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P r e m i e r Hua Guo f eng ' s V i s i t : O b j e c t i v e s and B r i e f i n g 

T h e C h i n e s e P r e m i e r Hua Guofeng w i l l be m a k i n g an o f f i c i a l v i s i t to 

th is c o u n t r y f r o m 28th O c t o b e r to 3 r d N o v e m b e r . He w i l l c o m e h e r e f r o m 

F r a n c e a n d G e r m a n y and be f o r e a v i s i t to I t a l y . H e w i l l be a c c o m p a n i e d by 

V i c e P r e m i e r Y u Q i u l i , F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r Huang H u a , and four V i c e M i n i s t e r s 

(of F o r e i g n A f f a i r s , P l a n n i n g , F o r e i g n T r a d e and P u b l i c S e c u r i t y ) . 

2. T h i s w i l l be the f i r s t t i m e a C h i n e s e P r i m e M i n i s t e r has v i s i t e d B r i t a i n , 

and H u a ' s f i r s t v i s i t to W e s t e r n E u r o p e . A v i s i t at th i s l e v e l i s u n l i k e l y to be 

r epea t ed f o r a l ong t i m e : and , as H u a i s e f f e c t i v e l y , though not i n n a m e , H e a d 

of State as w e l l as G o v e r n m e n t , i t r e p r e s e n t s a un ique o p p o r t u n i t y for us to 

i n f l u e n c e and i m p r e s s C h i n e s e p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c and c o m m e r c i a l t h i n k i n g at 

the h i ghes t l e v e l . 

3. The t i m i n g i s p a r t i c u l a r l y a p p r o p r i a t e . S i n c e the f a l l of the " G a n g of 

F o u r " and the r e t u r n to powe r of V i c e P r e m i e r Deng X i a o p i n g , the C h i n e s e 

l e a d e r s h i p have been i n c r e a s i n g l y l o o k i n g to b r o a d e n the scope of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 

and c o m m e r c i a l c o - o p e r a t i o n w i th the W e s t . T h e y see the Wes t both as a 

b u l w a r k a g a i n s t the Sov i e t U n i o n , and as a v i t a l s o u r c e of the m o d e r n t echno logy 

they need for t h e i r e c o n o m i c m o d e r n i s a t i o n . O u r own b i l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s w i th 

C h i n a have b e c o m e s u b s t a n t i a l l y c l o s e r u n d e r the new C h i n e s e l e a d e r s h i p and 

ou r b i l a t e r a l t r ade and c o - o p e r a t i o n o v e r Hong K o n g have both i m p r o v e d . 

H u a ' s v i s i t o f f e r s us the oppo r tun i t y both to c a r r y th i s p r o c e s s f u r t h e r , and 

a l s o to m a k e an i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n to the f u r t h e r s t r eng then ing of the W e s t ' s 

o v e r a l l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i th C h i n a . 

4. T h e p r o g r a m m e for H u a ' s v i s i t w i l l p r o b a b l y i n c l u d e two s e s s i o n s of 

t a l k s w i th the P r i m e M i n i s t e r and an exchange of d i n n e r s ; l u n c h at B u c k i n g h a m 

P a l a c e ; e n t e r t a i n m e n t by the Duke of K e n t (as V i c e C h a i r m a n of the B r i t i s h 

O v e r s e a s T r a d e Board } the L o r d M a y o r of L o n d o n , the G o v e r n o r of the Bank of 

E n g l a n d , and the S p e a k e r ; and i n d u s t r i a l and c o m m e r c i a l v i s i t s i n s i d e and ou t s i d e 
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London. There is also the possibility of concluding an A i r Services Agreement, 


a Cultural Agreement, a Trade Protocol or an Understanding on Agricultural 


Co-operation in time for signature during the visit. 


5. Our principal objectives for the visit will be to impress Hua with Britain 


as a stable and prosperous society, and as a source of top-level industrial, 


agricultural, energy and defence equipment and technology; to establish at the 


highest level a productive and understanding relationship between China and 


Britain; to encourage the Chinese Government in general to play a more active 

and responsible role in international affairs; to probe Hua's views on relations 


with the Soviet Union and to put our own views to him; and to influence his 

thinking on other issues, particularly those of special concern to us (e. g. 


Southern Africa). 


6. The Prime Minister will probably also wish to discuss Asia, 

particularly Indochina, and China's role in the area; trade and defence sales; 

and Hong Kong. A number of other bilateral issues could also usefully be 


raised briefly. 


7. We would not expect the Chinese to want a detailed formal agenda, but 


we need to agree with them on the main topics to be discussed, with the bilateral 


issues to be covered in the Second Session of talks, at which the Prime Minister 

might wish to be accompanied, in addition to the Foreign and Commonwealth 


Secretary, by the Secretaries of State for Trade, Industry^__an.d Dafaace There 


may also be parallel talks with Foreign Minister Huang Hua, and possibly (on 


economic subjects) with Vice Premier Yu Qiuli, whose position as Minister in 

Charge of the State Planning Commission gives him particular influence on 


decisions affecting the Chinese economy, externally as well as internally. 


8. I enclose at Annex A a list of suggested objectives for the visit, and 


at Annex B a list of suggested briefs, which will reach the Prime Minister on 


19th October. I would be grateful i f you would let me know if the Prime 


Minister is content with these. 


(John Hunt) 


28th September, 1979 
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A N N E X A 

P r e m i e r H u a ' s V i s i t to L o n d o n 

U n i t e d	 K i n g d o m O b j e c t i v e s 

1. To i m p r e s s P r e m i e r H u a w i th B r i t a i n as a s tab le and p r o s p e r o u s s o c i e t y ; 

as a r e l i a b l e and i m p o r t a n t i n t e r l o c u t o r on i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s s u e s ; and as a m a j o r 

s o u r c e of advanced t echno logy . 

2. T h r o u g h a f r a n k exchange of v i e w s , to e s t a b l i s h a w o r k i n g u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

w i t h the C h i n e s e G o v e r n m e n t at the h i ghes t l e v e l ; i n p a r t i c u l a r : 

(a)	 T o e x p l a i n to P r e m i e r H u a H e r M a j e s t y ' s G o v e r n m e n t ' s w o r l d v i e w , 

e s p e c i a l l y on the Sov i e t U n i o n and E a s t / W e s t r e l a t i o n s ; to p robe 

C h i n e s e i n t en t i ons c o n c e r n i n g S i n o - S o v i e t r e l a t i o n s , and C h i n e s e p o l i c y 

i n South E a s t A s i a . 

(b)	 To seek P r e m i e r H u a ' s suppo r t , o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g , f o r H e r M a j e s t y ' s 

G o v e r n m e n t ' s p o l i c i e s on i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s s u e s of p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e r n to u s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y S o u t h e r n A f r i c a . 

(c)	 To encourage the C h i n e s e G o v e r n m e n t to take an i n c r e a s i n g l y a c t i v e p a r t 

i n m u l t i l a t e r a l d i s c u s s i o n s . 

3. T o r e a f f i r m o u r e x p e c t a t i o n that the C h i n e s e G o v e r n m e n t , f o l l o w i n g the 

m a n y exchanges of de l e ga t i ons and t h e i r e c o n o m i c r e a s s e s s m e n t , w i l l p l a ce 

s u b s t a n t i a l o r d e r s w i t h B r i t i s h f i r m s i n the n e a r fu ture f o r i n d u s t r i a l , 

a g r i c u l t u r a l , ene r gy , t r a n s p o r t , defence equ ipmen t , and technology ( i n c lud ing 

m a r k e t i n g c o n s u l t a n c y s e r v i c e s ) . 

4. T o r e a f f i r m our i n t e r e s t i n expand ing the scope of our e d u c a t i o n a l , 

c u l t u r a l , s c i e n t i f i c and t e c h n o l o g i c a l exchanges w i t h C h i n a . 

5. To i m p r o v e f u r t h e r ou r u n d e r s t a n d i n g w i th the C h i n e s e G o v e r n m e n t o v e r 

the future of Hong K o n g , and thus to c on t r i bu t e to p o l i t i c a l and b u s i n e s s 

con f idence i n Hong K o n g ' s f u tu r e . 

C h i n e s e O b j e c t i v e s 

1. T o enhance P r e m i e r H u a ' s p e r s o n a l s t a n d i n g , both w i t h i n C h i n a and 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , and to a s s e r t C h i n a ' s r o l e as a w o r l d powe r . 
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2. T o deve l op C h i n a ' s r e l a t i o n s w i th the U n i t e d K i n g d o m as a m a j o r m e m b e r 

of the C o m m u n i t y and A t l a n t i c A l l i a n c e ; to seek our u n d e r s t a n d i n g and suppo r t 

f o r C h i n a ' s f o r e i g n p o l i c i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r e l a t i o n to the Sov i e t U n i o n and a r e a s 

of s t r a t e g i c i m p o r t a n c e to C h i n a s u c h as Indoch ina . 

3. To l ook f o r ways of i m p r o v i n g c o m m e r c i a l and t e c h n o l o g i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n 

w i t h the U n i t e d K i n g d o m w h i c h w i l l bene f i t C h i n a ' s m o d e r n i s a t i o n p l a n s ; and to 

p r e s s f o r f u r t h e r t r ade c o n c e s s i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the E E C contex t . 
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A N N E X	 B 

P r e m i e r H u a ' s V i s i t to L o n d o n 

D r a f t L i s t of B r i e f s 

1. S t e e r i n g B r i e f 

2. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l P o l i t i c a l S i t u a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g E a s t / W e s t r e l a t i o n s 

3.	 A s i a ( p a r t i c u l a r l y South E a s t A s i a , and c o v e r i n g a l s o the Ind ian s u b ­

con t inen t , A f g h a n i s t a n and I ran ) 

4. A f r i c a ( p a r t i c u l a r l y S o u t h e r n A f r i c a ) 

5.	 C h i n a ' s I n t e r n a t i o n a l R o l e ( i n c lud ing n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n , d i s a r m a m e n t , 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l e c o n o m i c and U n i t e d Na t i ons i s s u e s ) 

6. The N o n - a l i g n e d M o v e m e n t 

7. A r a b / I s r a e l 

8. T a i w a n 

9. B i l a t e r a l T r a d e and T e c h n o l o g i c a l C o - o p e r a t i o n 

10. E E C / C h i n a 

11.	 De f ence S a l e s ( i n c l u d i n g i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r C O C O M and E a s t / W e s t 

r e l a t i o n s ) 

12.	 O the r B i l a t e r a l I s sues ( i n c lud ing Hong K o n g ; c u l t u r a l , s c i e n t i f i c and 

o the r e x changes ; A i r S e r v i c e and M a r i t i m e A g r e e m e n t s ; c l a i m s ; 

t r a v e l r e s t r i c t i o n s in P e k i n g and L o n d o n ; C h i n e s e T r a d e C e n t r e i n 

L o n d o n ; and a c c o m m o d a t i o n f o r the B r i t i s h E m b a s s y ' s staf f i n P e k i n g ) 

13. The I n t e r n a l P o l i t i c a l and E c o n o m i c Scene i n China 
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l O D O W N I N G S T R E E T 

/ro/n //is Private Secretary 

SIB JOHN HUNT 


CABINET OFFICE 


VISIT OF PREMIER HUA GUOFENG 


The Prime M i n i s t e r has seen your minute 


to me of 28 September about the o b j e c t i v e s 


and b r i e f i n g f o r Premier Hua's v i s i t . She 


has approved the texts at Annexes A and B. 


 October 1979 



