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House of Commons Defence Committee: Enquiry into Successor Systems

MR. ALEXANDER

In his minute dated 9th M "-the Secretary of State for Defence seeks the
Prime Minister's agreement that he should ”play it long'" on the submission of
Government evidence to the House of Commons Deﬂfence Committee on their
enquiry into Polaris successor systems, and av01d'nbreach with the
Committee as long as possible.

Zie At the time he sent his minute the Secretary of State for Defence was not
aware of the Polaris successor timetable now pro posed by the White House for an
exchange of letters in the last week of June and a public announcement on 1st July.
If this timetable can be achieved - and in many ways it su1ts us well - it should

not be too d1ff1cult to strlng the Commlttee along for the next seven weeks,

-partlcularly w1th the Spr1ng Bank Hollday 1nterven1ng It w111 be 1mportant to
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maintain the Committee's goodw1ll in order to do everythlng possible to ensure a
favourable reception of the ;:{)ﬂfl; ;:nouncement in the House when it is made.
This is particularly desirable, because there will probably be complaints that a
policy decision of this magnitude should not have been taken before a major
Commons debate on the issue.

Sl The proposed timetable is at present very sensitive. I therefore
recommend that the Prime Minister repl-y to t.hé. Secietary of State for Defence by
agreeing to his suggestion to play this long, but accepting the desirability of
keeping the Committee happy by rn;etlng their wishes so far as possible,
particularly in regard to their proposed visits to Faslane and Rosyth which, as he
says, raise no real security problem. It might indeed be usefully suggested to

the Committee that they ought to start their enquiry by making these visits in order

to improve their understanding of the practical issues involved.

ROBERT ARMSTRONG
12th Mavy, 1980
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