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PRIME MINISTER 

L E G I S L A T I V E PROGRAMME 1979-80 

Your minute to the Lord C h a n c e l l o r of 26 J u l y expressed your l< 

concern that B i l l s i n the L e g i s l a t i v e Programme should be 

prepared i n good t ime, and your P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y ' s l e t t e r to 

mine of 29 August asked for p r o g r e s s r e p o r t s on four of them. 

I have seen cop ies of the r e p o r t s which departments have sent 

i n r e p l y , and I have a s s e s s e d the s i t u a t i o n as a whole w i t h 

adv ice from F i r s t P a r l i a m e n t a r y Counse l and the Cabine t O f f i c e . 

2. I t should be p o s s i b l e to i n t r o d u c e the I n d u s t r y , E d u c a t i o n , 

O f f i c i a l In format ion , I s l e of Man, I n s u r a n c e Companies, Shipping 

C o n t r a c t s and Commercial Documents (Amendment), C o n s u l a r Fees 

(Amendment) and Papua New Guinea , Western Samoa and Naru B i l l  s 

by the end of October; and I hope to add to these the L o c a l 

Government, P l a n n i n g and Land B i l l  . Work i s a l s o proceeding 

w i th the aim of i n t r o d u c i n g the C i v i l A v i a t i o n , T r a n s p o r t , A i r c r a f t 

( D e n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n ) , N a t i o n a l H e r i t a g e Fund and P o r t s ( F i n a n c i a l ) 

B i l l s by the end of October , but the p o s i t i o n on these should be 

c l e a r e r i n a f o r t n i g h t ' s t ime. 

t
3. I hope tha t dur ing November we s h a l l be ab le to i n t r o d u c e 

he S o c i a l S e c u r i t y and Matr imonia l Homes ( R i g h t s of Occupat ion) 

i l l s  , together w i t h the European Communities (Enlargement ) B i l  l 


i f i t i s needed and a number of S c o t t i s h B i l l s - Remuneration 


of Teaching S t a f f , V a l u a t i o n and R a t i n g , Housing and C r i m i n a l 


J u s t i c e . We should be ab le to add the B i l l s on Hea l th S e r v i c e s 


( M i s c e l l a n e o u s P r o v i s i o n s ) , P o l i c e ( N e g o t i a t i n g M a c h i n e r y ) , 


I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r g a n i s a t i o n (Amendment) and C u r r e n c y , but again 


the p o s i t i o n should be more c l e a r i n a f o r t n i g h t ' s t ime. For 


the reasons which departments have a l r e a d y g iven I do not t h i n k 


we should expect the Housing or Trade Union B i l l  s before 


December. Other B i l l s for i n t r o d u c t i o n i n December or l a t e r 




w i l l then be Wildlife and Countryside; Coal Industry (Finance); 

Petroleum and Submarine Pipelines (Amendment); Contempt of 

Court; Parliamentary Commissioner (Amendment); Broadcasting; 

Energy; E f f i c i e n c y and Safety; C i v i l Government (Scotland); 

Diplomatic P r i v i l e g e s (Special Missions); International Military 

Services (Financial Provisions); Merchant Shipping Liner 

Conferences; Damages; Matrimonial Homes (Rights of Occupation) 

(Scotland); Air Services in the Highlands and Islands (Scotland); 

Employment Protection (Amendment) and National Health Services 

(Dispensing Arrangements). I understand that i t i s now doubtful 

whether the Nationality B i l l w i l l be for introduction t h i s 

session. 


4. These plans w i l l obviously be affected i f we have to prepare 

and introduce an urgent B i l l to provide for Rhodesian independence. 


5 . I need hardly say that work i s proceeding with a l l possible 
speed, both in Parliamentary Counsel's Office and in the 
departments concerned, and I s h a l l personally keep the situation 
under close review. I do not consider that any immediate 
action or reappraisal of the programme i s needed at t h i s stage, 
but a reappraisal may be needed i f further d i f f i c u l t i e s a r i s e 
as the session proceeds or i f departments do not keep to th e i r 

promised deadlines. I s h a l l l e t you have a further report in 

about a fortnight. 


6. I am sending copies of t h i s minute to colleagues in Cabinet, 

to the Minister of Transport and Chief Whip, and to F i r s t 

Parliamentary Counsel and S i r John Hunt. 


N St JS 

10 September 1979 


2 




