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TEE OLYNPICS

le The run-up to the Olympics hes been sinzularly joyless, The
continuous rain has not helpec nor has the fact thzt Hoscow is still
half-enpty. Rcad=blocks have been sef up on the access rcutas to UFCTLﬂt

unauthorised cars from coming into the city, and the police have been active

trick has been to demand to sece

aid kit supposed t0 be cairied in every Care One driver was heavrd vo
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complain bitterly abvout being disqualified because the indine in I
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kit had dried up. The militia have however been successiul in greatly
reduciﬁg the zmount of traflic, thereby frecing the roads for Olym?ic
vehicles, residents and coavoys of twenty or morve out of town busas snaking
about the city learning the tourist rcutes., The absence of casual Soviet
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itors to Moscow (some two million a day norislly come iato the city Iirom

outside during the summer), the departure of 1most of the children, and the

ract that many Muscovites have voluntarily left tcwn have all helped 1o

enpty the streetSe

2o The organisers of the Games presuzably counted cn thousands of tourists

ES

teking the place of those vwho are missinge. So far they only have thousands

1

of police., Moscow's ncrmal complezent of unifovaed militia of up vo
e e e

50,000 has becn iacreased to 200,000 or morsz. -ne ¥GB presence nas praswanbly

also gone up in proportion, £s a rssuli, police are noticezble by thelr absence
in a number of provincial %owms,
by the speed with which a militiacan btezan cuffing gypsies atv Novokuzneisk

gilway Station last wesk, nervous lest unile
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the facto Other Olyapic cities have been, like }oszcow, heavily reinforced,
There were tour militiamen to a floor in Tzllinn's m2in hotsl at the

f the month. The Olympic Village in MNoscew i3 ceven guarded

’

toting Kalashnikov rifles.
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It 33 notQivions wnat the authoricies are nervonls shout. The
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main vurpose of the elahorace y can hardly be to confirn foreizn

Visttors dn caeriicy that the
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olice state, The cempaign to

igolate dissiden 1 ne period of the Gzmes has been

s0 rar, with few of the many jouraalists her

elderly neaber of the Helsinki Non

S were carried out

during the Olympics, she would be held guilty. It may be indicative that
stories are begianing to circ ulate hsre of bombs 1aving vesn foundg two,
unexploded, 2t the Lenin Stadiwa and at a nearby Meiro station, znd a small
one at the Cosnos Hotel which was said to have gone off some three :eeks

2g0. 1t is not improbable these stories are prompted by the authorities

themselves eithar by accideat (the militia practised a "onb evacus

Lenin Stadiwa last wee k) or in an atienpt to precmote a suitably vigilant

attitude on the part of the Soviet population, The latter have been given
fregquenc warnings of the dangers from foceign azents, incluling a long

TV doczmpntary on 6 July entitled "Lies 2ad Hate" on the CIA, Zionists,
neo-;a501ats, nationalists and dissidents The authorit must also-nope
that the display of force they have ary:

visitors from expioiting thie Games to

have alrzady tried to stop a broadcas

innocuous stirect interviews with ordinary Soviet cits

it was 'politiczl' rather than spo
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iany Western newspapers have sent political rather thaa sporting Journalists

to cover the Gazes, They. ourht to be adle to prevent the dirsct television

tronsaission of any incideats at the Games theaselves through their control

£ TV coverage of the events, but will not be able Lo 3c0p photographers

recording any such instances for their newspapers, 1t is noticeable that
criticism of VWestern, and especially U3, human rig1ts policies and records
has recently begun to increase, probably beczuse atiack helps defence.,
Literaturnaya Gazeta today included an approving reminder the Russizans

may later regret of the action of a black imerican who won a £0ld medal at

:ontreal and {turned his back on the US Flag at the presentation CErenony..

4, The Soviet authoritiss remain heavy-handed in their = approach to the

foreign journalis!
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mignt assume they would wish to flatter, lMost
estern agencies and newspapers have haed problems in getting visas,

largely because of bureaucratic nruddle, Journzlists here are irritated by
the security arraagements, and the repeated need to get special éasseso

It tzkes some 40 minutes to get into the Cosmos Hotel for a meal with a

friend, so many forms need to be filled im. At least two groups of
Western Journalists have had well-comnected Soviet "helpers" wishad upon

them, Others, tono, have had their »roblems: the Dutch team were
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subjected to a de ed search on arrival heczuse border guard dogs

started sniffing suspiciously at a container on their aeroplsane; the

-~

Director of the Dutch Hationa2l Olympic Commitiee was irritated %o be
interrupted by a plain-clothes policeman nhale encertaining his Belgian..

colleazue at the Olvm01c village and to be told it was late, snd time his

gy

cer was furious at Tavourzble
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visitor left; and The fustraliszm team nanz2

words put into his mouth by TA3S., There are bound to be more such

s the buresucracy - and the XKGB -~ {ry to cope with unfemiliar

1‘\1

irritants

PILo obl L Sis

5o The facilitizs for the Games theszselves, zad for the athletes and
oy - . -
Journalists, have beaen finished cn tire,. _By Seviet s candards, zand by

3 | /most




most others, they seem to have becen well done. 2,585 athletes from

58 countries had arvived by 15 July. The Secretary of the 3ritish

"

assoclation thz ad hiaself photographed ezlling at
e ————— %
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Embassy to ask for our telsphcne number in case consular as:
regquired. The Interanational Olyupic Committee held an open s
Bolshol on 14 July, addressad by the Chairman of the Sovie
Kﬁznetsov, dzputy Chairman of the Présiiium, and Lord Killanin
ssed the need o defend the Olympic novement and praised
500 The latter was quoted by Pravda as rec-
nany ataletes w gbsent because of "political diktat" or the prompti
of their owm consciences, L way would have to be found to eanzble
sporismen to participate in the Olyupics as individuals and to free thea frecm
the pover of sports organisers, ®ravda did not quotve Killanin's view
that there had long been too much chauvinism and ~waviz ut the
Olympicse
5o Few tourists seem so far to have arrived. The author
felt it necessary vo discourage travel well zhead of th
have lost useful sums of hard currency as a result, The muabers cf
Western visitors now expected during the Gemes themselves is only a small

Ld

proportion of vhose the Russisns originally catered for., Dependizng on theilr

circumstances, Soviet citizens can now get discounts of between 109 and

’

0% on production of the approprizte piece of paper. Thus a ticket for
roving at Krylatskoye can now be had for 60 kopecks as opposed to a
minimum printed price of 5 Roubles,

To £lthough The Games themselves may attract popular interest, there is
therefore no sign of excitement here in : pation, Regret, rather tiazn
anger, ﬁas becn expressed to Exmbas : rs about the beycott, zand even

/Soviet
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Soviet ofifieials wale little offeort to hide *heir view that
w1ll be far less appealing because of ron
and others,  Though lMoscow shops
there is plenty of gcod food available to
itizen firmly believed would aceen
e fact of their bel 728 morse dimpor! 97 ther o not
rue, and expressed : n that everytl ; s wauld be

~
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done 1o impress "then", necessary at "our" eipense, Leningrad, the

mood has been swmmed up by the wry cormment: " Ve survived the Blackade,

£
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e'll survive the Olympics," In loscow, the story of Brezhnev's visit to

& barber is going the rounds., The barber asks him: "Tell me, Leonid Ilych,

vhat will hzppen after the Olympicws"
question a second tinme, Silence a2zain,
guard rises and says to him: "Leave him al

want to answer?" The barber replies: "I don't wanbt an

hair is easier to cut when it stands on end,"
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OUR TELNOS 9 AND 10 SAVING: PREPARATIONS FOR THE OLYMPICS
s Moscow is increasingly taking on the air of a city about to face
en onslaught, Large numbers of militia men have been drafted in and foot

S —

patrols around the city have been very greatly increased. Squads cf

KGB internal segﬁfitﬁqfrOOPé.have also been seen and convoys of army lorries
(some decorated with the Olympic symbol) are aTegular sight. As the
Olympic torch approaches through Bulgaria and Romania preparations are
being made to man the route with police or soldiers, the betfer to protect
what Soviet television frequently describes as the flame of peace,

2e Resident and visiting Jjournalists are finding the security measures

being taken at the Olympic sites and their hotels a considerable problem.

P T

It is one which may well increase when more substantial numbers of press
men arrivee. Journalists trying to gain access to the new Press Centre

have been held up by lengthy checks, both on entry and on leaving the

building aﬂé.have been given to understand t hat the security question
was taken out of the hands of the Organising Committee by the KGB as a
result of high level instructions. The effect is not only to segregate
visiting journalists from the Soviet public but also to make for some
times ludicrous administrative problems. Foreigners living at the

National Hotel, for example, were left without mail for 10 days because

e

the postman was not allowed into the hotéirand because they were not

—

o
permitted to go to the post office to collect it. Resident correspondents

have been unable to call on the NBC team now installed a2t the Cosmos Hotel

[ —
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because no one will issue them with t he right passzes, That hotel is

S - T

especially heavily guarded with a policeman on each floor - though this

may also have something to do with the fact that most of the French cutlery
and other equipment with which the hotel was equipped when recently opened
has disappeared for resale on the black market,  The Rank Xerox service

— >
team have so far been denied access to their machines installed in Olympic

buildings because they too do not have the correct documents.
e Soviet Army personnel will also have a significant role to play at
the Games themselves. At the opening of the Olympic Village last weekend

the Olympic flag was carried in by a dozen members of the Soviet Armed
¢
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Forces merching in goose step. The ceremony at Tallinn was carried out

e e

by sailors in. less emotive style., Troops have been rehearsed in

—— e

e

cheering for the Opening Ceremony and have practiced to make up a living

it A -

ladder for the Olympic runner to ascend when he lights the flame on

19 July.

4, The oppressive feeling of the city is increased by the wvirtual
o

absence of children. Many parents must resent whzt amounts to compulsory

‘aeportation_TBE_?ﬁe best part of two and a half months. There is also a
decline in the number of cars on the roads. New regulations will be
introduced from 10 July which will in effect ban movement for those
without privileged number plates. It is perhaps not surprising that
some cynicism has been expressed by ordinary Soviet citizens about the

Games and guides showing their compatriots over the Olympic wonders have

—

on occasion had a hard time selling their wares as being for the benefit

of ordinary citizens,

L s

Se Dissidents and believers continue to be the victims of the Olympic

purge. The Orthodox priest Dmitri Dudko, in detention since January on

TRy T ey

charges of anti-Soviet propaganda, was forced to make a public confession

/on

A
CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

on television on 20 June in which he referred to foreign interference
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and the Olympics. The trade unionist Vladdmir Borisov, member of

SMOT (Free Inter-Professional Association of Workers), was expelled

from the Soviet Union on 22 June, leaving his wife and young daughter

in Moscow. Alexander Podrabinek, in exile for publicising allegations

of psychiatric abuse, is expected to be tried a second time, in Yakutsk, on

b e ==}
charges of anti-Soviet slander based on material written in Siberian

exile, Soviet Pentecostalists have written an open letter to President
Carter alleging that they are being forced out of the five Olympic cities
before the Games begin.,

6e The first teams have now arrived though there are not yet substantial

£ = ]

numbers of athletes or visitors in Moscow. We have been told in confidence

by the Dutch Embassy that all 170 Israelis who wanted to come to Moscow as

tourists have had their visas refggfd or in some cases cancelled. A

UK citizen working temporarily as a translator for Progress Publishers

has told us in confidence that she has already translated a number of
articles to appear in Soviet post-Olympic magazines containing statistical
details (with the numbers filled in) dealing with such things as the
number of visitors to Moscow during the Olympics, the numbers of special
buses and trains and even the tonnes of ice-cream consumed.

4 The expected large quantities of consumer goods and food have yet

h__. m_
to appear, but stores in the centre of Moscow and in the suburbs are well

stocked with their normal range of goods, and some shops are selling a few
luxury items in quantities possibly greater than normal (eg foreign dresses,
pullovers and jeans) for which there are the uéual enormous queues,

Supplies of some luxury foodstuffs seem marginally better than normal but
very little good quality meat is available in the Soviet food shops apart

/from
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from imported chicken and turkey. The general impression is that while

shops have not so far been given high quality goods which are not usually

available, even in the outer regions of Moscow they do have slightly

—
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better supplies than usual of their normal range of goods, including

e ey,

clothing and consumer items such as cameras and eleciric razors. .

8e The Soviet press, describing the arrival of the Olympic torch in

Sofia referred to Mishka bear as having become something of a talisman

|

in Bulgaria. His vacuous grin is certainly increasingly evident in

Moscow with Mishka bear on posters, on the television and a large

number of Olympic souvenirs. If you have the best part of £100 to

spare you may buy a Mishka bear made out of cowhide. Those not prepared

L

to spend quite so much can buy perfume in plastic Mishka bear flasks,

woolly Mishkas, china Mishkas with flowers or badges with the bear engaged

in various sports. The badge with the bear holding a pistol seems to have

been withdrawn from sale.
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