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Deputy liigh Commissioney
Tigh Commicelconer

MRS THATCHYR'S VISIT 3 IMMIGRATION

This minute cummarises the diecunaions with urs Thetcher
and ¥r Adam Butler, on fomigration, on 22 and 23 September,

24 Aefore her de ure from Britain ire Thatcher hud met

#xr Male (¥CO) and -R: had subsequently discussed Lmmigration in
Islamabad, Kr Dutler told me they etudied the Hewley imoﬂ
and the R ede Trust Repert, I do not know what brief

been prepared by the Cornserveative Central Office, but ¥re
Thateher had no prepared list of questions,

3 At the fivat, general, briefing esessioz on the afternoon
of 22 “epterber, when after worrying over aduinistrative olens
enly 20 minuies were avallable for diseussion, not mueh Q;:ﬁﬁ'
Wag achieved, YNrs Thatcher seemed at this stage more concemed
to stete her view of the blem rather than to eileit

infommation., I do not lng of value emerged, tmt
eqafdly there were no misunders ings which ecowlid h&cx cause
aroblems.

e On Thursday, 23 Jeptamber, ¥rs Thateher returned to the
fiigh Commiswion for an immiswation briefing., Apart frem an
auicably resolved shanbles with over-eathusiestic press and

iV rveporiers, in which Wre Thateher herself was not direetly
involved, all went reasomably well, e Soek her the
Jalting Room, to the Reeception Desk, and thenmce to an Interview
Room, where “r Thompson wes consid cation from the

wife of who had five
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the nuts and bolte than with statisties, or future trends an-
214 not express u;i strong views on the male fiancé problem.
fowever, she did piek up the point that shile we had almost
exhanated the queue of those statutorily entitied to enter,
we continued to treat Mwnu (ie wives and children) who
are not statutorily enti much as if they were, for that

m)a-;m. estimate
of a further 500,000 dependents (or, ’
ehildren; recollections on this K:.l.nt Tex) in ihe sub=-
continent, Ve re-iterated that the Delhi dependents queue

steod a 1ittle over 100 (167 at the end of lmﬂ though we

are 8till trying to get nearer the truth in this 44fficuls
transitional stage just efter the ending of the "airiines

gueue”) and that Bom whilst conai lavger, would not
begin to dent her 500,000, Ve s ted that the figure might
inelude a substaniial mumber of fietitious (. famliies, rezistered
for the seke of the allowances. She remained pussled,

6. ¥re Thateher arrived, I think, holding firmiy a somewhat '
black and white view that ir-.tzrauon has inereased, is increasing,
and should be stopped. She was Initially somewhat abrupt in her
reactions, but wae mach readler %o discuss, listen and learn at
the second session, snd we think, appreciated the
complexities., DBut she did not ceem to be auestione with

a view to/dlternative policy; rather she .o-:: to be anxious

to learn more facts and detells, which ne doubt will be built

into her existing ,eneral view cf the problem,

Ts I have discussed these conelusions with ir Terris and
¥r Rickard.
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