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Thank y o u f o r y o u r l e t t e r o f 30 J u l y c o n v e y i n g t h e G e n e r a l C o u n c i l ' s 
v i e w s on t h e w o r k i n g p a p e r s t h a t I s e n t t o y o u on ' i J u l y s e t t i n g o u t 

t h e Government's p r o p o s a l s f o r l e g i s l a t i o n on p i c k e t i n g , t h e c l o s e d 

shop and f i n a n c i a l a i d f o r p o s t a l b a l l o t s b y t r a d e u n i o n s . 


I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e G e n e r a l C o u n c i l f e e l s t r o n g l y a b o u t t h e s e 

m a t t e r s , b u t I must say t h a t I am s u r p r i s e d t h a t t h e y s h o u l d r e g a r d 

t h e s e p r o p o s a l s as o t h e r t h a n l i m i t e d compared w i t h t h e l e g i s l a t i o n 

on i n d u s t r i a l r e l a t i o n s c a r r i e d by p r e v i o u s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n s o f e i t h e r 

P a r t y , a n d n o t a b l y b y t h e l a s t L a b o u r Government. I t  i s q u i t e t r u e 

t h a t t h e Government  i s a l s o r e v i e w i n g t h o s e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e Employment 

P r o t e c t i o n A c t w h i c h we b e l i e v e a c t u a l l y p r e v e n t t h e c r e a t i o n o f j o b s 

and t h a t we a r e l o o k i n g t o o a t u n i o n i m m u n i t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n r e g a r d 

t o s e c o n d a r y a c t i o n w h i c h can s e r i o u s l y r . f f e c t e m p l o y e r s and em p l o y e e s 

n o t d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d  i n a d i s p u t e . B u t t h i s i s no more t h a n t h e 

Government made p l a i n was t h e i r i n t e n t i o n i n t h e M a n i f e s t o on w h i c h 

wc wore e l e c t e d . They a r e , as y o u say , p a r t o f a w i d e r a p p r o a c h w h i c h 

we b e l i e v e  i s e s s e n t i a l t o g e t t h i s c o u n t r y m o v i n g a g a i n w i t h a b e t t e r 

b a l a n c e d f r a m e w o r k o f l n g a l r i g h t s and o b l i g a t i o n s w i t h i n w h i c h u n i o n s 

can o p e r a t e e f f e c t i v e l y and r e s p o n s i b l y . And we s h a l l c o n s u l t f u l l y 

on t h e s e m a t t e r s as we e s t a b l i s h j u s t w h at i  t seems r i g h t t o do. 


I s h a l l examine v e r y c a r e f u l l y t h e comments on t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s 

p r o p o s a l s c o n t a i n e d  i n t h e p a p e r e n c l o s e d w i t h y o u r l e t t e r . I do, 

however, want t o make p l a i n i m m e d i a t e l y t h a t t h e Government do n o t 

see t h o s e p r o p o s a l s as c o n s t i t u t i n g a m a j o r i n c u r s i o n i n t o t h e b a s i c 

r i g h t s o f t r a d e u n i o n s . They w i l l , i f e n a c t e d , u n d o u b t e d l y l i m i t t h e 

c a p a b i l i t y o f p e o p l e t o employ p i c k e t i n g a n d e x t e n d c l o s e d shops i n 

ways w h i c h have g i v e n r i s e t o w i d e s p r e a d p u b l i c c o n c e r n . T h e r e w o u l d 

be no p o i n t  i n p u t t i n g f o r w a r d t h e p r o p o s a l s i f t h e y d i d n o t . B u t 

t h e Government do n o t a c c e p t t h a t t h e y r e p r e s e n t a m a j o r i n c u r s i o n 

i n t o b a s i c t r a d e u n i o n r i g h t s . They a r e i n t e n d e d t o be d i r e c t e d a t 

] > a r ( i r u l u r p r o b l e m s t h a t n e e d t o be r e m e d i e d . 


I l o o k f o r w a r d t o d i s c u s s i n g t h e s e m a t t e r s and c l a r i f y i n g t h e 

1
Government s p r o p o s a l s  i n t h e l i g h t o f t h e G e n e r a l C o u n c i l ' s comments 




a t t h e m e e t i n g w h i c h has now b e e n a r r a n g e d f o r 3 P m on 22 A u g u s t , / y 

T h a t m e e t i n g w i l l t a k e p l a c e a t t h e D e p a r t m e n t ' s new p r e m i s e s a t 

C a x t o n House i n T o t h i l l S t r e e t t o w h i c h b y t h e n ve s h a l l have moved 

f r o m t h e p r e s e n t a d d r e s s . 
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