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LEABER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

L464TH HEETING

2200 pem,, Wednesday, 22nd Deceaber 1976, in the
Leadexr's Room at the House of Commons,

AR
ACENDA

1. Future Business,

2, Fortacoming Events.

3. Levolution - papers by My, Pym

aave been previously circulated,
4, Any Other Dusiness.
Conservative Researca Lepartaent, CFP [l

264 01d (ueen Street, Loudon, 5.4W.1 20,12,76
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LEALER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

Minutes of the l44ta Meating held at 5,00 p.:z. on
Wednesday, 22nd December 1976, in the leader's
Roou at tie House of Commons.

Present: drs, Thatcoer {in tie Ghair)

v, Whitelaw, Six Keitn Joseph,
+ lord Carringfon, Lerd Hailsiam,
Six Gaoffrey Howe, Mr. Pym,
Mr. Gilmour, Mr. Jenkin, Mr. Peyton, =
Mr. Davies, Mr. 5t. Jobn Stevas,
Mr. Heseltine, Mr., Maude, Mr, Neave,
Mr. Edwards, Mrs, Oppenieim,
vir. 3iffen, Mr. King, Mr, Nott,
pir. Taylor, Loxd Thorneycroft.

Mr. Atkins.

In attendance: Sixr Michael Havers, Mr, Brittan,
Mr. Stacley, Mz, Butler, bdr. Patten,
Mr. Hooson, Mr. Nicholson.

Apelogles: Mr. Frior.

Future Business for the Week 1Qth=17th Janvary, 1877

On Monday, 10th January, tnere would be a debate on Levelop-
ments in tie Buropean Commmitles May=-October 1976 Commanc
No, 6695, This would be followed eltner by Motions on EZC
Docwments R/3592/74, R/1820/75 and MZI#G/;S 9n Backing or the
Second Reading of the Transport (Financlal Frovisions) BIT1, wita
the possibility of & wider debate on the Consultation Lgcument
on I‘rinspart Policy, end tie EEC document on Taxation of Commercial
Veiicles.

On Tuesday, 1lth January, there would be tie Second Reading
of thn Covent Gardenm Market (Financial Provisions) Bill, Tais
woulo be followed by a Motiom on the Soclal Security {(Contributions
Re-vating) Oxder,

On Wednesday, 12th January, tiere would bhe a Ballot for
Motions on Fricay, 2lst January, foliowed by a Supply Lay, with
subject to be decided, Tais would be followed by Motlons on tae
Louble Taxation Relief (Taxes on Income) (United States)

Orders (Mr. Horderm).

On Taursday, 13tih Janmuary, there would be Progress in
Comnittee on Che Scotland apd iales 1T (Mr. Pym ana team).

On Friday, l4th January, Chere would be the Private iembers’
Motions of My Finsberg, mr. Shaw and Mr. I Hunt,

On Monday, l7ta January, there would be tioe Second Reaning
of toe Water Charges Equalisetion Bill,
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Mattérs Arising op Business
There was a discussion on vaglous points and the following
wag agreed:

{1) We should express s desire to have a debate on general
Transport lic{ before considering tie Transport (Financlal
Provisions) Bill. N -

(11) We saould vote against the Motlom on the Social
Security Contributions (Re<rating) Order on llth January on &
two-line whlp. :

{i11) We should debate defence on the Supply Lay on
12th January snd we should vote on & three-lilne whip on a dotion
to veduce the Secretary of State's salsry. If, howaver, the
situation in the baking industyy were serlcusly to deterlorate
we might wish to debage tnat,

fiv) A three-line whip would be required on L3th January :Lﬁ.'
the House weve likely to reach our amendment to exclude Wales
~from the Scotland and Wales Bill.

The Committee Stage of the Scotland and Wales Bill

Mirs. Tietehey reported on an enquiry the Government as
to whether we were prepared to commit curselves not to obstruct
Eurtner progress on the Scotland and Wales Bill. Taere was a
discussion, after whilci if wes_agreed tiat we could not so commit
the Conservative Parxty as & whole., LC wag also 4 veed that Mr.Pym,
taking account of the views expressea, sﬁgufa aecfae whetiler to
respond to the Govermment's engquiry im writing or orally, and on
the tlming and specific texms of Bucll & TespOnEe,

Proportional Representatios in & Seottish Assembly

enCatios In 8 acOrtoin

There was 2 discussion on whether it would be desirable to ,
heve a system of proportional representation far elections to Ci
Seottisn Assembly. 1t was-fgreed that

(1} e sacula not put down an amendment on the subject.

(1) The question of whipping should be discussed et 2
later date,

Direcy Elections Lo the Zuropesn Assembly

Taere waa a shorl discussion on Tids subject introduced by
Mr. Davies, and it was noted that if Britain were to defaulr on
her counitment to inaice preparations for direct electicns in 1973,
tols would mutomatically cause the introduction of direct
alecticns to be daferred and would considerably damape Britain's
relations with the other members of the Commmity.

Lete of Next Meeting

It was egreed taat the LCC saould mest at 2,00 p.u, cn
dMonday, 10ta Januvary, 1977.

Conservative Researcia Lepartment, . LJIAVELL
24 Old (ueea Street, london, 5.1 10.1.77



