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TELEGRAM NUMBER 453 OF 22 MAY 1982

AND TO FLASH WASHINGTON, UKDEL NATO BRUSSELS, LISBON

1.  FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF STATEMENT MADE BY MR NOTT AT 12152
TODAY 22 MAY.
BEGINS.

L THIS MORNING THE UNION JACK IS ONCE AGAIN FLYING ON THE
FALKLAND ISLANDS. AND I HOPE-THAT YOU HAVE ALL SEEN THIS
PHOTOGRAPH - SHOWING THE ZVIDENT PLEASURE OF THE FALKLAND
ISLAND CHILDREN.

3. .A MAJOR BRIDGEHEAD HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED IN THE AREA OF SAN

CARLOS ON EAST FALKLAND. THE MAJOR AMPHIBIOUS LANDING YESTERDAY

WAS A COMPLETE SUCCESS. TACTICAL SURPRISE WAS ACHIEVED AND
OUR TROOPS LANDED SAFELY WITH ALMOST NO INTERFERENCE FROM

ARGENTINE FORCES. WE ARE NOW ASHORE ON BRITISH SOVEREIGN
TERRITORY IN CONSIDERABLE FORCE AND HAVE THREE ROYAL MARINE
COMMANDOS AND TWO BATTALIONS OF THE gARACHUTE REGIMENT FIRMLY
IN PLACE WITH THEIR SUPPORTING ARMS INCLUDING ARTILLERY AND
RAPIER AND OTHER AIR DEFENCE WEAPONS. FROM THEIR SECURE BASE
OUR FORCES WILL ADVANCE TO PLACE THE OCCUPYING ARGENTINE
TROOPS UNDER INCREASING HARASSMENT, WHILST THE ROYAL NAVY
MAINTAINS AND TIGHTENS ITS BLOCKADE AROUND THE ISLANDS.

b, TO COMPLEMENT THE LANDINGS THERE WERE RAIDS YESTERDAY IN
OTHER PARTS OF EAST AND WEST FALKLANDS., IN ONE OF THESE ROYAL
MARINES CAPTURED AN ARGENTINE POSITION ON FANNING HEAD OVER-
LOOKING FALKLAND SOUND. IN ANOTHER THE AIRFIELD AT GOOSE GREEN
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AlD ARGENTINE POSITIONS CLOSEBY WERE RAIDED BY OUR FORCES.
CARRIER BASED RAF HARRIERS LAUNCHED ATTACKS IN THE COURSE OF

. THE MORNING AGAINST ARGENTINE INSTALLATIONS AT PORT STANLEY
AIRFIELD AND THE HELICOPTZRS ON THE GROUND NEARBY, AS WELL AS
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS AT FOX BAY. DURING THESE OPERATIONS WE
LOST TWO GAZELLE HELICOPTERS, AND ONE RAF HARRIER IS MISSING.

54 THE ARGENTINE NAVY HAS SO FAR MADE NO ATTEMPT TO INTERVENE.
ITS SURFACE SHIPS REMAIN BOYTLED UP IN COASTAL WATERS. THE
ARGENTINE AIRFORCE HAS AS EXPECTED LAUNCHED HEAVY RAIDS ON OUR
SHIPS. AIR ATTACKS STARTED AT ABOUT 10.30 LOCAL TIME AND
CONTINUED THROUGHOUT DAYLIGHT. A SUCCESSION OF ATTACKS WERE
MADE BY MIRAGE, SKY HAWKS AND PUCARAS. COMBAT AIR PATROLS BY
SEA HARRIERS FROM THE TASK FORCE WERE FLOWN CONTINUOUSLY AND

- WERE SUCCESSFUL -IN SHOOTING DOWN A LARGE NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT.
WE BELIEVE THAT TOAL ARGENTINE LOSSES SO FAR ARE 9 MIRAGE,

5 SKY HAWKS, 2 PUCARAS AND 4 HELICOPTERS. THESE LOSSES MUST
REPRESENT A VERY SIGNIFICANT BLOW TO THE ARGENTINE AIR FORCE. -

6. _NEVERTHELESS ARGENTINE AIRCRAFT PENETRATED OUR AIR

DEFENCE SCREEN AND CARRIED OUT ATTACKS ON OUR SHIPS. THREE
WARSHIPS SUSTAINED MINOR DAMAGE, BUT THIS IS BEING REPAIRED

AND THE SHIPS REMAIN OPERATIONAL. ONE WARSHIP HAS BEEN DAMAGED
IN THE ENGINE ROOM BY AN UNEXPLODED BOMB BUT ALL HEH_HEAPONS'
REMAIN EFFECITVE. ‘A TYPE 21 FRIGATE. HMS ARDENT WAS ALSO HIT
BY BOMBS AND ROCKETS, AND AFTER VAﬁIiNT EFFORTS TO CONTAIN

THE DAMAGE SANK IN THE COURSE OF THE NIGHT. WE DO NOT YET

HAVE FURTHER DETAILED CASUALTY FIGURES TO ADD TO THOSE ALREADY
ANNOUNCED BY THE MINISTRY BUT FIRST REPORTS INDICATE THAT ABOUT
20 MEN ARE MISSING FROM HMS ARDENT, AND ABOUT 30 ARE INJURED.

s I SHOULD LIKE TO PAY GREAT TRIBUTE TO THE MEN OF OUR TASK
FORCE WHOSE ACTIONS YESTERDAY WERE IN THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF
HER MAJESTY'S FORCES, AND TO MEN AND WOMEN OF THE MERCHANT NAVY.
OVER THE NEXT DAY OR SO OUR FORCES WILL UNDOUBTEDLY SEE ACTION
AGAIN, AND WE MUST EXPECT FRESH ATTACKS UPON THEM. BUT THEY

2
UNCLASIFIED




UNCLASIFIED

6723 = 4

ARE FIGHTING NOW FROM A SECURE BASE, AND THE HAZARDOUS HOURS

OF THE INITIAL AMPHIBIOUS LA4NDIKG ARE BEHIND THEM. WE ARE BACK
"ON THE FALKLAND ISLANDS, AND BACK IN STRENGTH. WE INTEND TO
- ENSURE THAT AGGRESSION DOES NOT PAY.

PYM
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