
O f f i c e of the Prime M i n i s t e r , 


Government House, 


Bangkok, T h a i l a n d . 


14 June B.E. 2522 (1979) 


E x c e l l e n c y , 


I have j u s t l e a r n e d through our Ambassador i n London 
t h a t the B r i t i s h Government has taken a keen i n t e r e s t i n the 
refugee problem from Indochina. This i n f o r m a t i o n was conveyed 
to the f i v e ASEAN ambassadors by Mr. H . A . H . C o r t a z z i , Deputy 
Under-Secretary of S t a t e , F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e , d u r i n g 
a b r i e f i n g and an exchange of views on t h i s problem on 30th 

May 1979 at the Foreign O f f i c e . This i s most g r a t i f y i n g f o r me 
to hear s i n c e t h i s problem i s p r e s e n t l y the most p r e s s i n g one 
f o r us. I should t h e r e f o r e not f a i l i n b r i n g i n g t o your a t t e n t i o n 
the l a t e s t development i n t h i s matter. 

F o l l o w i n g the armed i n v a s i o n of Democratic Kampuchea 
by the S o c i a l i s t Republic of Vietnam towards the end of December 
l a s t year, i n c e s s a n t waves of i l l e g a l immigrants have f l e d across 
the border i n t o T h a i l a n d . With the recent i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of 
m i l i t a r y o p e r ations by the Vietnamese side i n the Western and 
South-western p a r t s of Kampuchea, the i n f l u x of these uprooted 
persons has in c r e a s e d d r a m a t i c a l l y , sometimes each wave numbering 
tens of thousands. In f a c t , these recent a r r i v a l s number w e l l 
over 80,000. This i s over and above those who have already f l e d 
i n t o T h a i l a n d , t h a t i s  , 134,660 L a o t i a n , 13,030 Kampuchean and 

1,457 ... 
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1,4-57 Vietnamese, a t o t a l of 149,147. There are a l s o 4,349 


boat-people. Such a l a r g e number of d i s p l a c e d persons w e l l 


exceeds the l i m i t s of our c a p a c i t y t o bear w i t h , economically 


and s o c i a l l y ; posing a l s o a grave t h r e a t to our n a t i o n a l 

s e c u r i t y . 


What i s e s p e c i a l l y d i s t u r b i n g i s t h a t we have reason 


to b e l i e v e t h a t the Vietnamese Government i s o r g a n i z i n g t h i s 


"human export," who are mostly of Chinese o r i g i n , from both 


former South Vietnam and Kampuchea t o serve a t w o - f o l d purpose, 


namely g e t t i n g r i d of undesirables of Chinese o r i g i n and at the 


same time i n f l i c t i n g on Thailand onerous economic, s o c i a l and 


s e c u r i t y burdens. I t i s a l s o suspected t h a t the Vietnamese 

have the i n t e n t i o n to l e t the e n t i r e Kampuchean p o p u l a t i o n p e r i s h 


through famine and s t a r v a t i o n and r e p l a c e them w i t h Vietnamese 


emigrants. I t i s t h e r e f o r e imperative t h a t t h i s problem should 


be s o l v e d not on l y i n s o f a r as where these d i s p l a c e d persons may 


be but a l s o at i t s source. This o p i n i o n , I b e l i e v e , i s shared 


by the B r i t i s h Government. Our own p o p u l a t i o n e s p e c i a l l y near 

the border are becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y d i s s a t i s f i e d w i t h these 


i l l e g a l immigrants because, f o r example, t h e i r houses and 


p r o p e r t i e s are damaged or s t o l e n by the i l l e g a l immigrants or 

i n some i n s t a n c e s even f o r c e d to abandon t h e i r homes. Despite 


a great d e a l of expressions of good i n t e n t i o n , a p p r o p r i a t e 


a c t i o n s and a s s i s t a n c e have not been forthcoming s u f f i c i e n t l y 


from the world community. The Government of Tha i l a n d has always 


been guided by humanitarian c o n s i d e r a t i o n s i n d e a l i n g w i t h these 


i l l e g a l immigrants. However, i n view of the aggravating 


circumstances which now i m p e r i l our n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y , i t has 

become an absolute n e c e s s i t y f o r the Government of Thailand to 

r e p a t r i a t e these refugees to t h e i r p l a c e of o r i g i n . 


Turning ... 
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Turning to the s i t u a t i o n i n g e n e r a l , t h e r e are 

i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t Vietnam may launch an armed i n c u r s i o n i n t o 


Thailand across the Thai-Kampuchean border, although i n i t i a l l y 


t h i s may be l i m i t e d i n scope and under the p r e t e x t of "lio t p u r s u i t 


I t i s noteworthy that l a t e l y both Phnom-Penh and Hanoi have 


been q u i t e v o c a l and s t r i d e n t i n t h e i r accusations t h a t Thailand 


has not been s t r i c t l y n e u t r a l and i s h e l p i n g the P o l Pot f o r c e s . 

Should such an i n c u r s i o n by Vietnamese f o r c e s occur, armed clashes 


w i t h Thai Forces would be i n e v i t a b l e and could l e a d to 

u n c o n t r o l l a b l e e s c a l a t i o n of c o n f l i c t s . Such an e v e n t u a l i t y 

would g r a v e l y endanger peace and s t a b i l i t y of the e n t i r e Southeast 


A s i a n r e g i o n , l e t alone world peace. Facing w i t h these new 


c h a l l e n g e s , the Government of Thailand i s s t i l l determined to 


e x e r c i s e a p o l i c y of r e s t r a i n t and moderation, but as a sovereign 


country, T h a i l a n d w i l l not and cannot a l l o w i t s i n t e g r i t y to 


be v i o l a t e d . 


I t i s t h e r e f o r e heartening and g r a t i f y i n g to l e a r n 

t h a t p e a c e - l o v i n g n a t i o n s l i k e Great 3 r i t a i n share our concern 


and are e x e r t i n g i n c r e a s i n g e f f o r t s to help solve t h i s problem 


and to ensure t h a t peace and s t a b i l i t y be r e s t o r e d to our r e g i o n . 

In t h i s connection, the Government of Tha i l a n d g i v e s i t s f u l l 


support to the B r i t i s h Government's p r o p o s a l to the United Nations 


Secretary-General to convene another U.N. conference on the 

Indochinese refugees as soon as p o s s i b l e . For our p a r t , as 


T h a i l a n d i s the p r i n c i p a l country which bears the brunt of t h i s 


problem, the Thai Government would l i k e to o f f e r Bangkok as the 

venue of the s a i d conference. I t i s al s o our view t h a t , f o r t h i s 

conference t o be s u c c e s s f u l , the major powers,the ASEAN member 


c o u n t r i e s and a l l p a r t i e s to the present c o n f l i c t s i n Indochina 


as w e l l as other i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s should be represented. 


Please ... 
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Please accept, dear Prime M i n i s t e r , my best wishes 


f o r your continued good h e a l t h and success. 


General Kriangsak Chomanan 


Prime M i n i s t e r of Tha i l a n d 
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