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PRINE KIRISYER'S MEETIRG WITH KORTHERW THRELAND CEURCH LEADERS:
5+00 Fii, THURSDAY 28 HAY 1981, STORMNONT CASTLE.

Fresont: The Prime Minigter De Butler
The Secretary of Stats e Reverend R Craig
Fir Mhitmore he Reverend 8 Cellaghen
Hr Alexaander |
Mr Boys Saith

e Prime Minister said that mecent evenls ghowed sowe membars of
both communities inm Forthern Irelend were ready to stand up for

what they believed was eight, irrespective of progcgure and Yraditional
loyaltics. This, and the sfforts by chuxrch end other lesders to
promote harmony, were facts from which confort could he teken,

e hunger strike had noet led te the disorders which some had fonred,
and ghe noted that the Pope had teld her there could be no quegtion
of grouting political gtetus. &he appreciated, howsver, thui
feelings in both communitiecs rap ¢eeply ond thal vhalever view

might ve held of the PIRA or the hunger strikers, there wés a good

dedd of smympathy oa the Catholic side for republican principles,

Bhe invited the chureh lesders for thein views of the present
siteation.

Dr Butler, speakxing perzonaily, esaid that in hils view the hunger
gerikes mnd associnted events hed leit the gap between the communities
wider than he could xemenber 1¢, although they had not led to inter-
seovarisan etrife. The Yermansgh bye-election had been a particuler
ghotk $0 the Protestant comsunity. Yhe faet that so msny Catholics
hed voted for Bands had donme muoh 4o undermine the trust that
Frotestents kad in {he Catholie comimunity &g & whole. He had nuch
eywphthy for those woderste Cagholiecs who perceived thia changoed
attitude smongst Protestents and wuderstood { & cauge, whilst knowing
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at the seme time that the bye-election did not traly reflect the
degree of Catholie support for the PIRA. Some Protestants saw the
; Catholic hierarchy &s supporting the PIRA, though he did not believe

4 they really did, and he had sympathy for the position the Cardinal
snd his collesgues found themselves in, |
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In these circumstances Dr Butlep believed it wos essgential to do

L everyihing possible to further trust and to gupport moderates in

i both communities. Thought had t0 be given to the predicament of

' wodorate Catholics and to the pressure they could be under. Much
wori had been undone in recent weeks and feelings were running high.
L congidexrable smount of work wounld be needed to rebuild trust.

He egroed that the churxches hed & leading part to pley, although
they c¢ould not pucceed on their own.

e Creaig egresd that the bye-elsction ked greatly shocked the
Protostant community and that trust was legs than it bad been &s &

regalt,. This was extended to rurel areas where normally there were
not the divisionsa traditionally ssen in the towas, He wan

e W el

sidd o
note thet there had pot bheen intersecterian conflict ez & result.

Yo part thias reflected the work of the security forces, But it alse
Zeflectod the way in which churches and Oother orgenisations hed
worred to promote harmony. Relatious Detween the clergy of difflereul
denorinsations were good and he was avxiocus they should remain 80,
slthough he regretted it hed proved lesa ensy to neet the Cardinal

in discussions in recent weeks then it had been defore, The Carxdinnl,
althoogn he hed criticised the Government for inflexXibility, bhad

s&ld he did not think political status should be granted. The

chuxrches and all other community leaders should now look for waye
| in which trast could de built wp egain.
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Mr Callaghan geid he egreed the Governwent had been right to sband
Tirm Over the hunger strikes. Bul the striker raissed deep emotionsg
| in the Catholice commumity end smongst Thoze of a “celtic temperamenti®.
Xt could not be expected that the resction either to the Government's
e policy or to @ poaﬁi’nla waning of interest in the hunger strikes by
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the pudblic at large wounld be tho* one that logic suggested. There
Wi therefore & risk of continuwing polerisation: the work or
restoring lost trust would not be at &ll ¢agy.

In farther discussion of the position of Dp Paigley, the three

i church leaders exphesised the way in which those who were not

. mandbers of his denomination were read;r to support him politlcally

' without sy sense of digloyalty towards theipr own denomatma.
They offered their political support sometimes for no btetter reason
than that they felt¢ he had an important polnt to make with which
they were in bromd sympathy. Dr Peisley was a gifted man and was
sxilled st playing upon peopls ‘o fears.

In ¢enclugion, the Prime Ninister emphasised the fundanental duty
imposed upon Goverasent of enforcing the lew and preservu-g order.
&ne believed that good relations between mombers of the ccmmunities
could be built only if the Covernment was puccessiul in this task.
e Government could not concede the demands of the hunger strikers.
She appreciated that the long tem: aima of gany mapdbers of the twn
Cimunlties were irreconcilable, Lfhe would like Co be &ble to hope
tlmt people‘s dosire to improve the lot of their childyen &nd
femilies would preve $o be an obpiacle L0 widespread saupport for ¢
digorder, but she feared that her hope would not e aalised in
Horthern Xrelend. The Governwent covlct additionally provide oppon-
tunities t0 people in Northern Ireland, but it rested with the

comnmities and their leaders to see that the opportunities were
Viken. Within the conetraints imposed upon i¢ the Government
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