
PRIME MINISTER 


VISIT OF THE TAOISEACH 


At 1250 p.m. the I r i s h Ambassador telephoned the F o r e i g n 

and Commonwealth O f f i c e t o say t h a t Mr. Lynch had read an a r t i c l e 

i n the I r i s h Times t h i s morning which suggested t h a t he was b e i n g 

summoned to London next week t o account f o r the t r a g e d i e s of l a s t 

Monday. Mr. Lynch was a p p a r e n t l y a b s o l u t e l y i n c e n s e d by t h i s 

a r t i c l e , and t o l d h i s o f f i c i a l s t h a t he i n t e n d e d to i s s u e a 

statement today s a y i n g t h a t i  t was not p o s s i b l e f o r him t o come t o 

London on t h i s b a s i s , and t h a t the v i s i t was c a n c e l l e d . 


The I r i s h Embassy o f f i c i a l went on t o say t h a t Mr. Lynch's 

a d v i s e r s had then gone over the programme f o r next Wednesday w i t h 

him p o i n t i n g out t h a t you had i n v i t e d him t o l u n c h and t h a t m a t t e r s 

o t h e r than s e c u r i t y were t o be covered. As a r e s u l t of t h i s , 

Mr. Lynch had t o l d o f f i c i a l s t h a t he would not c a n c e l the v i s i t 

p r o v i d e d the FCO now put out a statement t h a t : ­

( i ) o t h e r m a t t e r s b e s i d e s s e c u r i t y were to be d i s c u s s e d ; and 

( i i )	 the T a o i s e a c h h i m s e l f had suggested a meeting w i t h you 


p r i o r t o l a s t Monday's k i l l i n g s . (You w i l l r e c a l l t h a t 

Mr. Lynch sent you a message on 24 August i n v i t i n g you 

to D u b l i n a t some p o i n t ) . 


The FCO a d v i c e i s as f o l l o w s : -


They say i t would be a b s o l u t e l y wrong f o r us t o be p u t t i n g out 

a statement countermanding a m i s l e a d i n g r e p o r t i n a f o r e i g n newspaper. 

But they t h i n k t h a t something must be done t o m o l l i f y Mr. Lynch, 

w h i l e at the same time not g i v i n g any i m p r e s s i o n of g r o v e l l i n g . 


T h e i r p r e f e r e n c e would be f o r you t o make a telephone c a l l t o 

Mr. Lynch today s a y i n g : ­

/ ( i ) 
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( i )	 how much you were l o o k i n g forward t o s e e i n g him next 

Wednesday and t h a t you were v e r y g l a d he was coming ( t h i s 

would i n e f f e c t be i n response t o h i s message at F l a g A 

a c c e p t i n g your i n v i t a t i o n ) . 


( i i )	 The t a l k s w i l l of course cover o t h e r m a t t e r s b e s i d e s 

s e c u r i t y - i n p a r t i c u l a r EEC i s s u e s . 


( i i i )	 I t i s not s u r p r i s i n g t h a t some of the p r e s s r e p o r t s both 

i n B r i t a i n and i n I r e l a n d have been r a t h e r m i s l e a d i n g 

and appear t o be making t r o u b l e - by s u g g e s t i n g t h a t 

s e c u r i t y i s t o be the o n l y i s s u e under d i s c u s s i o n and by 

i g n o r i n g the f a c t t h a t Mr. Lynch had a l r e a d y suggested 

a meeting. 


I f you p r e f e r not t o speak t o Mr. Lynch p e r s o n a l l y , the FCO 

suggest t h a t you send a message on the l i n e s of the a t t a c h e d d r a f t 

( F l a g B ) . T h i s does not mention the p r e s s p o i n t . But our 

Ambassador i n D u b l i n , when handing the message ove r , would say 

th a t we are s u r p r i s e d at some of the p r e s s r e p o r t i n g on the v i s i t , 

and t h a t HMG c e r t a i n l y have not been r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the i m p r e s s i o n 

t h a t Mr. Lynch i s b e i n g summoned. 


At F l a g C i s the i n v i t a t i o n which we se n t t o Mr. Lynch. 


The FCO have been i n touch w i t h the N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d O f f i c e 

to keep them a b r e a s t of what i s g o i n g on. 


Tim	 L a n k e s t e r 


1 September 1979 




SUGGESTED MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO THE TAOISEACH 


Thank you f o r your l e t t e r of 30 Aguust. I am l o o k i n g f o r w a r d 

very much to s e e i n g you. 


Recent t r a g i c e vents have d e l a y e d my r e p l y t o your i n v i t a t i o n 

of 24 August to have t a l k s w i t h you i n D u b l i n i n your c a p a c i t y as 

P r e s i d e n t of the European C o u n c i l as w e l l as on N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 

q u e s t i o n s . 


Thank you f o r your l e t t e r o f 30 August. I am l o o k i n g f o r w a r d 


very much to s e e i n g you. /c^wvt/ 


Recent t r a g i c events have de l a y e d my r e p l y t o your i n v i t a t i o n 

of 24 August to have t a l k s w i t h you i n D u b l i n i n your c a p a c i t y as 

P r e s i d e n t of the European C o u n c i l as w e l l as on N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 

q u e s t i o n s . 


I suggested i n my l e t t e r of 30 August t h a t we s h o u l d meet 


d u r i n g your v i s i t t o London next week to d i s c u s s Lord Mountbatten's 


h o r r i f y i n g murder and i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s . I thought I might a l s o take 


up your k i n d i n v i t a t i o n t o d i s c u s s European Community t o p i c s . I 


propose t h e r e f o r e t h a t we d i s c u s s EEC and o t h e r q u e s t i o n s o f t h i s 


k i n d over l u n c h . A f t e r t h a t we s h o u l d have a p r i v a t e t a l k b e f o r e 


we are j o i n e d by our c o l l e a g u e s t o d i s c u s s s ^ c i i x i t y ^ j r i ^ t t ^ r s _ _ a c r o s s 


/on both s i d e s o f / the border. 


I know t h a t we a r e both e q u a l l y anxious to stamp out t e r r o r i s m . 

I hope t h a t these arrangements are i n l i n e w i t h what you too had i n 

mind. 




I suggested  i n my l e t t e r of 30 August t h a t we s h o u l d meet 

d u r i n g your v i s i t  t o London next week  t o d i s c u s s L o r d Mountbatten's 

h o r r i f y i n g murder and i t c i m p l i c i t ion's • I thought  t t \\ mil rl In u s r f u 1 _ 

however^  t o take/ t j i o o p p o r t u n i t y <Qi broaden our t a l k s ,  t o d i s c u s s 


L
i-j-^TT*  ! r»-AW*<. 

o t l i r r t o p i c s . i lv i n t « n l i<rn t h c r c f o r c i#» t h a t we s h o u l d d i s c u s s EEC 

a n d — o t i i e i quesLiuny OT L h i s -ki«4 over l u n c h b«-fuie we have a p r i v a t e 

t a l k ami are 1 Uou. j o i n e d by our c o l l e a g u e s  t o d i s c u s s the range of 

i s s u e s a r i s i n g out o f the rec e n t developments^ I hope t h a t t h e s e 

arrangements are i n l i n e w i t h what you too had  i n mind. 




FLAG C 


INVITATION TO THE TAOISEACH 


A p p r e c i a t e d your l e t t e r of condolence over the murder of 

Lord Mountbatten, h i s grandson N i c h o l a s and of P a u l Maxwell. 

You w i l l know th a t the Dowager Lady Brabourne has s i n c e d i e d f r o 

her t e r r i b l e i n j u r i e s . 


I understand t h a t an i n v i t a t i o n has been extended t o you 

to a t t e n d L o r d Mountbatten's c e r e m o n i a l f u n e r a l which i s to take p l a c e 

at Westminster Abbey on Wednesday, 5 September. I f , as I hope, you 

are coming t o London, I s h o u l d f i n d i t most v a l u a b l e i f we c o u l d 

meet d u r i n g your v i s i t t o d i s c u s s t h i s t r a g i c a f f a i r and i t s 

i m p l i c a t i o n s . 


I f t h i s i s a c c e p t a b l e to you I suggest t h a t our o f f i c i a l s make 

the n e cessary arrangements. 



