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- "OUT OF THE WATER:* -
FACED WITH A HARSH AND difficult problem, Mrs
THATCHER announces her inability to make a commitment
on the taking in of the boat people. Nevertheless she
should respond. Once in a generation something occurs’
which stinks to history. The Somme informed our
grandparents in this way. (County regiments and Pals’
brigades went to extinction by dereliction of intellect

. in high places). StaLiN’s archipelago of camps and 'the
monstrous Jew-killing undertaking of HiTLER came next. |
We should not pretend that what now happens in the |
South China Sea is anything better. : il
§ The German word for a place such as Sobibor,
Treblinka or Auschwitz was Vernichtungslager. Is not
the South China Sea upon which little overcrowded
boats bob and sink, a vernichtungslager, a sea of exter-
mination? Is it mnot the intention of the Vietnamese
régime (with Russia’s guilty knowledge and involve-
ment) to send the ethnic Chinese and the Vietnamese
middle class to the bottom of the sea? There are at
least a million people involved. Not less than half a
million are expected to drown—with less record of a
great crime than the finger scratchings on the cemented
ceiling of the Auschwitz gas chamber. . | :

The Vietnamese rulers and their Soviet partners
have told us what sort of people they are, promiscuous,
killers. But what sprt of people are we and what are we |
going to do? Quite simply we must take—take refugees
until it hurts! Scores of thousands of German and
Austrian refugees were taken into Britain and we are the |
richer for it. Let us not insult our ingenuity and
humanity by supposing that 50,000 Chinese and Viet-
namese cannot be drawn into this country as good
citizens. Don’t raise abstract moral questions. Trust the
morality of a turning stomach, and ask, if we could
have reached into the other places of death, would not
,t\f};e hav% done so? Shall we then not take people out of :

e sea?. T oo Gy i
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