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MIPT : SOUTH GEORGIA: FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MESSAGE:

QUOTE

EXCELLENCY

THE EVENTS WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE ON ST PETER'S ISLAND IN THE

SOUTH GEORGIAS ARE BEING FOLLOWED BY MY GOVERNMENT WITH CLOSE

ATTENTION. I AM CONVINCED THAT BOTH THE BRITISH GOVERNENT AND YOUR

EXCELLENCY SHARE OUR CONCERN AND THIS IS WHY I AM SENDING THIS

MESSAGE WITH THE OBJECT OF DESPELLING ANY MISUNDERSTANDING ABOUT

MY GOVERNMENT'S MOTIVES.

THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GROUP OF WORKERS DISEMBARKED AT LEITH A:-?E

OF A PRIVATE AND PEACEFUL CHARACTER BASED ON THE UNDISPUTED rACT

THAT THEY WERP KNOWN IN ADVANCE BY HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT

AND IN ANY CASE ON THE FACT THAT THEY ARE BEING CARRIED CUT ON

TERRITORY SUBJECT TO THE SPECIAL REGIME AGREED IN 1971 BETWEEN

THE ARGENTINE AND GREAT BRITAIN. IT IS MOREOVER WITHIN YOUR

EXCELLENCY'S.KNOWLEDGE THAT THESE TERRITORIES ARE CONSIDERED BY

THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC AS HER OWN AND THAT THE SOVEREIGNTY DISPUTE

ArOUT THEM HAS BEEN RECOGNISED BY THE UNITED I':ATIONS IN ITS

RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS. YOUR EXCELLENCY'S C,OVERNYENT HAS

ACCEPTED THE EXISTENCE OF THE SOVEREIGNTY DISPUTE.

HOWPVPR THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS REACTED IN TERMS V;H1CH


CCNSTITUTE A VIRTUAL ULTImATUm BACKED BY THE THREAT CF MILITARY
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AcTION IN THE FORx 3F THE DFSPATCH oF THE NAVAL i;ARSH;P ENDURANCE
.„,ND A REQUIRMENT FOR THE pPR7MPTORILY ImMEDIATE EvACUATia:, CF THE
"-'-GENTINE WORKERS FROM THE ISLAND.THESE ACTIONS HAVE SEEN TAKEN
. THouT A REAGARD TO THE SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS mENTMED A2OVE.
THE REACTON TO WHICH I REFER THUS CONSTITUTES A DISPROPORTIONATE
AND PROVOCATIVE RESPONSE AGGRAVATED FOR HAVING RECEIVED '.-;IDE
DIFFUSION IN THE PRESS WHICH HAS HAD A NEGATIVE EFFECT ON DE'IELOP—
mENTS AND WHICH IS NOT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ARGENTINE 7,7,VE7=:--
IN THIS CONNECTION I CANNOT BUT REFER TO THE COMENTS PU9LISHE2,
THE BRITISH PRESS MANY OF WHICH HAVE HAD AN AGGRAVATING EFFECT
AND IN ANY CASE DO NOT CONTRIBUTE TO THE MAINTENANCE OF THE
DESIRABLE CLIMATE FOR THE CONDUCT OF NEGOTIATIONS.

IN THE LIGHT OF THIS ATTITUDE MY GOVERNMENT CAN ONLY ADOPT
THOSE MEASURES WHICH PRUDENCE AND ITS RIGHTS DEMAND. IN THIS
CONTEXT THE ARGENTINE WORKERS IN SOUTH GEORGIA MUST REMAIN THERE
SINCE THEY HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTATION TO DO SO.

I FEEL I MUST POINT OUT TO YOUR EXCELLENCY THAT THE PRESENT
SITUATION IS THE DIRECT RESULT OF THE PERSISTENT LACK OF RECOGNITION
BY THE UNITED KINGDOM OF THE TITLES TO SOVEREIGNTY WHICH mY
COUNTRY HAS OVER THE MALVINAS, SOUTH GEORGIA AND SOUTH SANDWICH
ISLANDS. THIS IS CONFIRMED BY THE'NEGATIVE ATTITUDE OF YOUR EXCELL—
ENCY'S GOVERNMENT THROUGHOUT MANY YEARS CF NEGOTIATIONS IN WHICH
ARGENTINA HAS GIVEN ADEQUATE EVIDENCE OF ITS WISH TO RESOLVE
THE DISPUTE BY PEACEFUL MEANS WITH IMAGINATION AND PATIENCE
wHICH TODAY HAVE LASTED FOR OVER FIFTEEN YEARS.

TO RESOLVE THE PRESENT SITUATION I CONSIDER IT NECESSARY THAT
YOUR EXCELLENCY'S GOVERNmENT SHOULD DISPLAY, AS DOES THE ARGENTINE
GOVERNMENT, THE POLITICAL WILL TO NEGOTIATE NOT ONLY THE CURRENT
PROBLEM WHICH CONCERN US BUT ALSO THE SOVEREIGNTY DISPUTE
BEARING IN MIND THAT SO LONG AS THIS CONTINUES OUR RELATIONS WILL
BE OPEN TO SIMILAR DISTURBANCES AND CRISES.

YOUR EXCELLENCY CAN BE SURE OF COUNTING UPON VTHE COOPERATION
AND GOODWILL oF MY GOVERNMENT TO ACHIEVE A SATISFACTORY SOLUTION .
COURTESYENDING.

UNQUOTE.
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