PRESS OFFICE BULLETIN date: 25/10/79

CHATIRMANSHIP OF THE BBC GOVERNORS

I spoke to Home Office Press Office about the attached correspondence.
Home Office only has an advisory role on this appointment which formal
is made by The Queen on the PM's recommendation.

Once Sir Michael Swann's appointment as Provost of Oriel College,
Oxford is announced this afternoon, we can merely confirm that he is
giving up the Chairmanship of the Board of Governors from July 1980,

Originally Sir Michael Swann was reappointed as Governor and Chairman
of the BBC from 1 August 1979 to 31 December 1980 (see press notice
of 26 June). So he will be giving up the Chairmanship of the Board
of Governors a few months earlier than anticipated. However, his
move is being made with the consent of The Queen and the PM,
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The Prime Minister has Seéen your letter O 23 Octobey
to Clive Whitmore about the Chairmanship of the BRC Governgrg_
She accepts Sir Michael Swann's wish to give up the post
at the end of July next year, and she is content that thig
should be made known on Thursday, 25 October.

enquiries following the announcement from Oriel, but 1 u”dersiand
that no formal announcement on the Government's Part will pe



From: THE f’m:rn: SECRETARY
PRIMNE /INIs _7'::-'/(-
Cmlnt Ak S /Y Swann’s med—(7s
Apan s spoudd W apngunccd s Tins

HOME OFFICE

QUEEN ANNE'S GATE LONDON SWiH gAT W
7

23 October 1979

APPOINTMENTS - IN CONFIDENCE |1;’ ‘

. LN a,:‘w CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE BBC GOVERNORS

has been invited to become Provost of Oriel College, Oxford
from 1 October 1980, and he would accordingly like to give

up the chairmanship of the BBC Board of Governors from the

end of July 1980.

until the end of 1980, he did so on the basis of an under-
standing with the Home Secretary that he would be free to
leave earlier to take Up some suitable offer provided he
gave at least six months' notice.

The Home Secretary believes it is right to allow Sir
Michael Swann to take up this opportunity on the basis of
Gz the understandlng he reached earlier, and for it to be
(}uﬂ}”"- announced very soon rather than risk leakage and speculation.
2 J) If the Prifie Mifiister is content, you may wish to let the
ﬂv; ’ liPalace know informally, since the appointment is made by
A ri‘l The Queen on the Prime Minister's recommendation. It would
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s be most helpful if we were able to let Sir Michael Swann know
e ' in the course of tomorrow. | _

J. A. CHILCOT

Clive Whitmore, Esq.






