
I 
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MAIN BUILD ING W H I T E H A L L LONDON SW1 

Telephone 01-93SX02X 218 6169 

D/S of S 138/79 


2 0 t h June 1979 


u 


W i t h your l e t t e r o f 8thXJune t o Roger Facer 

you enclosed a copy o f one which t he Prime M i n i s t e r 

had r e c e i v e d from a Mr P H James about t h e t r a i n i n g 

and equipment o f U n i t e d Kingdom t r o o p s i n N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d , and you asked f o r a d r a f t r e p l y . 


Since, as you s a i d i n your l e t t e r o f 1 1 t h June, 

th e Prime M i n i s t e r has s a i d t h a t Mr James' l e t t e r 

s h o u l d be t a k e n " v e r y s e r i o u s l y i n d e e d " t h e enc l o s e d 

d r a f t P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y r e p l y examines i n d e t a i l t h e 

p o i n t s w h i c h Mr James r a i s e d . 


I am c o p y i n g t h i s l e t t e r t o Joe P i l l i n g 

( N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d O f f i c e ) . 


0. (D T PIPER) 


Bryan C a r t l e d g e Esq., 

10 Downing S t r e e t 




The Prime M i n i s t e r has asked me t o thank you 

/ 

f o r y o ur l e t t e r o f 6th June about t he t r a i n i n g and 

equipment of t r o o p s i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . Since i  t 

would be a m a t t e r o f s e r i o u s concern i  f t r o o p s were 

i n a d e q u a t e l y p r e p a r e d f o r t h e i r arduous d u t i e s i n t h e 

Pr o v i n c e I -*TJuld l i k e t o doaL^in d e t a i l with t h e 

p o i n t s w h i c h you have made^ VrtW. fltSfaJ . 

I t may be h e l p f u l i f I were t o d e s c r i b e t h e 


b a s i s o f t h e N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d t r a i n i n g system. The 


r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r d e c i d i n g on the t r a i n i n g r e q u i r e d 


and t h e t i m e needed t o pr e p a r e a u n i t f o r o p e r a t i o n s 


i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d r e s t s w i t h t h e Commanding O f f i c e r 


as a normal f u n c t i o n o f command. The N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 


T r a i n i n g and A d v i s o r y Teams (one i n BAOR and one i n 


UKLF) p r o v i d e t r a i n i n g a d v i c e and a s s i s t a n c e , and t h e 


u n i t ' s s u p e r i o r Headquarters ensure t h a t t h e u n i t i s 


g i v e n a l l t h e a s s i s t a n c e i t needs and i s f u l l y p r e p a r e d 


f o r i t s t o u r . I can assure you t h a t N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 


/ t r a i n i n g ... 
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t r a i n i n g i s g i v e n t h e h i g h e s t p r i o r i t y . I u n d e r s t a n d 


t h a t The Queen's Own Hussars, whom you men t i o n 


p a r t i c u l a r l y , have expressed themselves t o t a l l y s a t i s f i e d 


w i t h t h e t r a i n i n g arrangements and b e l i e v e t h a t t h e 


Regiment was f u l l y p r e p a r e d f o r i t s t o u r i n  N 0 r t h e r n 


I r e l a n d . 


3£ The t i m e w h i c h a u n i t r e q u i r e s f o r t r a i n i n g w i l l 

depend on i t s r o l e and p r e v i o u s e x p e r i e n c e . Non­

i n f a n t r y u n i t s are a d v i s e d t o a l l o c a t e a minimum o f 

e i g h t t o t e n weeks, a l t h o u g h many i n d i v i d u a l s w i l l 

commence t h e i r t r a i n i n g w e l l b e f o r e t h i s . The Commanding 
/ 

O f f i c e r o f The Queen's Own Hussars.who are n o t 


i n e x p e r i e n c e d i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d d u t i e s ^ h a v i n g completed 


two s u c c e s s f u l t o u r s i n r e c e n t y e a r s , a l l o c a t e d t e n weeks 


f o r t he t r a i n i n g . 


typ. The need t o r e o r g a n i s e and t r a i n n o n - i n f a n t r y 

u n i t s f o r o p e r a t i o n s i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d i s f u l l y 

a p p r e c i a t e d , a l t h o u g h i n f a c t many of t h e q u a l i t i e s needed 

/ a l e r t n e s s 
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a l e r t n e s s , o b s e r v a t i o n , f i t n e s s and i n i t i a t i v e - are 


those r e q u i r e d o f a l l s o l d i e r s , i r r e s p e c t i v e of r o l e . 


N o n - i n f a n t r y u n i t s are g i v e n a d d i t i o n a l a s s i s t a n c e 


t h r o u g h t h e attachment of a team from an i n f a n t r y 


b a t t a l i o n w i t h r e c e n t N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d e x p e r i e n c e , and 


t h e y are a d v i s e d t o a l l o c a t e more t r a i n i n g t i m e t h a n 


i n f a n t r y u n i t s . 


I a t t a c h a n o t e on t h e p o i n t s r a i s e d i n the 


Appendix t o your l e t t e r about v a r i o u s d e t a i l e d aspects 


of equipment and t r a i n i n g . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r hopes t h a t t h i s l e t t e r w i l l 


r e a s s u r e you t h a t the c l o s e s t a t t e n t i o n i s g i v e n t o 


t h e t r a i n i n g and equipment o f needs of t r o o p s s e r v i n g 

I 

i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . Our s o l d i e r s t h e r e do an e x c e l l e n t 


j o b i n v e r y d i f f i c u l t c o n d i t i o n s , and t h e y deserve no 


l e s s . 




TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT IN NORTHERN IRELAND 


1. Age and S e r v i c e a b i l i t y o f S e l f Loading R i f l e s (SLRs). 

The SLR e n t e r e d s e r v i c e i n t h e B r i t i s h Army i n l j ^ 6 _ and we 

are now c o n s i d e r i n g i t s replacement. A l l SLRs are 

r e l a t i v e l y o l d and w e l l used, a l t h o u g h s t i l  l e f f e c t i v e 

weapons. A l l weapons are i n s p e c t e d by t h e armourers o f t h e 

u n i t drawing weapons f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d and d e f e c t i v e 

weapons are r e p l a c e d . Each SLR r e q u i r e s an i n d i v i d u a l gun 

a p e r t u r e s e t t i n g , s u f f i c i e n t t o cock t he weapon b u t n o t so 

g r e a t as t o cause t o o l a r g e a r e c o i l . Each weapon i s 

a d j u s t e d by t h e f i r e r t o ensure t h e r e i s no d e l a y i n 

f i r i n g . I f he i s n o t s a t i s f i e d t h e weapon i s r e p l a c e d . 


2. T r a i n i n g o f SLR f o r Royal Armoured Corps R e c r u i t s . 

A l l s o l d i e r s u s i n g the SLR i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d are g i v e n 

t h o r o u g h t r a i n i n g i n i t s use. Most s o l d i e r s w i l l have 

completed t he f u l l e i g h t t o t e n weeks N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 

t r a i n i n g and w i l l have been i n pos s e s s i o n of t h e i r SLRs f o r 

t h i s complete p e r i o d . I f f o r any reason t h e y j o i n t h e 

t r a i n i n g l a t e r , i t i s t h e d u t y o f t h e Squadron Commander 

t o ensure t h a t t h e i r weapon h a n d l i n g i s of the r e q u i r e d 

s t a n d a r d . There are f a c i l i t i e s f o r t r a i n i n g t o be 

c o n t i n u e d i f necessary i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d b e f o r e t he 

s o l d i e r s t a k e up d u t i e s . 


3. & 4. Urban P a t r o l Boots. A l l u n i t s g o i n g t o N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d r e c e i v e a 100% a l l o c a t i o n o f p a t r o l b o o t s . Both 

The Queen's Own Hussars (QOH) and t h e Blues and Royals 

(RHG/D) r e c e i v e d a l l t he boots they demanded. The boots 

are a r e l a t i v e l y new i s s u e and t h e r e may have been 

p r o j e c t i o n d i f f i c u l t i e s i n e n s u r i n g t h e i r t i m e l y a r r i v a l . 

However^ e v e n " i f t h e r e were such d i f f i c u l t i e s t h e r e would 

have been no need f o r i n d i v i d u a l s t o purchase boots from 

c i v i l i a n sources; t he s t a n d a r d i s s u e boot i s p e r f e c t l y 

adequate and was used by u n i t s f o r t h e f i r s t e i g h t years o f 

t h e N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d campaign. 


5. Gloves. U n t i l r e c e n t l y N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d combat 

gl o v e s were i s s u e d o n l y f o r u n i t s c o m p l e t i n g t o u r s t h e r e 

d u r i n g w i n t e r . Gloves are now i s s u e d t o a l l u n i t s , and 

the system w i l l change i n September t o ensure t h a t u n i t s 


/ r e c e i v e 
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r e c e i v e t h e i r g l o v e s two months b e f o r e deployment. U n i t s 

c u r r e n t l y r e c e i v e t h e i r g l o v e s on a r r i v a l i n N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d ; RHG/D r e c e i v e d 426 p a i r s and QOH are r e c e i v i n g 

450 p a i r s . 


6. Radios. A41 r a d i o s are n o t o u t d a t e d . They c o n t i n u e 

t o be used by some i n f a n t r y b a t t a l i o n s i n BAOR. A41 

r a d i o s supplemented by pocket 'phones f o r t h e Urban Dry 

T r a i n i n g Area phase o f t r a i n i n g are p e r f e c t l y adequate 

t o p r e p a r e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . CLANSMAN r a d i o s are n o t 

used i n B e l f a s t , t h e l o c a t i o n o f b o t h QOH and RHG/D. 


7. Watercannon and N i t e s u n . The watercannon, w h i c h 

has n o t been used i n the P r o v i n c e f o r over two y e a r s , 

would be op e r a t e d by a s p e c i a l i s t u n i t . There i s no 

re q u i r e m e n t f o r u n i t s under t r a i n i n g t o see or use i t  . 

There are t h r e e N i t e s u n equipments a v a i l a b l e i n t h e BAOR 

area f o r use by u n i t s on N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d t r a i n i n g i f 

r e q u i r e d . 


8. I n d i v i d u a l Weapon S i g h t s (IWS). Both u n i t s were 

i s s u e d w i t h 30 IWS f o r t r a i n i n g . 


9. Baton Rounds 45 G r a i n . Because o f a t e c h n i c a l f a u l t 

t h e round has been t e m p o r a r i l y w i t h d r a w n from t r a i n i n g . 

Because o f i t s power t h i s round i s seldom used i n N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d , and t h e n o n l y under s t r i c t l y c o n t r o l l e d c o n d i t i o n s . 


10. Land Rovers and R i o t C o n t r o l Equipment. These are 

n o t i n s h o r t s u p p l y . " P i g s " are o n l y used d u r i n g t h e 

i n t e n s i v e f i n a l f o r t n i g h t ' s t r a i n i n g , w h i c h i s q u i t e 

adequate t o p r a c t i c e v e h i c l e d r i l l s . The v e h i c l e s a re 

d r i v e n by Royal Corps o f T r a n s p o r t d r i v e r s b o t h on t r a i n i n g 

and i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . 


11. T i n C i t y UDTA. The use of t h e T i n C i t y UDTA i s a 

c l i m a x t o t h e t r a i n i n g f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . T r a i n i n g 

p r i o r t o t h i s takes p l a c e i n b a r r a c k s w h i c h i s as 

c h a l l e n g i n g and i m a g i n a t i v e as t h e u n i t makes i t  . Indeed 

some u n i t s have found ' T i n C i t y ' t o be an a n t i - c l i m a x a f t e r 

t h e i r own in-house t r a i n i n g . 


/ 12. .. 




12. Accommodation. A h u t t e d camp i s a v a i l a b l e f o r 

u n i t s d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r months and a t e n t e d camp i s used 

d u r i n g t h e summer. E a r l y May was u n f o r t u n a t e l y c o l d t h i s 

y e a r b u t i t d i d n o t p r e v e n t QOH c o m p l e t i n g t h e i r t r a i n i n g . 


13. Mock-Ups and Models. U n i t s r e c e i v e l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s 

of maps, a i r photographs, photographs and v i d e o t a p e s o f 

t h e i r a reas. A d d i t i o n a l l y , p a t r o l commanders d e p l o y a t 

l e a s t one week e a r l y t o t h e i r areas i n o r d e r t o f a m i l i a r i s e 

themselves w i t h t h e ground. Mock-ups and models are n o t 

t h o u g h t t o be necessary. 


14. RHG/D C a s u a l t i e s . Two s o l d i e r s o f RHG/D were k i l l e d 

by t e r r o r i s t s . While any such c a s u a l t i e s are t o be 

d e p l o r e d , those s u f f e r e d by RHG/D are n o t e x c e p t i o n a l . 

The i n f a n t r y u n i t i n the a d j o i n i n g area l o s t t h r e e s o l d i e r s 

i n t h e same p e r i o d . 



