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March 8, 1980

To: The Secretarly L
From: 5/0L - Nelson Ledsk;}tf/

Subject: Summer Qlympics: Early March Update
L

The starch seems toO be slowly going out of our
~ boycott effort. Though more ~han fifty countries s#and
°_ with us, a number of eritical Third World states such
as Nigeria and Brazil, thus far on +he fence, appear
to be slipping away at the same time as some stalwart
suppor ters-—the ux and Australia--are finding it
increasingly difficult to keep +heir national Olympic
associaticns from accepting invitations to MOSCOW. - This,
coupled with the unwillingness of the FRG and Japan
+o work openly with us now, have rhurt both our boycott
effort and our drive to organize alternative games. p

Here is where we stand in each area of current
activity:

)
- 1. World Support. Our current count stands at 28 .
countries publicly supporting non-participaticn in- =5
wsscow and 22 others privately committed to oOur position. :
An additicnal 18 states lesan in our Adirection. (List ~ ———
is attached.) There ars at least another 20~-25 =
countries clearly undecided. The £act that many states
and naticnal Olympic committees (including the USOQC)
are waiting as long as sossible before accepting cr
declining their invitation to Moscow in the hope of 2
change in the situation in afghanistan has prevented

us from developing 2 bandwagon of SUppoOrt especially in
Africa and Latin America.

SS—

2. Commitment tO Alternative Games. Wwe have not
mad any pos~tive responses as yet to your letters last
week to the Foreign Ministers of the UK, Australia, china, /
West Germany, France, 1taly, Japan and Kenya seeking an
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Y commitment from their athletes tu participate in
rnative games. We expgct positive replies from
obi, Canberra, and Beijing, but others may well
Stiraddle the fence, arguing that the i1ocus should for
the time being remain on getti National Olympic
Committees to boycot:t the M Games.
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3. Internatiocnal " ng Committee.” A second
intergcvernmental meeting an for the organization of
alternative games has besen for March 17-18 in Ganeva.
Participants as of this date are: US, UK, Australia,
Netherlands, Saudi Arabia, Philippines, Kenya, Sudan,
Cocsta Rica, the Dominican Republic and Canada (as Sn
Observer). The meetings are expected to concentrate on
concrete dates, sites and participants for alternate
games to be held in late August. The British, Australians
and Xenyans are prepared to have some games scheduled

in their countries. Several U.S. éities are also eager
to host games this August,
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4. Funding of Alternative Games. The White House
is working with interested private citizens to organize
a public corporation that could begin receiving donations
from individuals and companies for our alternative games,
These Iunds might also be used to assist countries in the
Third wWorld, thus cbviating the need for any kind of
governmental assistance program for sports.

5. Position of U.S. Olvmoic Committee. The Executive

Beard of the U.S. Olympic Committee will convene on
March 15 to dra resoluticon supporting the President's
positicon on .non ticipation in Moscow. This resolution
will be confirme ¥ the USOC at its scheduled House of
Delegataes meetin: n mid-April. MNonetheless, the USOC
will then delay, a east until May, sending a lstter

that a 0.S., team will not compete
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to Moscow, confirming
in the Summer Games. The USCC has, however, begun con-
sidering the possibility of working directly with us on
develcping plans for alternative games in August or
September.

Attachment:
List of Countries
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