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Pri m e M i n i s t e r 1 s V i s i t t o C a n b e r r a : R h o d e s i a 


I a t t a c h t h e r e c o r d of t h e m e e t i n g t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r had on 

S a t u r d a y 30 June w i t h Mr. F r a s e r . As you w i l l s e e, most of t h e 

d i s c u s s i o n was about R h o d e s i a and t h e Commonwealth Heads o f 

Government M e e t i n g i n Lusaka. Mr. F r a s e r f l o a t e d t h e i d e a t h a t 

t h e B r i t i s h Government s h o u l d l a u n c h a t Lu s a k a what he c a l l e d a 

" p r o c e s s " w h i c h would e x p l a i n t o t h o s e t a k i n g p a r t how we pr o p o s e d 

t o b u i l d on what had a l r e a d y been a c h i e v e d i n R h o d e s i a by b r i n g i n g 

f o r w a r d f u r t h e r c o n s t i t u t i o n a l changes i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f g r e a t e r 

Africfc.ii i . s a t i o n and w h i c h would make c l e a r how we i n t e n d e d t o 

i n v o l v e a l l t h e p a r t i e s t o the pr o b l e m , i n c l u d i n g t h e F r o n t - l i n e 

S t a t e s and t h e P a t r i o t i c F r o n t l e a d e r s , i n t he c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e s e 

changes. You w i l l see from t h e r e c o r d t h a t t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r 

e x p l a i n e d why we had r e s e r v a t i o n s about t h i s a p p r o a c h , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

s i n c e Mr. F r a s e r seemed t o t h i n k t h a t we s h o u l d seek forma] 

endorsement f o r i t a t Lus a k a . 


The f o l l o w i n g day a t a d i n n e r g i v e n by t h e H i g h Commissioner 

P a r k i n s o n , t h e S e c r e t a r y o f t h e Department of F o r e i g n A f f a i r s , 

(who had not h i m s e l f been p r e s e n t a t t h e m e e t i n g on S a t u r d a y ) gave 

John Hunt t h e a t t a c h e d p i e c e of paper w h i c h he s a i d s e t out t h e 

e s s e n t i a l s o f what t h e A u s t r a l i a n s b e l i e v e d t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r and 

Mr. F r a s e r had agreed. In f a c t t h i s was no more than a summary of 

t h e l i n e Mr. F r a s e r had p u r s u e d t h e p r e v i o u s day, and John Hunt 

and I e x p l a i n e d t o P a r k i n s o n and t o Yeend. t h e S e c r e t a r y of t h e 

A u s t r a l i a n C a b i n e t , why we c o u l d not a c c e p t t h e i r p i e c e of paper as 

an a g r e e d resume o f t h e Pr i m e M i n i s t e r s ' t a l k . We l e f t i t a t t h a t , 

and John Hunt and I do not f e e l t h a t t h e r e i s any need t o t a k e t h e 

A u s t r a l i a n a t t e m p t t o g e t an agr e e d p i e c e of paper any f u r t h e r . 

But i t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t the A u s t r a l i a n s w i l l want t o have f u r t h e r 

c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h us d u r i n g t h e run-up t o Lu s a k a . I f t h e y do, 

we e x p e c t them t o approach us t h r o u g h F r e e t h h e r e i n London. 

The P r i m e M i n i s t e r i s c o n t e n t f o r f u r t h e r c o n s u l t a t i o n s t o t a k e p l a c e 


There i s a f u r t h e r a s p e c t about t h e A u s t r a l i a n a c t i v i t y on 

R h o d e s i a and Lusa k a w h i c h does n ot come out of t h e r e c o r d . 

D o n a l d T e b b i t b e l i e v e s t h a t Mr. F r a s e r i s s e e k i n g a r o l e f o r 

h i m s e l f as an i n t e r m e d i a r y between B r i t a i n and t h e b l a c k A f r i c a n 

s t a t e s who i s g o i n g t o f i n d a way f o r w a r d i n R h o d e s i a w h i c h w i l l 
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f o r e s t a l l an e x p l o s i o n a t L u s a k a w h i c h might wreck t h e Commonwealth. 

Mr. F r a s e r s a i d n o t h i n g e x p l i c i t about t h i s p o s s i b l e r o l e f o r 

h i m s e l f a t h i s m e e t i n g w i t h t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r , but i t seemed t o 

us t h a t h i s g e n e r a l approach t o t h e i s s u e s he r a i s e d and a 

subsequent remark by Yeend t o John Hunt l e n t s u p p o r t t o 

Donald T e b b i t ' s view. T h i s i s s o m e t h i n g w h i c h you w i l l want t o 

b e a r i n mind i f t h e A u s t r a l i a n s seek f u r t h e r c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h 

us i n t h e next c o u p l e o f weeks. 


I am c o p y i n g t h i s l e t t e r t o M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 


George Walden, E s q . , 

F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e . 
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