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o hope you have had a good Christmas, and that you have been able to
enjoy @& worthwhile respite from the political treadmill.

I am writing now beaause we atart immedimately after the recesa with the
devolution debate, and thers does seem to me %o he one fundamental
dimension of thia which I believe it is very much in ocur interest to
strees, and yet which (so far as I am aware)} we have hitherto largely

ignored,

Briefly, the point ie this. The Scots {or many of them, at any rate) are
fod up with decisions affecting Scotland - and in partioular industrial
(0il) mnd econcomic decisions — being taken in Whitehall and at Weatminste:
Kow, while one answer to this (and perhaps the fatural one for & Sovialist
Government) may be to devolve some of the powers of Goveranment to some
genuinely Scottish organ of governmeant, & betiter answer {(and one much more
in kesping with our own political philcosophy) is surely ¥o reduce the
powars of Westmineler and Whitehall, especially in the economic and X
industrial spherss, %; Iatirn them to the pecple thpoughoui thse United
Kingdom, including the people o cotilAand, Lo the greatest practicable
axrtent. It is no accident that as the power of the State has steadily
increased, ae the share of GNP taken Ly Goverumenl spending bas steadily
risen, and with it the proportion of income taken in taxation, so
peparatist tendencies within the UK have gsdwadily grown. For the greater
the powers of Government (especially the eccronic powara} the more
important it becomes who precisXely the Government ia. State Socialiem,

in short, inevitably Dreeds separatism: it is notable, for emample, how,
throughout the ex-Empite, the departure of the British and out reaplacemeni
by indigenocus state socialia® regimed of one kind or ancother has time
after time led o a resurgence of tribal conflict. Thus the Conservative
insiastence on reducing the power of the 8tate is in all probabllity
eaoantial to the continuing integrity of the United Kingdom - and cert-
ainly to apy reduction in the pressurs of gteam behind separatiam move-
rents of all kinde within the UK.

It is probably alao trus that, as Professor Alan Pegcock argues {gee
Kilbrandon Report, vol II, pp X and =), an over-large public sector
leads %o 8 losa of democratic conirol (in contrast %o the true democracy
of the markeit-place} and thus %o increased dissatisfaction with the
demockstic Bystem and all ite institutions. However, this is essentially
a 4ifferent poeint =~ althdugh both a relatsd and an important one. VWhat I
am conoerned to ptress here is that it is %o & very conglderable extent
the increaping politicisation of ecomomic and induatrial decieicn-making
that has cauged a gr::in§ pumbar of Scote to seek a Government (or at
least a quasi-Government) of their own; and that until this trend is
raverued the 'devOlubion' isgue 1 likely to Wecoms increasingly
acrimonious.

I do hope this inevitably oversimplified thesieg mekes senss to you: I am
cexsainly coavinced of 1t myaelf.

With all my very best wishes to you for 1976, ’E}yﬁﬁlx
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