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PRIME MINISTER 


D i s p e r s a l 


T h i s l e t t e r from Mr. Edwards asks you t o meet him a l o n g w i t h 


M i c h a e l R o b e r t s , Ian G r i s t , and John S t r a d l i n g - T h o m a s l a t e r today 


They want t o p r e s s the case f o r more d i s p e r s a l t o Wales. 


You d e c i d e d i n E Committee y e s t e r d a y on O p t i o n 1 p l u s some 


p o s s i b l e d i s p e r s a l t o S c o t l a n d and B o o t l e - the l a t t e r t o be 


s e t t l e d by MISC 12. O p t i o n 1 i n c l u d e s d i s p e r s a l of 800 ECGD 


p o s t s t o C a r d i f f (250 have gone a l r e a d y , 550 w i l l go s o o n ) . 


E Committee e f f e c t i v e l y r u l e d out any f u r t h e r d i s p e r s a l t o Wales, 


beyond t h i s ECGD move - and i n p a r t i c u l a r , t h e r e f o r e , i t r u l e d 


out the d i s p e r s a l of MOD p o s t s which Mr. Edwards' minute i s 


a d d r e s s e d t o . 


MISC 12 met t h i s morning, and has found 2000 p o s t s f o r 


S c o t l a n d , and had produced o p t i o n s f o r B o b t l e w h i c h w i l l have t o 


be s e t t l e d i n C a b i n e t tomorrow. I t was not asked t o come up 


w i t h any f u r t h e r p r o p o s a l s f o r Wales. 


Mr. Edwards' argument hangs b a s i c a l l y on t h e f a c t t h a t p e o p l 


i n C a r d i f f t h i n k they are g e t t i n g t h e MOD p o s t s . He a l s o s a ys 


t h a t " e x t e n s i v e preparatory work has been c a r r i e d out t h e r e " . 


 u n d e r s t a n d , i n f a c t , t h a t t h i s i n v o l v e s no more th a n r o a d 


works and d r a i n a g e ; and t h a t the l a n d c o u l d e a s i l y be s o l d o f f 


f o r e i t h e r h o u s i n g development or o t h e r o f f i c e development. 


Do you w i s h t o see them? You c o u l d f i t them i n between th e 


Debate on S o u t h e r n A f r i c a and your m e e t i n g w i t h J u n i o r M i n i s t e r s 


p r o b a b l y . My own view i s t h a t you s h o u l d not: d i s p e r s a l w i l l 


come up i n C a b i n e t a g a i n tomorrow, and Mr. Edwards w i l l have 


a n o t h e r o p p o r t u n i t y t o s t a t e h i s case t h e n . He has done f a i r l y 
w e l l out o f the p u b l i c e x p e n d i t u r e e x e r c i s e , and I don't t h i n k he 
r e a l l y has a case. 

25 J u l y , 1979. 



