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CABINET OFFICE
Central Policy Review Staff
70 Whitehall, London swta 2as  Telephone or-233 7217
D E R Faulkner, Esq.,
Home Office,

50 Queen Anne's Gate,
London, SW1 29 October 1982

AN

Family Policy Group

In my letter to you of 14 October, I said that I would aim to let you have
a draft of our paper for the next meeting of the Family Policy Group in time for

you to let us have comments.

Since that date, we have had meetings with most of the Departments directly
concerned and also with the No. 10 Policy Unit. We have agreed with lr lMount that
he should produce a paper explaining the background to the Group, its objectives
and how it is intended it should operate (i.e. its relationship to the existing
structure of Cabinet Office committees). We agreed to produce a draft programme

of work.

Our contribution is enclosed. As you will see, we have organised all the
items in the summary list of proposals circulated to members of the Group under
cover of Gerry Spence'!s letter of 30 September into seven priority themes and
propose that each should form the basis of at least one meeting of the Group. Ve
have dravm up also a list of "rescrve" themes which we suggest might be pursued
outside the Group by the Ministers concerned and perhaps discussed by the Group

in a second series of meetings to be held in Autwmn 1983.

Our list of themes
is at Annex 1. Appendices A-H outline the scope of each and suggest issues for
further work and Who might take the lead in doing it. The Appendices are based
principally on the suggestions put forward by members of the Group at earlier
meetings and in their papers circulated to those meetings and incorporate nearly
all -the proposals contained in our earlier summary list. (To help you to see how
each item on the list has been handled, I enclose also a copy of the list "marked

up" to show what has happened to each item. I think you may find this useful

for briefing purposes).
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I have agreed with No. 10 that our paper should be circulated by thelﬁ.
on Wednesday, and, to that end, I have undertaken to let them have copies
by 5 p.m. on Tuesday. 'le must therefore have the comments of "link persons"

by close of business on llonday at the latest.

In my letter to you of 14 October, I mentioned the possibility of a
meeting of "link persons" to discuss our draft programme of work and other,
more general issues. There is clearly too little time to organise such a
meeting before next Tuesday. But, if "link persons" would find .it useful,

I am inclined to arrange one for the middle of November; i.e. once the Group
has approved our programme of work and we are faced with the task of
preparing the papers implied by it.

I am sending copies of this letter and the enclosed material to the

other "link persons" as on the list attached.
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(G J WASSERMAN)
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