurd reported on the situation,
indicating that there wae a possibility of delay in the EEC
Prime Ministers remching agreement ¢on peints of detail, and
that the target date of 1978 might not be met.

There wae a diecuesion. It wap pgreed that:

i) We should empkesise in gll speeches on the subject
thet we were committed in principle to direct elections to
the Eurtpean Assembly, and that we wished these te take placs
a8 800N a8 & Sensible syetem could be developed, and 25 scon
ap diffieuities regarding, for example, the balance between
urben and rurel arsas, shd the linke between the Surcpssn
Aspembly ard the Westmineter Parliament cowld be overcome,

ti}  The guestion of the link between the Furcpean
Assenbly and the Westminstsr Parliament was vitally important.

iii) fThere should be & paper on how limison between the

Oenservativea and other BEuropnesn parties would affect this
question, end it wae understood thet one was being prepared.

The meeting cloged et 6,10 p.m.
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