GORBACHEV CALL TO BUSH
21 FEBRUARY 91
1845-1920

THE PRESIDENT HELLO MIKHAIL, HOW ARE YOU?

GORBACHEV GOOD MORNING, ITS MORNING HERE.
IHE PRESIDENT I KNOW. WHY ARE YOU WORKING SO LATE?

GORBACHEV HELLO GOOD AFTERNOON TO YOU. I HAVE SPENT 3 HOURS
TALKING TO AZIZ AND IMMEDIATELY TQ INFORM YOU ABOUT IT. THE
CONVERSATION TOOK PLACE ON BASIS OF SERIQUS SHIFT IN THEIR
POSITION. TODAY I CAN SEE SUCH KIND OF IMPRESSION BASED ON
REALISM. AFTER QUR CONVERSATION, IT SEEMED WE WERE DEVELOPING
SUCH A SCHEME AS POLITICAL SOLUTION OF THE CONFLICT.

1 WE REBUTTED ALL THEIR ATTEMPTS TO TIE MAIN ISSUE WITH ALL
OTHER QUESTIONS OF THE REGION.

AND WE FIRMLY PUSHED YOUR POSITION F EXCHANGE OF POWS AND
RESTORATION OF THE AUTHORITY AND RETURN OF LEGITIMATE POWER TO
KUWAIT.

THE SCHEME LOOKS LIKE THE FOLLOWING NOW:

1. IRAQ DECLARES AN UNCONDITIONAL WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS FROM
KUWAIT

2. THE WITHDRAWAL STARTS NEXT DAY AFTER CEASEFIRE.
3. THE WITHDRAWAL EXERCISED IN STRICTLY FIXED TERMS AND DATES

4. IT IS AFTER DURATION OF THE TERM WHEN TWO THIRDS OF ALL TROOPS
PULLED OUT OF KUWAIT, THAT THE ECONOMIC SANCTIONS WOULD BE
RELEASED.

5. AFTER COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL FROM KUWAIT, THE REASON FOR ADOPTION
OF UN RESOLUTIONS WILL BE ELIMINATED AND THEY WILL NO LONGER HAVE
ANY STANDING.

6. VERIFICATION OF WITHDRAWAL IS EXERCISED BY OBSERVERS
AUTHORIZED BY UN SECURITY COUNCIL.

THE MOST COMPLICATE POINT AND I SHOULD SAY ALL POINTS WERE
COMPLICATED BUT THE MOST COMPLEX THE TERM OR DURATION FOR
WITHDRAWAL.

SINCE THE POWs WOULD BE RELEASED AFTER THE CEASEFIRE AND SINCE WE
CAN RETURN THE LEGITIMATE AUTHORITIES OF KUWAIT AND WE HAVE



AGREED ON THE UNACCEPTABILITY OF TYING THIS UP WITH PALESTINIAN

igg OTHER ISSUES -- WE HAVE ELIMINATED THESE QUESTIONS FROM THE
NDA .

BUT ON THE WITHDRAWAL THEY SAID THAT IT WOULD TAKE ABOUT SIX
WEEKS. WE SAID THAT WAS UNACCEPTAEBLE AND WE PUT IN FRONT OF THEM
THE QUESTION OF REDUCING THIS TERM BY AT LEAST TWICE. AND DURING
FIRST WEEKS TWO THIRDS HAVE TO BE PULLED OUT, AND FROM VERY FIRST
DAY THEY WILL BE PULLED OUT ON LARGE SCALE. HE CLAIMED IT IS
UNREALISTIC BECAUSE ALL THE COMMUNICATIONS AND FACILITIES ARE
DESTROYED. THE BRIDGES ARE DESTROYED. BUT NOW THEY HAVE THE
CONDITIONS WE PUT IN FRONT OF THEM.

RIGHT NOW HE WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH BAGHDAD, AND TODAY FROM 8 OR 9
IN THE MORNING THE WORK WILL CONTINUE, AND IN A THOROUGH AND
DETAILED WAY WE MUST EXAMINE EACH ISSUE. I DON'T KNOW WHAT
BAGHDAD WILL SAY WHAT THEIR FINAL REACTION WILL BE, BUT I HAVE
IMPRESSION THAT THERE IS AN IMPORTANT SHIFT HERE. WE ARE
INSISTING ON HAVING AN ANSWER FROM THEM IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE
DAY SO THAT WE CAN COMPLETE IT ALL. IF WE CAN REACH AN
ACCEPTABLE POSITION, WE CAN LET THIS MATTER BE PUBLIC AND INVOLVE
THE UN GENERAL SECRETARY. MAYBE GEORGE YOU WILL ALSO THINK ABOUT
A B

THAT IN A QUICK WAY TELLS YOU THE ESSENCE OF THESE VERY SHARP AND
SERIOUS CONVERSATIONS.

THE PRESIDENT FIRST, THANK YOU FOR COURTESY OF PHONE CALL.
SECONDLY, I THOUGHT BESSMERTNYKH MADE GOOD COMMENT WHEN HE SAID
IT IS NOT UP TO BUSH TO REJECT THE PLAN BECAUSE THIS IS MATTER WE
ARE TALKING TO TARIQ AZIZ ABOUT. AND I UNDERSTOOD WHAT HE MEANT
AND I THINK IT WAS A VERY GOOD POINT. WE HEARD THE SPEECH TODAY
BY SADDAM HUSAYN AND SAW NOTHING IN THERE POSITIVE AND UNLESS

THERE IS TOTAL CHANGE I WOULD BE SURPRISED IF HE WOULD ACCEPT
THESE TERMS.

HAVING SAID THAT, I WOULD BE LESS THAN FRANK IF I DID NOT MAKE
SEVERAL COMMENTS HERE HAVING JUST LISTENED TO THESE IDEAS FOR THE
FIRST TIME. VERY CANDIDLY, TO BE VERY HONEST WITH YOU, WE HAVE
NO TRUST ANYMORE IN ANYTHING THE MAN SAYS. THIS IS NOT JUST THE
U.S., IT IS THE OTHER COALITION FORCES TOO. AND THE IDEA OF
STOPPING AND HOPING HE WILL THEN FOLLOW THROUGH ON A CEASE FIRE,

I AM CERTAIN WILL BE UNACCEPTABLE TO THE COALITION, I AM CERTAIN
OF THAT.

WE ARE CONVINCED HE IS BEATING UP THESE POWS AND THIS HAS SAME
DEVASTATING EFFECT IN OUR COUNTRY AS IT WOULD IN THE SOVIET UNION
IF THESE WERE SOVIET SOLDIERS. THERE HAS TO BE AN IMMEDIATE
RELEASE OF POWS HE HAS NOT EVEN PERMITTED THE ICRC TO SEE THESE
PEOPLE, WHERE THE SAUDIS HOLD SEVERAL THOUSANDS IRAQIS WHO ARE
BEING WELL TREATED, CERTIFIABLY SO.

THERE IS5 ANOTHER UN RESOLUTION WHICH RELATES TO DAMAGES OR
REPARATIONS AND THAT OBVIOUSLY SOME OF THE KUWAIT LEADERS SAUDI
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LEADERS FEEL VERY STRONGLY THAT THERE HAS TO BE PROPER PAY BACK
FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE AND OTHER DAMAGE THAT IS CALLED FOR
UNDER ONE OF THE UN RESOLUTIONS. I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THERE WAS
ANY DISCUSSION OF ARMS EMBARGO BUT THE IDEA OF RELEASING THE
SANCTIONS UNTIL THESE POINTS ARE TOTALLY SATISFIED IS NOT GOQD.
THE QUESTION OF WEAPONS OR NONCONVENTIONAL WEAPONS, CHEMICAL,
BIOLOGICAL AND NUCLEAR, IS SOMETHING THAT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO
THE COUNTRIES THAT WE ARE STANDING WITH THERE AND I AM SURE THAT
WOULD BE IMPORTANT TO SOVIETS AND I DON'T SEE HOW WE RESOLVE THAT

QUESTION, BUT THE IDEA THAT HE CAN SOMEHOW GET A VICTORY OUT OF A
CRUSHING DEFEAT WOULD SIMPLY BE UNACCEPTAELE.

ONE PROBLEM THAT JIM MAY HAVE MENTIONED TO BESSMERTNYKH IS IF YOU
TAKE OFF ECONOMIC SANCTIONS BEFORE DUST SETTLES, THEY START
REARMING AND THEY OUGHT TO USE THEIR VAST OIL REVENUES FOR
PEACEFUL MEANS. BUT IF YOU REMOVE ECONOMIC SANCTIONS TO GET HIM
TO STOF OR WITHDRAWAL THAT PROBLEM IS VERY MUCH STILL ON THE
TABLE, IT SEEMS TO ME.

I APPRECIATE VERY MUCH THE EFFORT YOUR TRYING TO MAKE ON THE TIME
OF WITHDRAWAL BUT OQUR ESTIMATES AND THOSE OF OUR COALITION
PARTNER ARE CAREFULLY DETERMINED. IT TOOK HIM ONLY 48 HOURS TO
GET A HELL OF A LOT OF TROOFS IN KUWAIT AND NOW I ADMIT THAT A
LOT OF THEIR TRANSPORTATION IS DOWN BUT THEY CAN DO A LOT BETTER
THAN A RELATIVELY SLOW WITHDRAWAL AND I THINK YOU WERE RIGHT TO
POINT THAT OUT TO THEM BUT I WOULD HAVE TO THINK VERY CAREFULLY
ABOUT ANY FORMULA OTHER THAN WE HAVE PROPOSED.

THE UN RESOLUTIONS I THINK TALK ABOUT THEIR GOING BACK TO THEIR
POSITIONS BEFORE THE INVASION AND THEY CAN GO BACK INTO SOUTHERN
IRAQ WITHOUT GOING OVER ANY BRIDGES. BUT THOSE ARE JUST SOME
PRELIMINARY THOUGHTS. THIS COMES AS VERY BIG NEWS TO US AND WE
WILL START QUR CONFERENCE WITH THE OTHER COUNTRIES WHO HAVE
STAKES IN THIS ON THE GROUND THERE.

GORBACHEV GEORGE, I UNDERSTAND THAT WE ARE DISCUSSING AN ISSUE OF
GREAT IMPORTANCE AND THAT IS WHY I AM THINKING ABOUT YOUR
ARGUMENTS IN MOST CAREFUL WAY. AND I REALLY HIGHLY APPRECIATE
THAT WE ARE WORKING TOGETHER IN THE SPIRIT OF COMPLETE
UNDERSTANDING. TODAY THERE MAY BE A SERIOUS SHIFT BY SADDAM AND
IN THE THINKING OF SADDAM AND PEOFLE AROUND HIM. THERE WOULD
HAVE BEEN NO CHANGES LIKE THIS IF WE HADN'T ACTED TOGETHER BEFORE
JANUARY 15 AND AFTER. AND I DO NOT WANT TO UNDERESTIMATE TO
ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY'S SANCTIONS AS WELL AS THE BURDEN
OF ARMS AND MILIARY SANCTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE US
ADMINISTRATION AND AMERICAN PEOPLE. AND EVERYTHING IS CHANGING
AS A RESULT OF THE EFFICIENCY OF ALL THESE MEASURES AND EFFORTS.

WE HAVE OUR RESERVATIONS IN BELIEVING SADDAM WHO MADE SUCH A
SPEECH AS HE MADE TODAY. BUT WE ALSO KEEP THIS IN MIND, BUT WHEN
WE DISCUSSED THESE PROPOSALS AND THE FORMULATION OF ALL THESE
POSITIONS, WE DECIDED TO CHECK THEIR INTENTIONS AND TOLD AZIZ
THAT WE WILL MAKE IT KNOWN TO ALL THE NEWS MEDIA. AND HE SAID
THEY HAVE ADOPTED THE DECISION TO GO FOR THIS MOVE AND HE AGREED
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TO MAKE IT ALL PUBLIC WHICH I THINK
PLACE THERE . MEANS A CHANGE IS TALKING

I THINK THAT WE MUST TRY TO REALIZE THE FRUITS OF THESE
ACTIVITIES WE HAVE UNDERTAKEN NOW -- TO FORESTALL UNACCOUNTED
CASURLTIES ON THE COALITION FORCES, AS WELL AS HUMANITARIAN
APPROACH TOWARD IRAQI PEOPLE. THIS IS POINT NUMBER ONE. NUMBER
TWO, YOU SPEAK ABQUT LIFTING SANCTIONS, BUT WE HAVE TIED IT UP IN
TOUGH WAY SO AFTER TWO THIRDS PULLED OUT ALL ECONOMIC SANCTIONS
LIFTED AND REST WILL BE LIFTED AFTERWARDS. SPERKING ABOUT POWS
ISSUE WE PUT IT IN TOUGH WAY REFLECTING ABSOLUTELY YOUR POSITION.

AND AS SOON AS WE CAN DO THIS WE WILL BE WORKING ON SYSTEM OF
SECURITY IN THIS REGION AND WILL NOT ALLOW ANY REARMING OF IRAQ.
S0 WE ARE ALWAYS TAKING INTO ACCOUNT OUR AGREED POSITIONS AND
JOINT APPROACH. AND IN MY CONVERSATION I WAS COMPLETELY PUT IT

ON TABLE WITH AZIZ SAYING QUR POSITIONS WERE COQORDINATED WITH
IOU-

THAT IS WHAT I WANTED TO SAY. MAYBE YOU WILL GIVE SOME THOUGHT
AND QUR PEOPLE WILL WORK ON IT NOW.

THE PRESIDENT DO YOU THINK SADDAM HAS SIGNED OFF ON THESE
POSITIONS ACCEFPT THEM EVEN THOUGH WE HAVE RESERVATIONS ?

GORBACHEV - JUDGING BY AZIZ STATEMENTS, THAT SOME OF THE
QUESTIONS HE HAS TO COORDINATE WITH BAGHDAD, BUT I STILL SEE THAT
THE DECISION WAS TAKEN IN PRINCIPLE BY THEM. IF THEY REFUSE NOW
TO THIS KIND OF APPROACH THEN ALL THE BLAME WILL BE ON THEM. AND
WE ARE PUTTING THESE QUESTION TOUGHLY, OF COURSE THEY HAVE TO
GIVE THE ANSWER. AND THAT IS IT.

THE PRESIDENT - WELL THANK YOU VERY MUCH. I WANT TO REASSURE YOQU
ONCE MORE WE UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE WHAT YOU ARE DOING AND WE
ARE DETERMINED TO CONTINUE TO WORK WITH SOVIET UNION WHEN THIS IS
ALL OVER. WE KNOW IT HAS NOT BEEN FOR YOUR TOTAL CONSULTATION
AND COOPERATION WITH US THAT WE WOULD NEVER HAVE GOTTEN THE UN
ACTION AND SO THOUGH I HAVE PROBLEMS WITH SOME OF THESE PROPOSALS
I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT NOBODY HERE THINKS YOU ARE DONG ANYTHING
OTHER THAN TRYING TO BE EXTRA HELPFUL AND WORKING TOWARD PEACE.
THERE IS A LOT OF SPECULATION IN OUR COUNTRY BUT I FEEL STRONGLY
YOU ARE PLAYING HELPFUL AND CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE THAT WILL SAVE
LIVES. I STILL HAVE PROBLEMS BUT I WILL DO WHAT ¥YQU SUGGEST,
AND WE WILL TALK WITH OUR COALITION PARTNERS AS SOON AS WE CAN.

GORBACHEV OKAY GEORGE I WOULD LIKE TO ADD THAT NO WINDS AND NO
STORMS CAN PUT US OFF THE COURSE WE HAVE MADE TOWARD COOPERATION
WITH THE U.S. PRESIDENT AND THAT IS A REFLECTION OF FACT THAT
THIS IS VITAL NECESSITY FOR US AND TO SOME EXTENT TO YOUR COUNTY
AS WELL AND BELIEVE THIS IS STRATEGY WE WILL FOLLOW
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THE PRESIDENT I AM DELIGHTED. BE BACK IN TOUCH IF YOU GET

ANYTHING FROM BAGHDAD. WE WOULD BE VERY INTERESTED BECAUSE TIME
IS RUNNING OUT.

THE PRESIDENT THANK YOU VERY MUCH
GORBACHEV OKAY GOODBYE,



