
• MR	 WHITMORE 


PRIME MINISTER 


B r i t i s h C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s (BCC) 


You a r e r e c e i v i n g a BCC d e p u t a t i o n on Tuesday 16 O c t o b e r Id 10 am. 

The m e e t i n g , w h i c h was r e q u e s t e d a f t e r t h e G e n e r a l E l e c t i o n , was f i r s t 

f i x e d f o r 27 J u l y b u t i  t was swamped i n t h e p r e - L u s a k a r u s h and h a d t o 

be p o s t p o n e d . 
The d e p u t a t i o n w i l l b e : -


Dr K e n n e t h G r e e t , C h a i r m a n o f t h e BCC E x e c u t i v e 

C o m m i t t e e 


The R e v e r e n d H a r r y M o r t o n , G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y 


The R e v e r e n d A r t h u r M c A r t h u r , G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y 

o f t h e U n i t e d R e f o r m e d C h u r c h 


The R e v e r e n d B i l l J o h n s t o n , C h u r c h o f S c o t l a n d 


Dame D i a n a Reader H a r r i s , C h r i s t i a n A i d 


Mr D e r e k P a t t i n s o n , S e c r e t a r y , C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d 

G e n e r a l Synod 


Dr G r e e t , Mr M o r t o n and Mr M c A r t h u r h ave a l  l a c c e p t e d i n v i t a t i o n s 


t o y o u r d i n n e r p a r t y on 7 November f o r Dr Coggan. 


The BCC was f o u n d e d i n 1942. A l l t h e c h u r c h e s , e x c e p t t h e Roman 


C a t h o l i c s , b e l o n g ( t h e RCs o f t e n s e n d o b s e r v e r s ) . T h e r e a r e s i m i l a r 


C o u n c i l s i n S c o t l a n d , Wales and I r e l a n d and t h e BCC i s a f f i l i a t e d t o 


t h e W o r l d C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s . I  t has f o u r m a i n D i v i s i o n s - C h r i s t i a n 


A i d , c o mmunity a f f a i r s ( i n c l u d i n g r a c e r e l a t i o n s ) , i n t e r n a t i o n a l 


a f f a i r s and e c u m e n i c a l a f f a i r s . 


The BCC i s l a r g e l y f i n a n c e d by g r a n t s f r o m member c h u r c h e s . I  t 


i s s h o r t o f money. 


The BCC has good c o n t a c t s w i t h Government D e p a r t m e n t s , f o r e x a m p l e 


on a i d m a t t e r s , b u t i  t must be some y e a r s s i n c e t h e y w e r e r e c e i v e d by a 


P r i m e M i n i s t e r . 




I	 — 


The s u b j e c t s t h e y hope t o r a i s e a r e : 


1 .	 C h r i s t i a n A i d , and i t s r e f u g e e r e l i e f w o r k . 


2.	 S o u t h e r n A f r i c a . The BCC r e c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d a p a p e r 


" P o l i t i c a l Change i n S o u t h A f r i c a : B r i t a i n ' s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y " , 


w h i c h i s due t o be d e b a t e d by t h e BCC and some a t l e a s t o f 


t h e member c h u r c h e s l a t e r t h i s y e a r . The t h r u s t o f t h i s 


p a p e r i s t h a t s h a r e h o l d e r p r e s s u r e and ' c o n s t r u c t i v e 


engagement' i s n o t en o u g h , and t h a t t h e C h u r c h e s s h o u l d 


p r e s s p u b l i c o p i n i o n and HMG f o r " d i s e n g a g e m e n t " by t h e 


West f r o m S o u t h A f r i c a and a r e a d i n e s s t o s u p p o r t , o r a t 


l e a s t n o t v e t o , U n i t e d N a t i o n s p r o p o s a l s f o r s a n c t i o n s 


a g a i n s t S o u t h A f r i c a , i n c l u d i n g an o i  l embargo. (The 


C h u r c h e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d , may n o t 


n e c e s s a r i l y e n d o r s e t h i s BCC l i n e . ) 


3.	 E n e r g y and un e m p l o y m e n t . 


4. The f u t u r e o f S c o t l a n d i n a U n i t e d Kingdom. 


The BCC p u b l i s h e s p l e n t y o f l i t e r a t u r e . L a s t y e a r t h e y p r o d u c e d a 


book " B r i t a i n Today and Tomorrow", e d i t e d by Canon Beeson o f W e s t m i n s t e r 


Abbey. Dr G r e e t may hand y o u a c o p y , and a copy o f t h e S o u t h A f r i c a 


p a p e r . 


The d e p u t a t i o n i s e x p e c t i n g a m e e t i n g o f 45 m i n u t e s . They w o u l d 


l i k e , i f t h i s i s a c c e p t a b l e , t o make a P r e s s r e l e a s e t o say t h a t t h e 


m e e t i n g had been h e l d , and t h a t t h e s e f o u r t o p i c s had been d i s c u s s e d 

w i t h o u t e n l a r g e m e n t on wha t had been s a i d . Dr G r e e t w i l l have a d r a f t 


w i t h h i m . 


(yp 

4 O c t o b e r 1979 




PRIME	 MINISTER 


^	 BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


You were t o have met a s m a l l d e p u t a t i o n f r o m t h e B r i t i s h 

C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s on 27 J u l y b u t i  t was swamped i n t h e p r e -

L u s a k a r u s h and had t o be p o s t p o n e d u n t i l Tuesday 16 O c t o b e r . 


The Cha i r m a n o f t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o u n c i l w r o t e 

t o y o u on 12 J u l y ( c o p y a t t a c h e d ) t o l e t you know wh a t s u b j e c t s 

t h e d e p u t a t i o n hoped t o r a i s e w i t h y o u . I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h i s 

i s s t i l  l t h e g r o u n d t h e y w o u l d l i k e t o c o v e r when t h e y come n e x t 

m o n t h . We need t o d e c i d e : 

( i )	 W h ether y ou wa n t any o t h e r M i n i s t e r s o r o f f i c i a l s 

w i t h y o u when y o u see t h e d e p u t a t i o n . Would you 

l i k e Mr. N e i l M a r t e n t o be p r e s e n t s i n c e t h e y 

want t o t a l k a b o u t t h e r e f u g e e r e l i e f w o rk o f 

C h r i s t i a n A i d ? I r a t h e r d o u b t w h e t h e r y o u w i l l 

need anybody t o s u p p o r t y o u on t h e o t h e r s u b j e c t s 

t h e y want t o b r i n g up - S o u t h e r n A f r i c a , E n e r g y , 

Unemployment and t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n a l F u t u r e o f 

Sco t l a n d . 


( i i )	 Whether y o u need any b r i e f i n g on t h e s u b j e c t s 

m e n t i o n e d i n Dr. G r e e t ' s l e t t e r . A g a i n , I s h o u l d 

n o t have t h o u g h t t h a t y o u w o u l d need a n y t h i n g , 

e x c e p t p o s s i b l y a n o t e on t h e r e f u g e e r e l i e f w o r k 

o f C h r i s t i a n A i d . 


27 September 1979 



