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AGENDA

1. Minutes of the §3rd Meeting - attached,
2, Fubwe bBusiness.
3. Any other buasiness.
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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMTITTFE

¥imutes of the 64th Maeting held at 5,00 pm on
Wednesday 1lth Juns 1975, in the Leader's Roon
gt the House of Commous.

Presant: Mra. Thatoher {In the Chair)

¥r. Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph, Mr.Peyton,
¥r. Gilmour,Bir Geoffrey Hows, Mr.Maudling,
lord Hatlsham, Lerd Cartington, Mr. Priors
Mr, Jenkin, ¥r, St John Stevas, Mr. Maude,
Mr. Raison, Mr. Neave, Mr.Buchanan-Smith,
lir. Bdwarde, Mr, Younger, Nr. Jopling.,

Mr. Atkins

¥r. Monmtgomery, Mr. Shelion, Mr. Patten,
Mr, Ridley, Mr. Nicholson (In attendance).

Apologles r Lord Thorneycroft, Mrs. Opoenheim,
Mr, Fowler, Mr. Heseltine.

Busjneas of the Weelk

Monday Bth June there would be a Supply Day, with aubject
to beo decided, and this would be followed by the Committee and
‘R‘remaljinin Stages of the British Leyland Bill (Mr. Heseitine,

. King).

On Tuesday, 17th June Sir Brandon Bhys Williams would

seel leave to introduce his Demccratic Elections Bill under the
10 Mitute Rule. Thia would be follewed by a further Supply
Day, with a debste or an Adjournment Motion on the Army (Mr.
Goodhart, My, Wiggin), and then the Second Reading of the Publie
Service Vehicle {Arrest of Offenders) Bill, and Proceedings on
the Export (usrantees Bill and the Nureing Homes Bill (Mr.AwdryA
which were consolidation measures. N

On Wedreaday 18th June Mr. Clement Froud would seek laave
to inmtrodusa his Representation of the People (imendment) {FWo 2)
Bill under the 10 Minute Rule, This would be followed by the
remaining gteges of the Sex Dimcriminaticsn Bill (Mr. Gilmour,
¥, Alimcn), with e rumming 2 linme whip.

On Thursdey, 19th June a ballot for Private Member's Mosions
on Monday Tth July would teke place, enpd thio would be Bllowed
by the Second Reading of the Criminal Jurisdiction Bill
(¥r. Neave) and either the Second Reading of the Safety of
Sporte Grounde Bill (Mr. Monro}, or the remaining stmges of the
Industrisl and Providert Sotieties Bill (Mr. Howell) and of the
bisoames of Animals Bill (Mr. Hicks).

On Friday, 20th June there would be Government busginess:
the Second Reading of the Children Bill {Mr. Fowler, Dr, Vaughan).

On Monday, 23rd June there would be a further Supply Day
with subject to be decided.

/2.l.......




Subjects for Su 8

¥re. Thatcher szid that there remained seven Supply Days
in the present sesaion for which subjects 8till needod to be
found. It would be kelpful if we could emphasise certain
recurring themea, for example : showing how extreme the
Government continued to be deapite ¢lear indications thet tha
electorate wanted modermticon ; the dangerously high public
expenditure, especiplly in the field of netionalisamtion,
houring and food subsidles; and, above all, the relevance
of what the Government wes doing or nct doing t¢ the over-
riding priority of overcoming inflation.

There wee a dlacuseicn in which a number of subjecta ware
suggested, It was mgreed that the whole of next Momdey's
Supply Day should be devoted te housing, 4s it was becoming
increasingly desirable for the {onservative Party to state ite
position ¢n the Sociel Contract aré on pay increasee, eepecially
in view of the ourrent ¢laime being pursued by tha NUR and FALGO
vhich would involve sharp increepes in the cogt of living and in
burdena on rate poyers and tex-payers, it was thought that this
subject might be diecussed in the Supply Day debate on the
following Monday, 23rd June, Another subject for that day might
be poetal ballots in unien elections. A final decision on
subjects would be reached next Wedneeday.

Other subjects mentioned were educaticn, emphasising the
role that remalned for selection, while attempting t¢ find
pointa of egreement between the Parties; and eteel for which
we had offered the Government ona of our supply dgys before
the Recess. 1t wae pointed out that thie offer did not hold
teyond the Recess.

Trade Union and Isbour Relations {(Amendment) Bill

In reply to a queetion from Lord Carrington, Mr, Prior
said that the return c¢f the Bill to the Commons with the Lords?
amendments had been delayed while the Govermment diecussed ita
attitude with the Manifaste Group of Labour UPs. He wae
remeining silent for the time being cn the main issues raiged
by the Bill, since he did not wish to prejudice any successful
outeome of these discuesions.

Future Folicy

The need fer interim reports Peo:sll policy groups on
major issues by the end of July wae reaffimmed: the aim being
+o help prepare our line at the Party Conference and for usa
if any early Genersl Election supervened., A full day's
meating would probably have io be devoted to discussing these
reporte around the end of the session : 8 list of convenient
days would be drawn up.

Mr. Peyion suggested that it would be desirable to heve a
policy group on the reorgenisation of central government.
Thip would ensura that we would have m policy on re-rmining
power for reforming the central govermment machiue : we
aeeded to examine such questions ae the futurs of the giant
Departmenta, the effectiveness of Treasury control cvar the
nationalised industries, the Cabinet Committee system end the
#taffing of Hinieters' private offices. It wae agreed that it
was g little too early %o get up such an additional group.

Flectoral Reform

Thie subject was etiil axciting coutroveray as the two
"10 Minpute Rule" Bille down for diecussion in the following
week showad. Mr. Maude had drafted a letter for Lord Ash
w;x Thorneycroft was £01ng 99 kign, to show mdustri.r.listu
vhic 1* ae't ou.t our mlic;\r. I% moficd our e ot Corsses
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Speekara' Conference while pointing out the difficulties behind
the varicus propoeala for reform; there was no guarantee that
these would give industriglists the-aort of political result
they wanted. It wae agreed thet the paper on this subject by
the Resesrch Department would be circulated to the Shadow
Cebinat, and Mrs. Thatcher would seek to get John Stanley's
permigeion to circulate a letter he had sart her on the same
subject. Theae papers pointed cut that elmost any system of
alectoral reform would reduce the number of Conservative gsats
ic Parlisment, end it was feared that even if the number of
Liberal MPs were to incremse, they might be inclined to support
g Labour Government. It was suggested that we should emphasise
hew electoral reform might harm the country rather than just the
Conesrvetive Ferty,

Timing of Receas

Mr. Atkins said that it was understood that the Govermment
wee propesing at the moment that the Houes should rise on the
18t August and return on the 13th Octoher, and that the new
Session should start on the 11ta November.

The meeting closed at 6.15 pm,
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