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FUTILE SACRIFICE

THE GUNS FALL SILENT IN PORT STANLEY WHILE THE TEM-IS OF ARGENTINA'S
S.JRREDER ARE DISCUSSED. THE COUNTLESS aILTITUZ;ES WHO THREE DAYS
AOC C1c.:7) EAGERLY FOR PEACE IN THE PLAZA DE MAYO IN THE FRESECE
OF POPE JOn PAUL II ARE :31J HAVINGTHEIR WISH GRANTED. IT IS
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OF POPE JOHN PAUL II ARE NOW HAVING TIMR WISH GRANTED. IT IS
nDRE THAN LIKELY THAT THESE SAME MULTITUDES WILL NOW SET ABOUT

INVESTIGATING JUST WHY IT WAS NECESSARY TO GO SO FAR, AND TO PAY
SUCH A HIGH PRICE, TO REACH A POINT WHICH COULD BE FORECAST FROM

POE START.

• nrjw mAT THE CONTEST CF AIMS HAS YIELDED ITS DECIION, THE MILITARY
JUNTA INBUENOS AIRES WILL HAVE TO PROVIDE SCME KIN: OF SATISFACTION

TO PUBLIC OPINION, WftICH IT DRAGGED SO HEEDLESSLY INTO WARLIKE
ENTHUSIASM AND EXTREMES OF NATIONALISM.

THIS SAME MILITARY GOVERNMENT, OVER THE LAST TWO YEARS, ALLOWED
INFLATION TO REACH UNBEARABLE LEVELS, AS A RESULT OF DISPROPORT—
IONATE EXPENDITURE ON THE ARMED FORCES. THE POSSIBILITY CF WAR

WAS KEPT PROMINENTLY ALIVE DY THE ARGENTINE MILITARY LEADERS —
AND THE WAR WHICH WAS DUE TO LREAK OUT WITH CHILE BEGAN, EVEN MORE
RASHLY, WITH ENGLAND WHICH AS WELL AS BEING A CIVILISED COUNTRY

IS A NATION WHICH ARGENTINA ALWAYS STROVE TO IMITATE IN ITS
ARISTOCRATIC TRADITIONS.

THE BRITISH ARISTOCRACY , HOWEVER, NOT ONLY CULTIVATED ITS LANDS
AND ITS COUNTRY HOUSES: IT ALSO CULTIVATED COMMONSENSE. THIS WAS
REPUDIATED FROM THE START BY THE MILITARY JUNTA WHEN IT OPTED FOR
AN AGGRESSION WITHOUT ANY JUSTIFICATION WHATSOEVER AGAINST A
BRITISH TERRITORY.

IN THE OOMDATWHICH P-!SUED, THE ARGENTINE AIR FORCE COVERED ITSELF

WITH MILITARY GLORY splicoLcm 7A/T THIS GLORY WAS NOT REFLECTED ON
THE REGIME AND WAS OBTAINED AT TOO HIGH A PRICE. IN THE FALKLA!jD

ARCHIPELAGO IT WAS NOT THE BLOOD OF THE MEMDER3 OF THE JUNTA WHICH
WAS SHED, BUT THAT OF YOUNG MEN FROM ARGENTINA AND ENGLAND. THE
ARGENTINE PEOPLE WERE SACRIFICED TO THE VERY END IN A WAR WHICH
THEY NEVER WANTED AND ABOUT WHICH THEY :c'ERE NEVER CONSULTED, UNTIL
IT WAS ALREADY TOO LATE AND THE CIVIC TEMPERATURE HAS RISEN THROUGH
A SPONTANEOUS EFFECT TO BE FOUND IN ANY COUNTRY IN THE CIRCUM—
STANCES.

TO KEEP UP THIS ARTIFICIAL ENTHUSIASM THE ARGENTINE JUNTA ADOPTED

ME POLICY CF SYSTPATIC LYING SEMICOLON LYING TO THE WORLD AND
TO ITS GIN PEOPLE. NILITARY VICTORIES 'ATRE INVENTED TTECAUSE
THE OCVENENT 4AS ALWAYS TOO WEAK TO TELL THE WHOLE TRUTH.
WITHOUT LYING, HOW WOULD IT HAVE LEEN POSSIBLE TO JUSTIFY AN
UNJUSTIFIABLE AGGRESSION? WITOUT TRANSFOR7-ING ENGLAND AND ITS
r,VE=NT INTO !-'ONSTROUS FIGUP.ES, HOW '::CUL: IT Lc. POSSIDLr TO
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CONCEAL THE LONG DRAWN-OUT NONSTROSITY COXMITTED BY A BELLICOSE
REGIME NOTONLY AGAINST ITS OWN COUNTRY BUT AGAINST THE ENTIRE

REGION., 'IHICH WAS CHANGED FROM ONE DAY TO THE NEXT, AND WITHOUT

ANY Ii0TIVE, INTO A THEATRE OF WAR?

FACED WITH SUCH RECKLESSNESS ENGLAND CONTINUED TO ACT AS A

CIVILISED COUNTRY. IT WAS PRUDENT IN LAUNCHING COMBAT, ALLOWING


TINE FOR ALL EFFORTS AT NEGOTIATION SEMICOLON IT CONTINUED TO BE

PRUDENT WHEN WAR WAS ALREADY INEVITABLE, IN ORDER TO AVOID

FXCESSIVE SACRIFICE ON THE ARGENTINE AS WELL AS THE BRITISH SIDE

SEMICOLON AND IT WAS PRUDENT EVEN UP TO THE FINAL ASSAULT, CARRIED

OUT IN SUCH A WAY AS TO ACHIEVE THE SAME OBJECTIVE. THIS DIFFERENCE
IN BEHAVIOUR MUST HAVE BECOME EVIDENT EVEN TO THE ARGENTINE SOLDIERS*
WHO.SURRENDERED ON I1ANY OCCASIONS WITHOUT OFFERING FURTHER

RESISTANCE. THESE SOLDIERS - MANY OF THEM RAW RECRUITS - WERE

DRAGGED 13LINDLY INTO A FUTILE WAR. WE KNOW THAT IF IT HAD DEPENDED

ON GENERAL OALTIERI, ARGENTINA WOULD AS EASILY HAVE LOST 4,CCC

OR EVEN 40,000 MEN AND WHO KNOWS HOW MANY MORE THAN THAT. WHEN

A WAR IS LAUNCHED IN AN IRRESPONSIBLE,MANNER, IRRESPONSIBILITY

TOUCHES ALL THE ACTIONS OF THOSE 4H0 LAUNCHED IT, SO WAS IT ALSO

IN THE LAST WORLD WAR WHEN THE NAZI-LEADER WAS READYTO ACCEPT
THE TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF GERMANY, BECAUSE IN THAT WAY NO WITNESSES

* 	 iMONG HIS FELLOW- COUNTRYMEN WOULD SURVIVE TO SEE THE QUOTE FINAL


TRUTH UNQUOTE OF A WICKED REGIME,

THE ARGENTINE JUNTA HAS, THROUGHOUT THIS CONFLICT, PROVIDED AMPLE

EVIDENCE OF ITS IMATURITY. THAT IT 'IAS NOT EVEN REPREHNTATIVE

OF THE NATION ITSELF WAS EVIDENT FROM THE START SEMICOLON AND IT

WAS-REVEALED WITH ABSOLUTE CLAE:ITY WHEN MORE THAN A MILLION

ARGENTINES GATHERED IN THE PLAZA DE MAYO AND CALLED FOR PEACE IN

FRONT OF THE SUPREME PONTIFF OF THE CHURCH,

IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN NOW WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO ARGENTINA WHEN THE

FINAL COUNT IS MADE OF WHAT THIS WAR COST AN ILL-TREATED AND

ABUSED NATION. ARGENTINA IS NOT THE COUNTRY OF THOSE GENERALS

AND AD;4IRALS WHO ALONE WANTED THE WAR. THE TIME HAS COME TO REPLACE

A GOVERNENT WHICH HAS- FAILED IZRE THAN ONCE, AND IN A CATASTROPHIC

MANNER. DUT THE SAME REGIME WHICH BROUGHT ARGENTINA TO THIS GIM

PASS TOOK IT UPON ITSELF ALSO TO LICIUIDATE THE POLITICAL LIFE OF
THE COUNTRY, TO NEUTRALISE ITS INSTITUTIONS, AND TO DEORALISE
ITSELF BY MEANS OF EPISODES SUCH AS THE RECENT DEPOSITION OF

GENERAL-PRESIDENT VIOLA.

IN THIS SENSE, ARGENTINA FACES THE FUTURE WITH EPTY HANDS, ITS

LEAZE7S MAY PERHAPS HAVE LEARNED AT LEAST WH.4-1 COUNTRIES CF OUR



LEADERS MAY PERHAPS HAVE LEARNED AT LEAST WHAT COUNTRIES OF OUR

TIXE NEED TO LEARN, THE ART OF LIVING TOGETHER ONE WITH ANOTHER.
MDDERN WARFARE HAS DECOME EXCESSIVELY EXPENSIVE AND EXCESSIVELY
PAINFUL. IN ARGENTINA, WHO WILL PAY THE PRICE OF THE BLOOD THAT
HAS BFEN US7IESSLY SPILLED?
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