Conseryative Party Conference 1/Sir Geoffrey sees unemployment as the biggest social evil facing Britain

Chancellor launches
onslaught on
“union irresponsibility’

Reports : Alan Wood, Bernard Withers, Geoffrey Browning, Sara Bonner and Tony Hodges

The Government had to ham-
mer home the need for com-
mon sense about pay, Sir
Geoffrey Howe, Chancellor of
the Exchequer, told the Coni-
gervasive Party Conference in
Blackpool yesurday.

All" the jobs saved by a
courageous management could
be_destroyed by irresponsible
unign action, he said. There
could not be a choice between
measures to combat inflation
and measures to combat un-
employment. Measures  to
combat inflation were measures
to combat unemployment.

Sir Geaffrey, winding up the
debate on economic palicy and
taxation, quoted the Conserva-
tive. manifesto of 1970 under
\\h]ch the party had won the

said : *“In _implementing
tln:lmn with Mr Edward Heath
as its leader. The manifesto
all our policies, the need ta curb
inflation will
only then can_ our
strategy succeed . If
true then, as it was,
inflation was half as high, it was
twice as true today, he sai

Conditions in the world were
far more hostile today than
they were 10 years ago. “IE it
was false and unjust for
socialists to lay the blame on
Ted Heath for the rise in un-
employment in 1971, and it was,
there is even less cause for any-
one in our party to do the same
w MangareL Thatcher today ™,

sir Geoffrey began by saying
that, like Mr Heath and Mrs
Thatcher, he placed himself
firmly among those who saw
unemployment as the great
sacial evil in the country today.

There was no difference
between them on that. He had
been born and brought up in
Port Talbot in the heart of the
once proud Welsh steel indus-
try. In the 1930s the dole

table part of the background.
He knew how peaple who lived
in communities in_Wales, Scat-
land, Ulster, or the North of
England felt where hundreds
and  sor mes thousands of
mpn and women had lost their

Jo

"RnT:eve me, a chancellor of
the Exchequer 'doe: 5t d
the sums. It is hrcause of my
Ty and my
past experience t Tecog-
nize the realities I)ehmd these
figures. T feel and T care deeply
as much as anyone inside or
outside this hall about them.

“I understand the anxiety
and the ausstions ¢ ask:
whether we have got the r:ght
answers, and solutions that will
last and, just as important,
whether the evidence of pro-
gress will be there when the
time comes for us to seek a
new mandate to finish the job.

have as much interest in the
answers to :'hnse questions as
an=ane here,

The causes of today’s un-
#mployment had been building
up for many years, Last year a
barrel of oil cost 22 times as
much as it had 10 years before.
In the main industrial countries
inflation had doubled, interest
rates were higher, and economic
growth was cut By almost half.
Conditions in_the rest of rhe
world were far more hostile
today than they had been 10
vears ago and far more difficult
for Britain than for any of her
cumpeumrs.

In the steel industry - more
than 100, mn “nrkers had_lost
their jobs. Why was that ? They
certainly Imd not lost their jobs

ecause of lack of investment
because in the past five years
£4,000m had been spent trying
to_save the industry from
collapse.

They had lost their jobs
because people had for too fong
been led to believe thar Britain
could go on for ever employing
three times as many peeple to
Erudu:a a_tonne of steel in

ritain as in Japan.

had been led to believe
that suhsu:hcs and overmanning
were a substitute for efficiency
and, worst of all, that behind
the ‘false fagade of nationaliza-
tion, the fool's paradise could
ast for ever.

There had been an insistenc
on ignoring reahty paying eur-
selves more than we earne:
which was the result of 3,ears
of illusion and make-believe
from ist politicians and
misguided trade union leaders.
As a result, there had been
something that had come to be
recognized  as eing  more
carrosive than anything else:
inflation.

“We must nor delude our-
selves into thinking that the
fight against unemployment and
the fight against inflation are
two different things. They are
not alternatives, They are two
sides of the same coin. That is
Ehe central point.

“Of course, if the Govern-
ment spent another £1,000m it
might make a dent in the un-
employment total, but only a

small one, and only for a year
or two, and only at the cost
of higher inflation and even
higher interest rates. Before
Jong still more jobs would he
destroyed. Only the inflation
would remain.

““The idea that we can bring
unemployment down by putting
borrowing up is rather like the
panda’s approach to pregnancy:

nol

mdusmu, In fact, the apposite
was b

But mvcsrrnem by itself was
not enough wunless properly
used. They could not afford to
invest as much as they would
like in modern ceal fields as
long as they produced coal that
was too expensive to sell. They
could not afford to spend
muck on railway electrification
while the average British Rail
driver spent less than half his
working time actually driving a
train.

e Covernment had been
pressing ahead with a whole
range of practical measures to
proniote opportunities for busi-
nessmen and above all small
businesses ro create more jobs.
They had removed controls ou
pay, dividends, foreign
change, and prices. They har.l
made a fair start on cutting the
burden of capital taxes.

Pay settlements had been
halved, strikes were fewer than
40 years ago. Pmdu:muty was
up by almest 6 per cent.

Despite the problems, the
clear signs of progress were
beginning to come through. In
today’s world with every nation
fighting for markets the going
was bound to be rough, but Bri-
tain was moving up. Manufac-
turning ourput had begun to
rise. The one thing rhat could
set them back would be to lose
their nerve (cheers).

r Heath had said in his

e
matched by the performance.”

Some people said that the
Cavernment should try selective
reflation. If selection means
more _on_the right
things by spending less on the
Wwrong ones, less current spend-
ing and more on capital, then
he was all for that,

hen the beguiling adjec-
tive “selective” was stripped
away, then 21l too often that
was not what people wanted.
They turned out just to want
more spending.

Another suggestion was for a
litle concerted reflation. It
was said that it would be all
right if the vest of the world
u-ns persuaded to join this

ntry. The rest of the world
dld not want to play. “That is
a concert in which we should
be performing alone, a conduc-
tor_without an_orchestra”

Chancellor Sclamid: had cat
his budget defic 4,000m.
President Reagan nas trying to
reduce So, too, starting
last week, was even socialist
President Mitterrand.  They
could net find ways to borrow
more maney at lowel

“1_was {interested w hear
Ted Heath complaining in the
course of the debate about the
level of interest rates likely to
arise from American policies.
It is waorth asking ourselves
iust what are the American
pelicies that are pushing inter.
est rates up. It is because they
are trving to borrow too much.

“1 find it rather curious that
Ted Heath is not alone in com-
plaining about that, complain-
ing that their interest rates are
too high because they are hur~
rowing too much, and
thinking that we can get our
interest rates down by borrow-
ing moare.”

In their campaign for more
jobs, the main battle must be
against_inflation. Those people
who said they had to use every
sensible way of encouraging
the creation of new jobs were
absolutely right: increasim
capital investment was one o
the most important ways of
doing that, so he fully accepted
and supported the motion. They
had already acted upon it. They
were hopeful of finding ways
to get more private capital into
the public sector.

their critics were to he
believed, people would imagine
that  the overnment  ha
imposed severe cuts on invest-
ment in  the nationalized

ta the party mani-
festo 1970: “The easy
answer may imniediate
divideads in terms of publicity,
ut in the end it is the mal
interest which suffers, I\othmz
has done Britain more harm in
the world than the endless
backing and filling w]
have seen in recent years. Once
a policy is established, the
Prime Minister and his col-
leagues should havc the cour-
age to stick with it

Sir Geoffrey Silld ey agree
with every single word of that
and I invite this conference to
do the same”. He received a
standing ovation. The motion
was carried overwhelmingly.

Earlier, moving the motion,
which urged the Government to
develop a system of financing
that would reduce the vulne:
ability of worthwhile cau(al
projects to the needs of short-
term_economic stringency, Mr
Pat Johnston, Sutton Coldfield,
said thar there had been many
years of unwillingness to
change. They had resulted in
productivity, wildcat

managements  that
avoided issues, and governments
that ran away from problems.

e welcomed the Govern-
ment’s determination to stick to
present policies, but why was it
that just when it seemed that
the recession ~was ending,
recovery had been knocked an
the head by an artificial rise in
interest rates?

Mr John D.wson, Keighley,
said that most of the v
critics came from the soft
South-east, just like most of
the SDP leaders. To blame the
Guve:‘nmeni was not justified
by the fac

Mr D‘I\M rvan:, Bt Albans,
said Conservatives had to sell
Britain and Mrs Thatcher's
polu:ues‘ to tPe |Jeome

Vir

ham, Y1|d]ev n:d industry
had suffered from vears of con-
sensus politics. Problems in
industry and government had
to _be confronted. Mr Heath
had confronted the miners, but
unfortunately he had not had
the same determination as Mrs
Thatcher.

[0 Debates today: Morning
session—Palicy, public rela-
tions and party organization;
electoral reform; inner cities.
Afternoon sessior—employment
and industrial relations; ques-
tions and comments ta Minis.
ters on Heaith and social
security.

in

ag

Rirming-

“We both want a united party’

Reiterating his cail for “one
mation ” Mr Edward Heath, the
inrmer prime minister,
declared that people wanted to
know if the Government was
prepared to comsider alterna-
tive policies and whether if
there was need for change if it
would bring it about. Mz Heath,
speaking in the debate on the
economy, wanted Britain to
join the European monetary
system as a means of counter-
ing high interest rates in the
United States. The vicious
epiral of interest rates must be
broken, he declared.

At one stage when he was
interrupted—even a few boos
were dlstermble"\r(r Heath
commented amid applause ** we
seem 1o have some IE Mr Ben's
supporters present.”

Mr Heath thought the Con-
cervative Pail'ty had reached the
most critical point in its past
60 or 70 years. In this siI:ua-
tion, he believed Mrs Thatcher
and himself wanted to have
l;irly unity, That was why he
ad accepted an invitation to
take part_in the Croydon by-
election, But this was a party
united which could not be
imposed by a single doctrine,
which must accommodate all
the ‘various fews in the party,
which had been its tradition.
hie situation was critical
with massive unemployment,
high interest rates likely to
rise as a result of American
policy, bankruptcies and liquid-
ations were ar an appa l}lmg
level undermining the mdust-
rial base, and family businesses
were being destroyed. This
situation must be recognized
and they should make a fresh
assessment.

“We cannot have unity in

this party when the work of
all previous governments is to
be derided, including the work
of a povernment of which the
present Prime Minister was 2
prominent member and for

which I am sure she accepts
fllll responsibility.”

A consequence of the situa-
tion was that young people
would move further and fur-
ther into revolt. Bur’ they
should not forger that for those
in their early fifties made re-
dundant who see that
never again would they have
the opportunity of a job, the
situation was even more appall-
ing than the frustrations of the
young who found themselveson
the streets.

“Let us have public discus-
sion” he went on. “I am glad
there is a great deal of public
discussion about these matters
because there is analternative ;
there are a number of alter-
natives,

“Let me say to the Chan.
cellor that businessmen, con-
sumers, professionals, are not
Eoing to be satisfied with just
a statement that there is no
other alternative. Now they are
asking desperately for an ex-
planation of how _present
policies can lead to an improve-

ng why the government
l\ad to be reluctant to change,
Mr Heath pointed out that in-
dividuals, firms, organizations
had to do it. Why should there
be this* extreme hoodoo on
Eavernments which
against them reassessing and
saying that the time had come
when  they had to  make
changes ?

They must try -to find - a
situation in which they were

not forced up by American in-
terest rates. That was not in-
flationary, it would save the
government money on interest
payments. If firms were saved
money they would not have ta
put up prices. The idea that
high interest rates could reduce
inflation and contain govern-
ment expenditure was proved to
be wrong.

If they broke out of this
vicious spiral savmg the gov-
ernment money ol t and
unemployment an its n!nlons
could open. It could do this by
going into the European mone-
tary  system, returning  fto
exchange rates and a firm Euro-
pean policy. This was not a
quick easy alternative, it would
be difficult to bring about but
the attempt nmist be made,

If no attempt was made, he
consn]cred that a Jarge number

peaple were gpoing to say
“(l|e|e has got to be an alter-
native policy ” this was damag-

"ing to the party. They were en-

titled to consider, that because
if they were nat in power they
could mot achieve what they
wanted. It was damaging to the
nation.

There was danger toa that
more people. would leave the
Conservatives for the SDP and
then there might be a Labour
Government in power, This was
not what the party wanted, No
country could get out u[ the
sityation on its ow could
nn}_v be done by i nmanal

u
a

tion.

“What grieves me more than
anything®, he said, “is that
after all the work which fal-
lowed the Atlantic Charter and
Churchill and Rnnsev:h, inter-
national coordination ‘and con-
vullatlﬂn has - been thrown
away,”

Mr Heath — conducting his own symphony

Unilateralism was the enemy
of disarmament not its friend,
Mr John Nott, Secretary of
State for Defence declared in
the defence debate. Peace re-
quired will, it demnuded vigil-
ance and it not come
cheaply. ace is expensive
but it is nowhere nearly as ex-
pensive as war ” he sald.
not in the business of prevent-
ing nuclear war but all war,

Mr Nott who received a
standing ovation said that when

]
a

the time came millions of
voters of every political per-
suasion would 1 udme the
lupatic demand _that Britain

should abandon its allies, shut
itself out of Europe, emasculate
its defences and adopt & pu]n:y
of craven the

Unilateralism
the enemy of
disarmament

We must disarm, he s but
not unilaterally and not blmdly.
That was the error of the cam-
paign for nuclear disermament.

ey were sincere ideologists
but were being exploited un-
wshamedly by others for politi-
cal purposes.

Mr Bill Fedley, national
advisory committee of the
Young Conservative Associa.

tion, said the Soviet dictatorship
was seen to be aggressive yet it
was said we should lay down
our arms and expect the Soviet
Union to do the same.

Mr Benjamin  Leigh, Rich-
mond, said he could reveal a
fact which had not appeared in
1he newspapers and that the

B had spent $100 million on
ti on bomb c:

Soviet Union. Britain “Duld
negotiate arms reductions from
a paosition of strength not weak-
ness because that was the only
way of bringing it about. The
government rejected the wish-
ful thinking of the unilateralist
disarmers.

Mr Nott defended his defence
review stating that any charge
of cutting defences was Iudi-
crous. Britain was spending
more on the common defence
of freedom than any other
Naro ally with the exception of
the United States. He said that
for too long they had neglected
the direct defences of Great
Britain_ and the povernment
planned to expand the terri-
torial army by an extra 16,000
men.

Mr G. Gollop, Bristol North-
west, moving the motion that
the Government must be pre-

NATO commitment in full and
asking the conference to sup-
port the Trident programme
and_continued expenditure on
nuclear  weapons until the
Soviet Union accepred multi-
lateral dmrmamem, said that

had taken the

Minister pledges long term
reform; referendums stay

The government will shortly
be publishing its review of the
ch the rating sys-
be reformed, Mr
’!‘om ng, Minister for Local
Government and Envirenmental
Sevvices, announced when reply-
ing to a debate in which there
were strong plus for swift
action_on refor

Mr King ex) )\amed that after
publication of the review, the
overnment would then consult
ully and he emphasized that

that must_not be an_excuse for

inactien, He acknowledged that
there would be mfflculues in
reforming the r

he :unf:unce backed the
gavernment’s plans ‘for local
referendums when councils seek
to raise higher rates. Mr King
said  mandatory  referendums
were an interim measure as a
step towards long-term reform
of the system,

“The threat to Incal govern-
ment independence  he said in
response to fears about erosion
of the rights of local councils,
*comes not from us but from
those derermined to use local
government as a weapon to
destroy the fabric of our society.
That is alien to the tradition o
loca]l government. Referendums
would enable local peaple to
(:ll.c the final dcc)smm

Miri Malbon,
Mandmsler, Wyxheushawe,
moved that tiie ~conference

During two years of recession,
h agriculture had nat only
survived, but succeeded, Mr
Peter Walker, Minister of Az
culture, Fisheries and Food, said
when'he replied to a debate on
food and farming. He said that
production was substantially up,
productivity had improved and
exports had reached record
heights.
Farm prices had maved only
nne-‘lllld of prices in generai,
food prices had increased
by about half of the price in-
creases in the non-food sector,
from Europe had come subsidies
an butter, beef and lamb far the
direct benefir of every British
housewife.
he conference carried a
motion calling on the govern-
ment to pursue the achievement
of a just and logical commoan
agricultural policy and to be
seen constantly to be doing so.
Mr Jeffray Jolmstone,

-numfues. moving it, said many

of the objectives of the CAP
were no longer compatible with
the needs of British farmers, I
was seen as the efficient bein
compelled 4o subsidize the in-
efficient. Although that was not
strictly true, that was how it was
seen and that was why it was
resented.

There was a need for reform
and the speed and nature of
this reform was becoming
urgent. Much of the resentment
in rural areas had. arisen be-
cause the government had not
been seen to be responding to
the needs of farmers. “Far
ton many farmers are finding
themselves in the hammer and
tuation. The hammer is
high interest rates and rising
costs. and the anvil is
adequate price levels ™, he sai
Mr Robert Battershy, Hum.
berside, a_member of the Eura-
pean parliament, said the CAP
was a viable system which
vlelnreled the goods and some-
times over delivered the poods.

@
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It had faults and weaknesses

Rating review

deplored the present exorbitant

increase in rates and urged the
Government ta give prompt
attention I'GI'IE\\'. without

delay, the present unfair and
antiquated  system and  to
ensure that the burden of

Tat embraced all  wage
earners, thus spreading it
evenly among those who
shared and enjoyed local
amenities.

“Labour’s extravagance and

incompetence at local level
have imposed & crippling
hurdnn nn

“It

allohed this 10 continue with-

out fundamental refo rhe
present system is punitive and
unfair. Rcappmsnl is luug
overdue.”

All fulltime wage earners
should be made respansible
citizens and allowed the privi-
lege of paying for the amenities
they enjoyed. Justice would be
seen to be done when a person
living alone no_longer paid as
much as a family next door in
an identical house with three,
four, or even five fulltime
wage earners.

Mr Cyril Taylor, Ruislip,
Nnrlh moved an addendum

urging the government in the
interim  per pass _im-
mediate legislation requiring
local authorities to seek the ap-

Food and farmin_g
Survival, and success too

}{eads tagc(her—l’clm Walker, Minister of Amzcu]turc,
left, and the Chancellor, Sir Geoffrey Howe,

but that would be true of any
policy. It had taken the British
time to learn how to use it to
ritish advantage. Burope was
Full of proud, robust nationals
and it was all the better for
it: we Imd to learnt to be proud
and rol

Mr (; H Hill, West Devon,
a farmer, said it was a disgrace
that vital foods, such as grain,
conld be expurmni from this
country. One the  main
reasons for this \saa. that_the
French had a big say in pnhcv.

Mr Charles Wellby, ~Gran-
tham, said that_high prices in
the shops should not be con.
fused with high prices paid to
farmers. Chips from the fish
and Ehl? shop cost the con-
~sumer £700 a tonne, while the
farmer was lucky to ger £70
a tonne. If only the rest of
industry in Britain could be as
efficient as (urmms. then they
would be exporting television
“sets to Japan.

Mrs Carol Gardiner, King
ston' upon Thames, said the
aims of the CAP seemed to he

4

proval of the electorate through
a referendum, should they wish
to increase their rates above
that required for inflation or
changes in grant. * Margaret
Thatcher made a pledge in 1974
that in the lifetime of the next
conservative government we
would have rates done away
with,” he said. "It is time that
pledge was honoured.” (cheers)

Mr Peter Hutchinson, chair-
man_of the northern area, said
a referendum was not the right
answer. “It is vital that local
government expenditure be con-
trolled, but this can best and
most effectively be done by re-
form of rating system to make
individual councils much more
accountable to the wishes of
local ratepayvers than they are
now,” he said.

Mr Jim Cooper, national vice-
Chml‘man of the Young Conser-
vatives, said the resolution
failed 1o go to the heart of the
problem. The whole of Incal
povernment financing was in a
mess, not just the rating part.
The mix of rates and grants
gave the worst of both warlds.

Mr Anthony Durant, MP for
Reading, north, and chairman of
the National Advisory Com-
ee on Local Government,
said that Jocai government had
generally spfakizg kept control
within its targets, unlike central
government

to drive prices up to ensure
adequate rewards for farmers,
While she was not against their
being rewarﬂed. if they were
efficient, the CAP seemed an

e:fpcn lve way of meeting that
objec!
Mr w:u]l-.er spoke of the

importance of trying to achieve

this autumn a sensible fishing'

policy for Euwrope which bene-
flmd the  British  fishing
industry. It was not a- major
industry contributing & _vast
amount to the gross national
product, nor was it vast in
terms of nmploymenl. However,
in terms o important
ingredient, the 'Bnush way of
life, it was of immense impor-

tance, .
British _ agriculture  had
experienced a difficult two

years with incomes declining in
real terms, and bank borrow-
ings going up, but it had
succeeded. Farmere had T au!d
the rewards of e
ment and it was dxfr-:nlt to find
any section of industry more

country into the last war and it
must never do so again.

The conventional NATO com-
mitment was essential but not
enough in_the light of the con-
tinued buildup of the Warsaw
Pact armoury which had in-
cluded 3,000 tanks added in the
past year alone,

In the last war, poison gas
had not been used. Why was
that ? he asked. And the answer
he gave was a fear of reralia-
tion. For 35 years there had
heen peace in Europe. Why 2
Because of the nuclear deter-
rent. That deterrent must now
be updated, the price of peace
could not be paid with yester-
day’s weapons.

Trident was the new genera-
tion weapon and would bring
peace for the coming genera-
tion. While the Conservatives
wanted a reduction in arms
levels, the Liberals and Labour
Party and the Russians wanted
us to do so alone.

A government announcement
is expected soon about the rais-
ing of new capital for invest-
ment in British Telecom by the
issue of a nmew type of bond
available to the public and 1o
workers in the industrv.

Mr Patrick Jenkin, Secretary
of State for Industry, gave a
preliminary indication of the
proposal during the debate on
free enterprise and industry
and he explained later that the
Government was aiming at in-
vestment of about £150m in new
developments annd systems in
British Telecom. The City had
for years been complai
about the telephone netw k
and Telecom was developing
new systems.

The bonds will be related to
performance. e said there was
no teason why they could not
have competing systems in the
new technologies offering com-
p:nng services to customers.

ng set out the various
'ﬁanatinuali:alion measures
taken by the Government, Mr

Jenkin said thar when British
Aemspace was denaunnahzed
special  arrangements  were
made for staff 10 subscnha for
shares. In the teeth of union
oppositon, 90 per cen[ of the
staff took up free shares and
27,000 employees, 40 per cent
of the workforce, bought extra
shares under the scheme.

Mr Timothy Raison, Minister
of State ar the Home Office,
said _in the debate on race
relations.

My dictionary says that re.
patriare is a transitive verb—
it is about sending people back.
No wnnde) the word arouses
fears ™, he said. “We need a
posit] e approach to race rela-
tions—certainly ta control im-
migration firmly, as we are
doing, but at the same time to
create & sense of stability and
security among our minorities,
not uncertainty and doubr.

Britain was 2 multiracial
society and the average Briton
was intelligent and sensible
enﬂugh m know that it had to

be ma work, said Mrs
Ahsnn “‘llson of East Leicester

she moved the motien ont

race (eiarlﬂms
The motion declared that
race relations in Britain were
best served by a policy of even-
handed fairness and not by any
surrender 10 pressure groups
of whatever ethnic origin. It

open to innovation,

pared to carry out the country’s .

in Western Europe.

Mr Roger King, West Mide
lands, said it was wrong to cut
‘back on the Royal Navy when
we were an jsland race depend.
ant on_the freedom of our sea
lanes. Tt was no good shutting
the front door to Europe while
leaving the back door to the
Atlantic open, he said. Bur he
disagreed with the purchase of
the Trident because by the time
it came into operation in the
90°s he said, ir could be
obsolete. He suggested keeping
the _Polaris missiles while
building up our ordinary con-
ventional weapons.

Mrs Brenda Utting, Ports-
mouth South, said Mr Tony
Benn and his lefrfooted fol-
Jowers, were using CND to play
on the natural fears of ordin-
ary people and isolate Bmam
from her American and Eure-
pean allies. The next time CND
decided to go on a march, they
should continue eastwards as
far as the Kremlin,

Mr Timothy Kirkhope, Hex-
‘ham, said the only thing going
for Brimain was the reasonably
balanced nuclear deterrent.
Those well-meaning people, who
called for the removal of the
deterrent, were mistaken thar it
would result in peace. It was
the Conservative Party’s duty to
the nation to carry on with
its balanced view on defence.

Mr Nott, winding up, said
that the rulers of Russia did
not give a damn about moral
gestures by the PBritish, the
views of the TUC or Mr Font's
trips 10 Moscow when lie was
taken in by a propaganda stunt
made first in 1979. Trident was
the natural indeed the only
suitable system for the modern:
ization of the .Polaris sub-
marines and it was one that
‘would remain under the direct
control of the British Prime
Minister.

Trident was the only weapon
open to them which warned a
Soviet apgressor that we too
could reach targets in his home-
land — 128 separate targets

roughout a large area of the
Soviet Union. That was a potent
cause for peace not war,

Industry
Telecom investment

Mr John Stevens, Birming-
ham, eckford, successfully
that the conference,
while welcoming the progress
made in deailng with inflation,
was concerned at the high level
of unemployment. It calle
upon the Government to revita-
lize industry in the regions, en-
couraging investment and
enabling mure new businesses
10 ba crea!

“For mdumy in the regions,
for small businesses and new
enterprises, the prospects until
recently were beginning to lock
encouraging”, he said. “But
the recent sharp rise in inter:
est rates has pushed that, reca\
ery yet further away. Thi:
the siamag: could be grea‘er
High interest rates_could resuli
In a_permanent loss of key
manufacturing capacity.”

he Government must create
an enwmnment to encouragt
stabil and help companies tc
deal 1\1th higher costs. Indus
wialists wanted to be able K
buy their energy at price
similar to those at which thei
overseas competitors could buy
ir. There must also be tightel
controls over nationalized in
dustry prlce increases.

Mr M. J. Carter, treasurer
wumrr area, opposing  th
mation, said =mplrue:s did no
‘want regmml aid
ment encoumgerﬁe_nt "y inves
or creaie new businesses.

Race relations

Repatriation rejected

_Britain could not wish any deplored any encouragemen
situation away by fantasies of different standards o
about ~ massive repatriation.

policing for some aycas’ of ou
cities, nd  reasserred
belief in the rule of law.

Mrs Wilson said pressur
Broups were a phenomenon ¢
our  time were usuall
extremists unrepresentative ¢
1] eople  they claim 1
represent. Often they were sel
sppmmed and concerned wit
single issues and substitutin
ultimatums  for . consuliation

M Nigel Moore, of th
National Acsmamn of Cx
servative Graduates, oppasin
the motion asked the goven
ment 1o consider urgent|
changing the onus of proof i
discrimination s that =
employer must_show . delibe
ately “and tively’ that |
did net dlscnmmale in givir
employmén:

They wmﬂd only get a muh
racial society when employme:
epportunities  were . diffuse
cqually througiout the countr
The govermment must encou
age proposals for communi
“policing




