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" ' Before you went to the Uni t e d S t a t e s , and at a time 


when we had j u s t passed the two t h i r d s mark at Lancaster House, 


you wrote me a very c h a r i t a b l e l e t t e r . I had hoped that by 


the time you ret u r n e d we would have reached the end of the 


Conference. Though I am not yet sure what the f i n a l outcome 


w i l l be, we are very n e a r l y at the end, and I t h i n k I can now 

s a f e l y r e l e a s e you from your o b l i g a t i o n s as a member of the 


B r i t i s h d e l e g a t i o n ! 


I can a l s o thank you f o r your k i n d words - though i n 

t r u t h f a r the hardest p a r t i s what now l i e s ahead of us. 

Perhaps I can u t t e r a few words of my own, w h i l e r e s e r v i n g 


a b s o l u t e l y my r i g h t to ask f o r your help again. Before Lancaster 


House, before Lusaka, you were saddled w i t h the unenviable and 


enormously d i f f i c u l t task of breaking the i c e and of s t a r t i n g 


the process which has l e d us very c l o s e t o an agreement. You 


had to overcome an apparently s o l i d b a r r i e r of s u s p i c i o n and 

s t a r t a dialogue. Many people would have baulked at t a k i n g on 


such an assignment and, i n so doing, p u t t i n g t h e i r own r e p u t a t i o n s 


on the l i n e . You not only took on the j o b , but d i d i t m a r v e l l o u s l y 

w e l l . And i n s t e a d of then bowing out w i t h honour, you have gone 


on h e l p i n g us s i n c e . In p a r t i c u l a r , I f e e l sure that your v i s i t 


to the United States i n October made an i n v a l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n 

towards steadying American o p i n i o n on Rhodesia. 


I am enormously g r a t e f u l f o r a l l you have done, f o r the 

time you have given t o Rhodesia, and above a l l f o r the 
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q u a l i t y of your advice. You have made a v i t a l c o n t r i b u t i o n . 


I hope that you w i l l f o r g i v e me i f I have to turn to you again 


I know that the Prime M i n i s t e r ( t o whom I am sending a copy of 


t h i s l e t t e r ) would wish to be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h these sentiments 


(CARRINGTON) 
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