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— DEAR MARGARET

THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE ON THE FALKLAND ISLANDS. I AGREE WITH YOU
COMPLETELY AS TO THE GRAVITY OF THIS USE OF ARMED FORCE TO TAKE
POSSESSION OF A PEACEFUL TERRITORY, AGAINST THE PROVEN WISHES OF ITS
INHABITANTS.

ON MY INSTRUCTIONS AUSTRALIA'S PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE AT THE U.N.
HAS INTERVENED IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL'S DEBATE TO CONDEMN ARGEN-
TINA'S USE OF FORCE AND CALL FOR AN IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL OF ARGEN-
TINEAN FORCES, MICHAEL MCKELLAR, WHO IS ACTING AS FOREIGN MINISTER IN
TONY STREET'S ABSENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST, HAS CALLED FOR A PEACEFUL
RESOLUTION OF THE DISPUTE, AND I ISSUED A STATEMENT ON THE SITUATION
THIS AFTERNOON.

I ATTACH COPIES OF THE TEXTS OF DAVID ANDERSON'S REMARKS IN THE
SECURITY COUNCIL, AND OF MY STATEMENT.

IN THIS DIFFICULT TIME YOU HAVE AUSTRALIA'S FIRM
AND UNEQUIVOCAL SUPPORT.


