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From the Private Secretary 4 December 1979 

Mr. G e o f f r e y C h a n d l e r c a l l e d on t h e Prime M i n i s t e r 

t h i s morning. They had a g e n e r a l d i s c u s s i o n about t h e 

December and J a n u a r y NEDC m e e t i n g s . 


One p o i n t w h i c h I ought t o r e c o r d i s t h a t Mr. C h a n d l e r 

t o l d t h e Prime M i n i s t e r t h a t Mr. Murray was u n l i k e l y t o be 

p r e s e n t a t t h e J a n u a r y m e e t i n g . T h i s was b e c a u s e he was 

p l a n n i n g t o be on h o l i d a y abroad a t t h a t t i m e . The 

Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she would p r e f e r i t i f Mr. Murray 

c o u l d a t t e n d , and a s k e d Mr. C h a n d l e r t o s e e i  f he c o u l d 

p e r s u a d e Mr. Murray t o break i n t o h i s h o l i d a y . 


Mr. C h a n d l e r has s i n c e t o l d me t h a t he has spoken t o 

Mr. Murray, who has t a k e n note o f t h e Prime M i n i s t e r ' s p o i n t . 

He (Mr. Murray) i n t e n d s to c o n s i d e r t h e m a t t e r f u r t h e r i n 

t h e l i g h t o f tomorrow's NEDC meet i n g . A p p a r e n t l y , he f e e l s 

t h a t i f tomorrow's m e e t i n g goes w e l l and i f t h e r e p r o m i s e s 

t o be no d i f f i c u l t y w i t h t h e J a n u a r y m e e t i n g , he would p r e f e r 

not t o a t t e n d . T h i s i s not j u s t b e c a u s e of h i s not w a n t i n g 

t o b r e a k i n t o h i s h o l i d a y ; he i s a l s o c o n c e r n e d t h a t , i f he 

were t o make a s p e c i a l e f f o r t t o a t t e n d , h i s t r a d e u n i o n 

c o l l e a g u e s might t a k e umbrage - on the grounds t h a t he would 

not appear to have c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e i r a b i l i t y t o h a n d l e the 

J a n u a r y m e e t i n g . However, i f tomorrow's m e e t i n g goes b a d l y 

and i t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e J a n u a r y m e e t i n g i s g o i n g t o be d i f f i c u l t , 

Mr. Murray w i l l s e r i o u s l y c o n s i d e r a t t e n d i n g i t . 


N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g what Mr. Murray has t o l d Mr. C h a n d l e r , I 

am s u r e t h e Prime M i n i s t e r would s t i l l w i s h - i f p o s s i b l e ­
t h a t Mr. Murray can a t t e n d t h e J a n u a r y m e e t i n g . P e r h a p s the 

C h a n c e l l o r and t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r Employment might 

c o n s i d e r how t h e y c o u l d p e r s u a d e him. 


T h e r e i s one o t h e r p o i n t w h i c h you s h o u l d be aware o f . 

The Prime ? I i n i s t e r would l i k e t o have t h e p a p e r s f o r t h e 

J a n u a r y m e e t i n g so a s t o be a b l e t o r e a d them o v e r t h e 

C h r i s t m a s h o l i d a y p e r i o d , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e n e c e s s a r y b r i e f i n g 


/ from Departments. 
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from Departments. The b r i e f i n g w i l l p r e s u m a b l y i n c l u d e a 

s p e a k i n g n o t e f o r h e r i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e m e e t i n g . 


.1 am s e n d i n g a copy o f t h i s . l e t t e r t o I a n E l l i s o n (Department 

o f I n d u s t r y ) and I a n F a i r (Department of Employment). 
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