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Mr. C h a n c e l l o r , I have g r e a t l y v a l u e d t h e i n f o r m a l 


c o n s u l t a t i o n s w h i c h we have had d u r i n g t h e s e 


two days. 


As I t o l d you y e s t e r d a y , I am d e l i g h t e d t h a t 


t h i s Government's f i r s t major e v e n t i n t h e 


f i e l d o f f o r e i g n a f f a i r s s h o u l d be your v i s i t 


t o us here i n London. 


I e n t i r e l y agree w i t h you t h a t i t i s not a t a l l 


s u r p r i s i n g t h a t we a l l t o o k i t f o r g r a n t e d 


t h a t your v i s i t w ould go ahead w h a t e v e r t h e 


outcome o f our e l e c t i o n s l a s t week. 


These i n f o r m a l m e e t i n g s , e v e r y s i x months, 


have become a n a t u r a l p>art o f the f a b r i c o f 


the r e l a t i o n s h i p between our c o u n t r i e s : 


and I t h i n k t hey are an e s s e n t i a l p a r t o f 


th e w o r k i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p between our two 


Governments. 


/ I have v a l u e d 
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I have v a l u e d i n p a r t i c u l a r t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o hea r 

y o u r v i e w s on a number o f economic i s s u e s . 

The F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c i s our second l a r g e s t 

t r a d i n g p a r t n e r . 

A t v / e l f t h of our e x p o r t s go t o you. 

In t u r n we o f f e r you a t a r i f f - f r e e market 

w o r t h ?A\ b i l l i o n l a s t y e a r f o r y o u r 

m a n u f a c t u r e d goods and y o u r a g r i c u l t u r a l 

p r o d u c t s . 

As two c o u n t r i e s w i t h a h i g h dependence on e x p o r t s f o r 


our p r o s p e r i t y , we s h a r e a common need f o r t h e 


maintenance o f an open w o r l d t r a d i n g s y s t e m . 


I t h i n k t h a t we a l s o s h a r e a common b e l i e f 


i n the r o l e o f p r i v a t e i n d u s t r y and 


i n v e s t m e n t . 


We u n d e r s t a n d , i n what l o o k l i k e b e i n g 


d i f f i c u l t t i m e s ahead f o r t h e w o r l d economy, 


t h e need t o m a i n t a i n a r e a s o n a b l e pace o f 


growth i n w o r l d t r a d e - not o n l y between 


B r i t a i n . Germany and t h e h i g h l y i n d u s t r i a l i s e d 


c o u n t r i e s , b u t t h r o u g h o u t o u r e v e r more i n t e r ­


dependent w o r l d . 


/ B r i t a i n s h a r e s 




o 
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B r i t a i n s h a r e s w i t h t h e F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c t h e same 


major c o n c e r n s i n f o r e i g n p o l i c y , i n NATO, 


i n the European Community, i n r e l a t i o n s w i t h 


t h e E a s t . 


We s h a r e , t o o , t h e c a t e g o r i c a l i m p e r a t i v e 


of t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h our major a l l y , 


the U n i t e d S t a t e s . 


P e r h a p s t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n t h a t y o u r c o u n t r y 


and mine have each made t o t h e h i s t o r y o f 


the American p e o p l e can g i v e us i n s i g h t s 


i n t o t h a t g r e a t c o u n t r y w h i c h , s h a r e d between 


us, h e l p us b o t h t o u n d e r s t a n d i  t even 


b e t t e r . 


The news t h i s week i s o f t h e impending s i g n a t u r e o f 


the second S t r a t e g i c Arms L i m i t a t i o n Agreement 


between t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s and t h e S o v i e t 


U n i o n . 


We are d i s c u s s i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f f u r t h e r 


arms c o n t r o l agreements, e s p e c i a l l y i n 


the European t h e a t r e . 


/But s t a b i l i t y 
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But s t a b i l i t y and peace w i l l not be p r e s e r v e d 


i f , i n f a c e o f the i n c r e a s i n g S o v i e t 


m i l i t a r y t h r e a t i n Europe, and S o v i e t a d v e n t u r i s m 


and o p p o r t u n i s m e l s e w h e r e , we a l l o w o u r s e l v e s 


t o show weakness and l a c k o f r e s o l u t i o n . , 


The s t r e n g t h o f the N o r t h A t l a n t i c A l l i a n c e 


i s as f u n d a m e n t a l t o n e g o t i a t i o n as i t i s 


t o d e t e r r e n c e . 


B r i t a i n , w i t h the U n i t e d S t a t e s , c o n t r i b u t e s 


t o the NATO t r i a d o f s t r a t e g i c n u c l e a r , t a c t i c a l 

n u c l e a r , and c o n v e n t i o n a l f o r c e s w i t h i n t h e 

i n t e g r a , t e d m i l i t a r y s t r u c t u r e . 

We a r e , i n f a c t , t h e o n l y European a l l y o f 

t h e F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c t o do so. 

We i n t e n d , t o t h e b e s t o f our a b i l i t y , t o 


m a i n t a i n and improve our c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 


a l l t h r e e e l e m e n t s . 


We s h a l l f u l f i  l the A l l i a n c e commitment t o 


i n c r e a s e d e f e n c e s p e n d i n g by 3 p e r c e n t i n 


r e a l terms. 


We, l i k e you, have f a r r e a c h i n g commitments 


under t h e r e v i s e d B r u s s e l s T r e a t y . 


/We s h a l l 
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We s h a l l d i s c h a r g e them. 


We l o o k f o r w a r d t o c o l l a b o r a t i n g f u r t h e r 


w i t h you i n the f i e l d o f d e f e n c e i n d u s t r y , 


p a r t i c u l a r l y i n a r e a s o f h i g h t e c h n o l o g y . 


T h i s makes f i n a n c i a l as w e l l as m i l i t a r y s e n s e . 


I spoke q u i t e f u l l y l a s t n i g h t about our a p p r o a c h t o 


the European Community, and I need say l i t t l  e 


more. 


Imp o r t a n t n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s a r e i n v o l v e d , f o r you 


and f o r us. 

But I can a s s u r e you t h a t on t h e B r i t i s h s i d e 

any d i f f e r e n c e s w i l l always be s e t w i t h i n the 

framework of a common p e r c e p t i o n o f t h e g o a l s 


b e f o r e u s , t h e g o a l o f a s t r o n g e r , b e t t e r 


Europe. 


L a s t l y , i n my words at d i n n e r , I m e n t i o n e d 


our commitment t o B e r l i n , 


T h i s i s a m a t t e r o f s u c h h i g h i m p o r t a n c e t h a t 


I s h o u l d l i k e t o r e p e a t what I s a i d : 


/ "The U n i t e d 
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"The U n i t e d Kingdom i s one o f the t h r e e 


p r o t e c t i n g powers i n B e r l i n . 


As Her M a j e s t y The Queen reminded t h e 


p e o p l e o f B e r l i n o n l y l a s t y e a r , our 


commitment t o the freedom and s e c u r i t y 


o f B e r l i n i s a b s o l u t e " . 


F o r my own p a r t I ha.ve d e r i v e d enormous p l e a s u r e as 


w e l l as b e n e f i t from our t a l k s y e s t e r d a y 


and today. 


I f e e l t h a t we s h a r e a common approach t o 


the i m p o r t a n t i s s u e s c o n f r o n t i n g us. 


I am c o n f i d e n t t h a t t o g e t h e r we s h a l l c o n f r o n t 


and surmount th e c h a l l e n g e s t h a t l i  e ahead 


b o t h w i t h i n Europe and i n t h e w o r l d . 



