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V I S I T OF DUTCH DEFENCE MINISTER 


As you know, Mr S c h o l t e n , t h e Dutch Defence M i n i s t e r , 

a t h i s u r g e n t r e q u e s t made a b r i e f v i s i t t o London today t o 

see my S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e ; he emphasised t h a t he r e g a r d e d 

the v e r y f a c t o f t h e v i s i t as c o n f i d e n t i a l . Mr S c h o l t e n 

had a b r i e f m e e t i n g w i t h Mr Pym, a t w h i c h no o f f i c i a l s were 

p r e s e n t ; and d i s c u s s i o n c o n t i n u e d o v e r l u n c h , a t w h i c h 

M e s s r s Van V l o t e n and Van der P u t and Mr M E Q u i n l a n , 

Deputy Under S e c r e t a r y ( P o l i c y and Programmes), were a l s o 

p r e s e n t . 


2. D i s c u s s i o n was c o n f i n e d t o TNF m o d e r n i s a t i o n . 


Mr S c h o l t e n made i t c l e a r t h a t he h i m s e l f was a n x i o u s t o 

s e c u r e a p o s i t i v e A l l i a n c e d e c i s i o n i n December, and was 

p r e p a r e d t o a c c e p t GLCM b a s i n g i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , and he 

emphasised t h a t he c o n s i d e r e d arms c o n t r o l n e g o t i a t i o n s 

s h o u l d f o l l o w upon m o d e r n i s a t i o n , r a t h e r t h a n p r e c e d e i t . 

He was a c o n v i n c e d s u p p o r t e r o f Dutch n a t i o n a l 'nuclear 

armament. He was, however, a t p a i n s t o make c l e a r t h e 

e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n s f o r the Dutch C o a l i t i o n 

Government posed by t h e r e p o r t s o f t h e H i g h L e v e l and 

S p e c i a l Groups and he e x p l a i n e d t h e e l a b o r a t e P a r l i a m e n t a r y 

t i m e t a b l e i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s f o r d i s c u s s i n g t h e i s s u e s r a i s e d ; 

he d i d n o t e x p e c t t h e D u t ch C a b i n e t t o r e a c h a d e c i s i o n u n t i l 

s h o r t l y b e f o r e t h e m e e t i n g of the NATO Defence P l a n n i n g 

Committee i n December. 


3. Mr S c h o l t e n s a i d t h a t t h e r e were s t r o n g f e e l i n g s i n 

the Dutch P a r l i a r n e n t t h a t a d e c i s i o n on TNF m o d e r n i s a t i o n 

s h o u l d be c o n d i t i o n a l upon the r a t i f i c a t i o n o f SALT I I ; 
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s h o u l d be accompanied by s e r i o u s s t u d i e s aimed a t r e d u c i n g 

t h e p r e s e n t o b s o l e s c e n t n u c l e a r a r m o u r i e s i n Europe; s h o u l d 

i n v o l v e the b a s i n g o f l e s s t h a n t h e recommended number of 

572 GLCMs; and s h o u l d l e a v e O p t i o n I I I ( t h e n u c l e a r o p t i o n ) 

i n MBFR on the t a b l e , Of t h e s e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t h a t w h i c h 

weighed most h e a v i l y w i t h Mr S c h o l t e n was c l e a r l y the number 

o f GLCMs and he r e t u r n e d s e v e r a l t i m e s t o t h e argument t h a t 

t h i s f i g u r e v/as an a r b i t r a r y one, n o t e x p l i c i t l y j u s t i f i e d 

by the HLG's r e p o r t ; i t would be h e l p f u l i f t h i s o v e r a l l 

number c o u l d be r e d u c e d , and as a consequence th e number, 48, 

recommended f o r b a s i n g i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s c o u l d a l s o be 

r e d u c e d . 


4. The S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e made i t c l e a r i n r e s p o n s e t h a t 

the U n i t e d Kingdom Government e n t i r e l y u n d e r s t o o d the Dutch 

Government's P a r l i a m e n t a r y p r o b l e m s , and were w i l l i n g t o do 

a n y t h i n g t h e y c o u l d to h e l p on p r e s e n t a t i o n . Mr Pym 

emphasised, however, t h a t he t h o u g h t t h a t i  t would be most 

unwise t o s t a r t t a m p e r i n g w i t h t h e o v e r a l l number of 572 GLCMs 

w h i c h had been recommended on m i l i t a r y grounds by t h e HLG, 

and was c l e a r l y j u s t i f i e d i n t h e f a c e o f the v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t 

m i l i t a r y t h r e a t posed by t h e Warsaw P a c t . I t would be a 

v e r y dangerous c o u r s e i n d e e d t o s t a r t c h a n g i n g , and r e d u c i n g , 

t h i s number i f t h e r e were no grounds f o r d o i n g so o t h e r t h a n 

p u r e l y t a c t i c a l p o l i t i c a l ones. There would c l e a r l y be t i m e , 

between a d e c i s i o n b e i n g r e a c h e d and t h e deployment of t h e 

m i s s i l e s , f o r t h e r e t o be a r e d u c t i o n i n numbers i f 

complementary arms c o n t r o l n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h the R u s s i a n s 


had meantime pr o c e e d e d t o a p o i n t w h i c h would make such a 

r e d u c t i o n m i l i t a r i l y j u s t i f i a b l e . Thus d e c i s i o n s on 

m o d e r n i s a t i o n d i d n o t need to depend on r a t i f i c a t i o n o f 

SALT I I , which" would p r e c e d e f u r t h e r arms c o n t r o l 

n e g o t i a t i o n s . I t v/ould n o t be p o s s i b l e t o do t h i s t h e 

o t h e r way round. Mr Pym a g r e e d w i t h Mr S c h o l t e n t h a t t h e 

u l t i m a t e o b j e c t i v e o f t h e whole A l l i a n c e was " z e r o g r o w t h " 

b u t he emphasised t h a t t h e A l l i a n c e r e a l l y must n e g o t i a t e 

from s t r e n g t h . 


5. Mr Pym a g r e e d t h a t we would r e f l e c t on what Mr S c h o l t e n 

had s a i d so t h a t o f f i c i a l s c o u l d p u rsue whether t h e r e was 

any h e l p t h a t c o u l d be g i v e n t o the Dutch on p r e s e n t a t i o n ; 

he made i  t c l e a r t h a t t h e r e c o u l d be no change i n t h e 


/ B r i t i s h ... 




B r i t i s h p o s i t i o n on s u b s t a n c e . MOD o f f i c i a l s w i l l be 

p u r s u i n g t h i s w i t h FCO o f f i c i a l s w i t h a v i e w t o c o n s i d e r i n g 

what s h o u l d be s a i d t o t h e D u t c h b e f o r e t h e m e e t i n g o f t h e 

N u c l e a r P l a n n i n g Group i n The Hague on 1 2 t h - 1 4 t h November. 


6. I am s e n d i n g c o p i e s o f t h i s l e t t e r t o M i c h a e l A l e x a n d e r 

(No 10) who w i l l w i s h t o t a k e n o t e o f i t i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 

t h e b r i e f i n g f o r t h e Prime M i n i s t e r ' s v i s i t n e x t week t o 

Bonn, and t o M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 
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