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B A C K G R O U N D 

When O D d i s c u s s e d p o l i t i c a l p r o g r e s s i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d on 17th O c t o b e r 

you i n v i t e d the H o m e S e c r e t a r y to ac t as C h a i r m a n of a M i n i s t e r i a l G r o u p 

c o n s i s t i n g o f the S e c r e t a r y o f State f o r Defence , L o r d P r i v y Seal , S e c r e t a r y of 

State f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d and L o r d C h a n c e l l o r to s u p e r v i s e the p r e p a r a t i o n o f a 

c o n s u l t a t i v e d o c u m e n t w h i c h w o u l d u l t i m a t e l y be l a i d be fo re P a r l i a m e n t and 

s e r v e as a d i s c u s s i o n d o c u m e n t to be t a b l e d at a Confe rence w i t h the l e a d e r s 

of the m a i n N o r t h e r n I r i s h p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . T h i s M i n i s t e r i a l G r o u p has now 

m e t ^a l though the L o r d P r i v y Seal was u n a v o i d a b l y absen t ) and t h i s m e m o r a n d u m 

by the H o m e S e c r e t a r y i s the r e s u l t of t h e i r w o r k . 

2 . T h e success o f the p r o p o s e d Confe rence s t i l l appea r s to be s o m e t h i n g of 

a g a m b l e . The A l l i a n c e and the S D L P w i l l p r o b a b l y c o m e : so w i l l M r . P a i s l e y . 

Bu t the p o s i t i o n of the O f f i c i a l U n i o n i s t s i s m o r e d o u b t f u l , as M r . P o w e l l i s 

s t r o n g l y opposed . • 

H A N D L I N G 

3. Y o u m a y c a r e to i n v i t e the H o m e S e c r e t a r y to i n t r o d u c e h i s p a p e r . Y o u 

m a y then c a r e to i n v i t e the L o r d C h a n c e l l o r and S e c r e t a r y o f State f o r N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d to g ive t h e i r v i e w s as t hey have bo th p l a y e d a s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t i n the 

p r e p a r a t i o n of the c o n s u l t a t i v e d o c u m e n t . Y o u m a y a l s o w i s h to ask the F o r e i g n 

and C o m m o n w e a l t h S e c r e t a r y f o r h i s v i e w s r e c o g n i s i n g tha t the u n a v o i d a b l e 

absence o f the L o r d P r i v y Seal f r o m the M i n i s t e r i a l G r o u p m e e t i n g m a y have 

r e s u l t e d i n i n s u f f i c i e n t w e i g h t h a v i n g been g iven to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e c e p t i o n 

of the c o n s u l t a t i v e d o c u m e n t . T h e p o i n t s to e s t a b l i s h i n subsequent d i s c u s s i o n 

a r e : ­
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(a)	 Does the d o c u m e n t g e n e r a l l y s t r i k e the r i g h t p o s i t i v e no te? T h e c r u c i a l 

t e s t i s does i t d e m o n s t r a t e the f i r m w i s h of H e r M a j e s t y ' s G o v e r n m e n t 

to m a k e p r o g r e s s ^ w h i l e s e t t i n g ou t the n e c e s s a r y l i m i t a t i o n s on the 

a r e a w i t h i n w h i c h any con fe rence at t h i s t i m e can o p e r a t e . 

(b )	 I s the g e n e r a l f o r m of the c o n s u l t a t i v e d o c u m e n t s e n s i b l e ? T h e 

M i n i s t e r i a l G r o u p spent a l o t o f t i m e and e f f o r t on t h i s p o i n t on w h i c h 

the L o r d C h a n c e l l o r m a d e a m a j o r c o n t r i b u t i o n . A s m u c h as p o s s i b l e 
* 

has been r e l e g a t e d to a s e r i e s o f A p p e n d i c e s and the f o r e w o r d has been 

m a d e	 as s h o r t as p o s s i b l e . The o b j e c t h e r e i s to m a k e the d o c u m e n t 

i t s e l f	 s h o r t and c r i s p and n o t c o n t a i n i n g d e t a i l s o f m o d e l s and func t i ons 

on w h i c h the G o v e r n m e n t m i g h t subsequen t ly be h o o k e d . 

( c )	 Should the M i n i s t e r i a l G r o u p be i n v i t e d to g ive though t to the bes t way 

of p u b l i c l y p r e s e n t i n g the c o n s u l t a t i v e d o c u m e n t ? T h e S e c r e t a r y o f State 

f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d at the M i n i s t e r i a l G r o u p m e e t i n g e x p r e s s e d 

e n t h u s i a s m f o r guidance f r o m h is co l l eagues and a w i l l i n g n e s s to s u b m i t 

a p a p e r on t h i s s p e c i f i c i s s u e . 

(d)	 I s e v e r y p o s s i b l e k i n d o f p r e s s u r e be ing a p p L e d to the p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s 

i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d to ensu re t ha t they c o m e to the Confe r ence? 

A n u m b e r of OD m e m b e r s m a y be ab le to a s s i s t i n t h i s t h r o u g h con tac t s 

w i t h r e h g i o u s , i n d u s t r i a l , a c a d e m i c and t r a d e u n i o n l e a d e r s o f o p i n i o n 

i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . 

C O N C L U S I O N 

4 . I n the l i g h t of d i s c u s s i o n on these p o i n t s the C o m m i t t e e m i g h t be g u i d e d 

to r e a c h the f o l l o w i n g c o n c l u s i o n s : ­

(a) T o a g r e e the c o n s u l t a t i v e d o c u m e n t sub jec t to f i n a l e d i t o r i a l p o l i s h i n g . 

(b)	 T o a s s i s t the S e c r e t a r y o f State f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d i n p u t t i n g p r e s s u r e 

on the N o r t h e r n I r i s h p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s . 

( R o b e r t A r m s t r o n g ) 

2nd N o v e m b e r , 1979 
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