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1 0 D O W N I N G S T R E E T 

From the Private Secretary 24 August 1979 

Your S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e spoke on the t e l e p h o n e t o the 

Prime M i n i s t e r y e s t e r d a y . Mr. P r i o r ?ave the Prime M i n i s t e r 

an i n d i c a t i o n of the atmosphere of h i s meeting w i t h the TUC 

Economic Committee. He i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t had been d i f f i c u l t 

and u n p r o d u c t i v e and t h a t t h e c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h the TUC seemed 

l i k e l y t o f o l l o w t h e s e l i n e s t h r o u g h o u t . 


He r a i s e d w i t h t h e Prime M i n i s t e r t h e p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r 

l e g i s l a t i o n and s a i d t h a t he had i t i n mind t o brine; f o r w a r d 

two B i l l s , w i t h t h e f i r s t one n a r r o w l y d e f i n e d t o l i m i t the 

scope f o r amendment and f o r o b s t r u c t i o n at the Committee Stage. 

The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she doubted t h e wisdom of t h i s 

approach. Even a s h o r t B i l  l c o u l d e a s i l y be d e l a y e d by the 

t a b l i n g of numerous amendments and by o t h e r means, and i t would 


t h e r e f o r e be p r e f e r a b l e t o i n c l u d e a l l measures i n a s i n g l e B i l l . 

Mr. P r i o r s a i d t h a t he would want t o d i s c u s s t h i s f u r t h e r w i t h 

the Prime M i n i s t e r i n due c o u r s e . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r l a t e r mentioned t h i s t o the C h a n c e l l o r 

of t h e Duchy o f L a n c a s t e r , d u r i n g a c o n v e r s a t i o n about t h e 

l e g i s l a t i v e programme. She asked Mr. St . John-Stevas t o be i n 

touch w i t h your S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e on the t r a d e u n i o n l e g i s l a t i o n . 

I am t h e r e f o r e s e n d i n g a copy of t h i s l e t t e r t o -Tohn Stevens 

i n the C h a n c e l l o r of t h e Duchy o f L a n c a s t e r ' s O f f i c e . 


M. A. PATTISON 


I.A.W, F a i r , Esq., 

Department o f Employment. 
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