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T h e C a b i n e tI s L A N D s N  D  reviewed the state of the dispute over the F a l k l a n d 
Is lands. 

^
******** T h  e Cabine t ' s d i s c u s s i o n and conclus ions reached are recorded 

C (82)21 8  t separa te ly . 
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C A B I N E T 

L I M I T E D C I R C U L A T I O N A N N E X 

CC(82) 22nd Conc lus ions 

Tuesday 4 M a y 1982 at 10. 30 am 

The Cabinet rev iewed the state of the dispute over the F a l k l a n d Is lands . 

T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y said that he had 
v i s i t ed Washington and New Y o r k over the weekend for d i scuss ions wi th 
the United States Sec re t a ry of State, M r H a i g , and the Uni ted Nations 
Sec re ta ry G e n e r a l , Senor P e r e z de C u e l l a r ; he had a lso seen the 
cu r ren t P r e s i d e n t of the United Nat ions Secur i ty C o u n c i l , M r L i n g Q m g 
of C h i n a . There was a general r e c o g n i t i o n i n the United States that 
the s t r a tegy of applying d ip lomat ic , economic and m i l i t a r y p r e s su re on 
Argen t ina was c o r r e c t . The re was strong support for the Uni ted 
Kingdom i n A m e r i c a n pub l i c opin ion . The United States A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
were p repared to cons ider further economic measures against A i g e n t i n a , 
which would have not only an immedia te impac t on Argen t ina but a he lp ­
ful effect on the attitude of the United K ingdom ' s European pa r tne r s . 
But the Uni ted States had a v e r y strong in t e re s t i n an e a r l y reso lu t ion of 
the dispute before the c r i s i s deepened s t i l l further, and M r H a i g had not 
abandoned h is efforts to seek a d ip lomat ic solut ion or h i s emphasis on 
the need for a new i n i t i a t i v e . They had d i scussed a range of ideas , 
inc luding some which had or ig inated f r o m the P e r u v i a n Government , He 
had made c l e a r that B r i t a i n was p repa red to d i scuss p roposa l s for a 
settlement p rov ided that Argen t ine forces were wi thdrawn f rom the 
Islands and that the outcome of negotiations affecting sovereignty was 
not prejudged. The ideas put fo rward by Senor P e r e z de C u e l l a r were 
vague; but he might , as a P e r u v i a n , have a useful ro le to p l a y when a 
suitable opportuni ty o c c u r r e d . It was impor tan t to make a construct ive 
d ip lomat ic effort, even i f i t was u n l i k e l y to succeed: in ternat ional 
opinion should be left i n no doubt that the United Kingdom r e a l l y wished 
to secure a peaceful so lu t ion . Al though i t was d i f f icul t to p r ed i c t the 
Argen t ine s ' r eac t ions , the signs were that recent B r i t i s h m i l i t a r y 
successes had had the effect of i n c r e a s i n g thei r de te rmina t ion . 

T H E S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E F O R D E F E N C E said that the s inking by a 
B r i t i s h submarine of the c r u i s e r G e n e r a l B e l g r a n o , wi th the probable 
ioss of many Argent ine s a i l o r s , would need careful presenta t ion. A t 
the t ime of the Argent ine invas ion only l u c k and the s k i l l of B r i t i s h 
S e r v i c e m e n had prevented the loss of H M S Endurance and casual t ies to 
B r i t i s h f o r ce s . The o v e r r i d i n g conce rn was the pro tec t ion of B r i t i s h 
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fo rces . Al though Argen t ina had been warned on 23 A p r i l that any 
approach by Argent ine warsh ips o r m i l i t a r y a i r c r a f t , which could 
amount to a threat to in ter fere wi th the m i s s i o n of B r i t i s h forces i n 
the South A t l a n t i c , would encounter the appropr ia te response, general 
authori ty to at tack Argent ine warsh ips const i tut ing such a threat outside 
the To ta l E x c l u s i o n Zone had not been given un t i l the day after 
Argen t ine forces had launched an attack on the fleet . F u r t h e r m i l i t a r y 
ac t ion i n the next weeks might be neces sa ry i n o rde r to reduce the 
dif£icultie9 of an opposed landing on the Islands, should one become 
neces sa ry . 

T H E C H I E F O F T H E D E F E N C E S T A F F br iefed the Cabinet on the 
m i l i t a r y s i tuat ion. 

T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R , summing up the d i s cus s ion , said that there 
was genera l support for the view that further d ip lomat ic in i t i a t ives were 
needed wi th the dual a i m of secur ing the wi thdrawal of Argent ine troops 
and main ta in ing broad in te rna t iona l support for the United Kingdom 
pos i t ion . There was wide a d m i r a t i o n for the p ro f e s s i ona l i sm and s k i l l 
which the A r m e d Se rv i ces had shown i n the recent engagements. 

The Cabinet -

Took note. 
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