
CONFIDENTIAL 

GR 3 1 3 


C O N F I D E N T I A L 


FM TEHRAN 2 2 1 1 1 5 2 DEC 


TO IMMEDIATE FCO 


TELEGRAM NUMBER 1 3 8 1 OF 22 DEC 7 9 


INFO IMMEDIATE C A B I N E T O F F I C E ( O I O ) , MODUK ( D l l AND D S S l l ) , 


ORE 5 , WASHINGTON, U K M I S NEW Y O R K , BAHRAIN 


INFO P R I O R I T Y ABU DHABI A N K A R A , BAGHDAD, DOHA, D U B A I , 


I S L A M A B A D , J E D D A , K A B U L , KUWAIT , MOSCOW, T O K Y O , MUSCAT, 


NEW DELHI AND EEC P O S T S . 


MY T E L N O 1 3 7 4 : S I T U A T I O N IN I R A N . 

1 .	 H O S T A G E S . THERE HAS BEEN L I T T L E MOVE] V ON T H I S j ; , 

TEHRAN RADIO PROGRAMMES ••'ERE INTERRUPT' ' . • L.-* N IGHT V 3R 

THE R E L E A S E OF A STATEMENT BY KHOMEINI I N S T R U C T I N G THE 

REVOLUTIONARY C O U N C I L TO P E R M I T C H R I S T I A N M I N I S T E R S TO V I S I T 

THE HOSTAGES ON C H R I S T M A S D A Y . KHOMEINI S A I D THAT P R E F E R E N C E 

SHOULD BE G I V E N TO B L A C K C L E R G E Y M E N IN VIEW OF THEIR STANCE ON 

" A M E R I C A N C R I M E S " T H E R E HAS BEEN NO MORE WORD OF O B V E R S E R S 

B E I N G G I V E N A C C E S S TO THE HOSTAGES B E F O R E C H R I S T M A S AND NO 

WORD TO THE L O C A L C H R I S T I A N C L E R G Y , ALTHOUGH I L E A R N THAT A 

NUMBER OF V O L U N T E E R S FROM THE US HAVE COME FORWARD. 

2 .	 IN Z A H E D A N , L O C A L R E L I G O U S L E A D E R S HAVE DEEM M E D I A T I N G 

IN AN ATTEMPT TO STOP THE F I G H T I N G IN WHICH AT L E A S T S I X 
: : ' I .ay , n F . ' ITING 

1 ~  Ii

BALUCHI T R I B E S M E N . Y E S T E R D A Y AFTERNOON IT WAS REPORTED THAT 

A C  . E F I R E HAD BEEN A G R E E D , 

3 .	 T H E R E ARE S T I L L NO O F F I C I A L C A N D I D A T E S FOR THE J A N U A R Y 

2 5 P R E S I D E N T I A L E L E C T I O N S , NOMINATIONS FOR WHICH ARE 

DUE BY 2 9 D E C E M B E R , ALTHOUGH ADMIRAL MADAM I HAS I N D I C A T E D 

THAT HE . W I L L S T A N D . AYATOLLAR 3 E H E S H T I WHO IS ALSO W I D E L Y 

F A N C I E D , HAS B E E N QUOTED AS S A Y I N G THAT HE HAS NO I N T E R E S T 

IN NOMINATING H I M S E L F AS A C A N D I D A T E , BUT WOULD RUN FOR 

E L E C T I O N IF " R E L I G I O U S L Y D I R E C T E D " TO DO S O , OTHER P O S S I B L E 
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CONTENDERS ARE ABOL HASSAN BAM I SADR, MEHDI B A 2 A R G A N , EBRAHIM 

Y A Z D ! , SADE6H T A 3 A T A 1 A I AND A Y A T O L L A H K H A L K H A L I . ONCE 

THE 29 DECEMBER D E A D L I N E FOR NOMINATIONS HAS P A S S E D , THE M I N I S T R Y 

OF THE INTERIOR WILL SUBMIT THE L I S T OF C A N D I D A T E S TO KHOMEINJ 

FOR A P P R O V A L . WHEN T H I S HAS BEEN G I V E N , THE M I N I S T R Y OF THE 

INTERIOR W I L L ANNOUNCE THE F I N A L L I S T OF C A N D I D A T E S . 

4 , THE I R A N I A N P R E S S AND NEWSAGENCIES REPORT THE WITHDRAWAL 

OF I R A N I A N D I P L O M A T I C S T A F F FROM MOROCCO AS A P R E L U D E TO 

A BREAK IN R E L A T I O N S , " * 

5 . NEXT S I T R E P W I L L BE SENT ON 24 D E C E M B E R . 

GR AH AM 

ADDITIONAL DISTRIBUTION 
DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 

TEHRAN SPECIAL 
MED SED 

CONS D TEED 
CONS EM UNIT NAD 
EESD MAED 
ES 3c SD 
BID 
HEN AD 
SAD - 2 -

CONFIDENTIAL. 



