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CALL BY THE INDIAN MINISTER OF DEFENCE 


The I n d i a n M i n i s t e r of Def e n c e , Mr J a g j i v a n Ram, 

who was accompanied by t h e I n d i a n High Commissioner and 

Deputy High Commissioner and by L i e u t e n a n t G e n e r a l 

S L Menezes, V i c e C h i e f of the Army S t a f f , c a l l e d on t h e 

Defen c e S e c r e t a r y on 7 t h June a t 4.15pm. 


D u r i n g t h e c o u r s e of an h o u r ' s c o n v e r s a t i o n , 

Mr Ram e x p r e s s e d t h e hope t h a t d e f e n c e r e l a t i o n s between 

B r i t a i n and I n d i a would r e m a i n c l o s e . I n d i a saw B r i t a i n 

a s h e r t r a d i t i o n a l p a r t n e r when i t came to d e f e n c e 

equipment, and he hoped t h a t t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p would 

remain, even i f t h e r e had sometimes been d i f f i c u l t i e s 

o v e r p a r t i c u l a r equipments and s p a r e s . Mr Ram d i d n o t 

r e f e r t o any c u r r e n t n e g o t i a t i o n s , s u c h a s f o r Sea H a r r i e r s , 

n o r t o the J a g u a r a i r c r a f t c o n t r a c t . On s e c u r i t y i s s u e s 

Ram s a i d t h a t I n d i a was sur r o u n d e d by p o t e n t i a l l y 

u n f r i e n d l y S t a t e s , and she f e l t t he need t h e r e f o r e t o 

modernise and improve h e r d e f e n c e c a p a b i l i t y . The s i t u a t i o n 

on the b o r d e r w i t h C h i n a was r e l a x e d but t h e r e had been no 

t a n g i b l e improvement i n r e l a t i o n s . N e v e r t h e l e s s she was 

a t t e m p t i n g t o improve r e l a t i o n s w i t h h e r n e i g h b o u r s . I t 

was, however, u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t d u r i n g t h e v i s i t of t h e 

I n d i a n F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r t o Pe k i n g the C h i n e s e had launched
t h e i r a t t a c k on Vietnam. Any d i s t u r b a n c e i n one p a r t o f 

the w o r l d would i n e v i t a b l y a f f e c t the s t a b i l i t y of the r e s t . 
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My S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e commented t h a t t h i s was 

ind e e d t h e c a s e . The combined e f f o r t s of We s t e r n 

c o u n t r i e s had p r e s e r v e d peace i n Europe f o r 35 y e a r s , 

b u t t h e n e x t 35 y e a r s would r e q u i r e a g r e a t e r e f f o r t . 

He warmly e n d o r s e d Mr Ram's v i e w s about r e l a t i o n s 

between B r i t a i n and I n d i a i n t h e d e f e n c e f i e l d , w h i c h 

he hoped would be f u r t h e r s t r e n g t h e n e d . He b e l i e v e d 

t h a t good r e l a t i o n s between C h i n a and the West c o u l d 

o n l y h e l p C h i n a ' s r e l a t i o n s w i t h I n d i a . I n answer to 

a q u e s t i o n from t h e S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e , Mr Ram s a i d 

t h a t he d i d not b e l i e v e t h a t Khomeini would be a b l e to 

c o n t i n u e f o r long i n power i n I r a n , s i n c e he c o u l d n ot 

command the s u p p o r t of t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s . 


I am s e n d i n g a copy of t h i s l e t t e r t o 

B r y a n C a r t l e d g e (No 10) and M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 


(R L L FACER) 
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