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The session commenced at 10.15.

THE CHAIRMAN delivered a statement, subsequently circulated
as Conference Paper CC(79)80, in which he introduced the British
proposals for the ceasefire (Conference Pgper CC(79)79).

MR NKOMO noted that the Chairman had referred to the
considerable concessions made by the two delegations; this
was certainly true of the Patriotic Front, nor would he say that
others had not made concessions. He was not, however, sure
that the UK delegation had made any substantial concessions:
their unwillingness to compromise on some 1ssues had delayed
the Conference. The Conference was now to tackle the very
difficult subject of a ceasefire. Everyone wanted the war to
end; 1f this could be done 1n hours rather than in days, 1t
would be appreciated. Mr Nkomo hoped that the British
proposals for the ceasefire did not follow the example set by
their previous proposals on the independence constitution and
the interim arrangements. These documents had been difficult
for his delegation to appreciate.

Mr Nkomo noted that the Chairman had mentioned that the
ceasefire would be assisted by a Commonwealth monitoring force,
and that a number of countries had been approached and had
indicated their willingness to take part. This surprised
his delegation, which had not been consulted on this matter.
They did not know the criteria used in considering approaches to
Commonwealth countries, nor which countries were involwved. This
placed his delegation in a very difficult position. In the
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proposals tabled by his own delegation, it had been stated
that the names of those countries which might contribute to
such a monitoring scheme should be agreed at the Conference.
The British decision to go ahead and to announce its
approaches to the press was not likely to enhance The prospects
for a quick agreement, but would invite lengthy debate.
Mr Nkomo asked the Chairman to explain why these countries
had been approached and their offers to participate apparently
accepted without prior reference to the Conference.

DR MUNDAWARARA hoped that everyone accepted that it
was essential to reach final agreement as soon as possible.
An agreement would remove the sense of uncertainty in his
country. Lives were being lost daily. The Conference
had taken three weeks to agree on the interim arrangements.
His delegation, in a spirit of eonciliation and constructiveness,
had accepted the British proposals a few days after they had
been Tabled. The other delegation had taken three weeks to
agree, with no substantial changes to what had originally been
proposed. Dr Mundawarara urged that the Conference should
proceed in a manner which accorded with the seriousness of
its task in order to come to a conclusion as soon as possible.

THE CHAIRMAN accepted Dr Mundawarara's view of the
urgency of agreement on the next stage of the negotiations.
He said that, in the light of the atmosphere created by the
agreement of the Patriotic Front on the previous day, he

would not take up in detail the points raised by Mr Nkomo,
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but urged him to examine the British ceasefire proposals.

The Chairman pointed out that, in order to put
realistic proposals to the Conference, the British Government
had had to take soundings of some Commonwealth countries to
determine what was and what was not possible. He asked the other
delegations to consider the British proposals urgently in
preparation for work over the weekend.

The session ended at 10.27.
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