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THE HOUSE OF LORDS
AND THE HOUSTNG FINANCE. SPECTAT PROVISIONS BILL
[Paper by Lord Cervington?

We shall have to decide what we should do about the_Lords?

d to Housing Finsnce Spacial Provisions Bill P@yeoted
by the Commons t. The amendments
are explained in tha attached Jape; wad by the Conservative
Research Department. The Government defeat on Clausa & was c].oaﬂg
crganised by the Labour Whips, ho doubt to avoid the blems whic
£tadre{:c:lm would entail and
Lords

to place the Conservatives in the

8 less caortain position.
If the House of Lords inaists upon these amendments, the
Government has thtwe courses; eithar to accept the amm&nants, to
abanden the Bill, or to invoke the operation of the Parliament Act.
They would almost certainly decids upon the last of these alternat=
ives and at the same time seek to divert attention from the merits
of the case 4 Paers v. the Peopla = "an unelected House interfer=
ing with the ratic majority", campaign.

I set out helow the arguments for and mgainat the House of
Lords insisting on these amendments:-

FoR

(1) This i{s a bad Bill which should be opposad by all
available meana.

(2) The gmendment on wiich the Covernment was defeated
does pot deal with the principle. This is dealt with
in thé .ﬁnsndmenta which were vejected by the Commons,
The Glay Cross amendment has no eIleck one way or the
other since tha councillors, owing to e subsequant
offence, suffar disenfranchlsement anyway,

(3) Some of our supporfers in Parlisment, amnd some of
cur supportets tha country, will not understand the
tactic which accepts the shadow of Clay Cress for the
substance of principle.

(4) | It is difficult to see on what basis except political
expadiency & speech could be made which could justify
our not inpisting om the remaining emendmenta.

(5) The disadventages seem to be all political and mot
matters of principla.

(6) If the Bill vemaina as it now standa, the Clay Cross
councillors will be treated worse than any other possible
offerdera who will be n advance, whilst the
Clay Croas councillore? pemalty remains,

AGAINST

(1) To the gemeral public the Government puffered a sube
stantlal defeat over Clay Cross, They were beaten in
the House of . Clay Cross councillors?

Ities stand and it is genarally believed that the
mmn: suffered a conspicucus reverse.

(2) It was tha Clay Croas 1lors which ht the public
imsgination. The other amendments are not meinly cone
caruad with Clay Crose and consaquenmtly much more
difficult to explain,

ess2sf(3) Thara was



-2

{3} Thete was a considerable smount of Press comment
after the vote in the House of Commons. Almost
without exception the editorials coumselled the House

of Lords agalnst r.aki%g the matter any Purther. I
doubt thevefore whethar we s ve mch Press
support or understanding of qur posil::l.on.

4 It :Ls tful whether most Crossbenchers would support

“ %%Trﬂrr stage, though it is possible that ghpp
I..:I.beral Leadership m:l.ghc want to do sa.

Tt Ts beconlng Increasingly less desin le for che
&m sarvative major:l.l:y to defeat the Go

matters of substance without the support of Ll.berals
and Crossbenchers,

(5) Does tha Party at this time want a pseudn cunsti.tul:!.cmal
crisis? would it perhaps enabla the Government
obscure other matters of amuch greal:er importance‘!

(5} Insietence on the amendugnts might be made to appear
vindicitive = now that Clay Cross has been disposed of,

(7). Thete is amother fssue on which it will be necessary
'\ Eo'r ug to make & decisicn = the Goodman amendment on

—_

Trade Union Bill, In this case the Crossbenchers
and all the Liberals will be inst the Goverrnment and
we shegld get the support of the Press, For that reason
it might be better to comcentrate on that issue.

whichever course we adopt there will undoubtedly be thosa in
the Cmaarvat!.ve Party in the House of Lords who would wish to do
the cpposite. douxl: too theve will also be & divergenca of
opinion in the

On balance, I think that it would be bast not to press this
{ssus eny further. I do not believe that it is posaible 1n t:hs
light of the Govermmemt defeat on the Clay Cross amendment

explain in simple terms, which will be readily unl:lerut:mdable to

lic opinien, why the House of Lords is set on a course which
could provoke scme kind of a censtitutional difficulty at this
particular time.
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