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THE BELGRANO —

UKDEL NATO have provided an informal note of discussion

at the FEurogroup Ministerial dinner in Brussels on

5 May, done by Mr Tebbit who is 8Secretary to the Eurogroup.
Paragraph 5 of this note records Mr Nott as saying ''....,.
the political decision was taken by a group of Cabinet
Ministers, chairdd by the Prime Minister, to attack the
GENERAL BELGRANC which was closing on the Task Force''.

2. I have not been able to find any record in the
minutes of ODSA for such a decision. It had been my understanding
that the sinking of the BELCRANO had followed a decision by
Ministers over the weekend in question that existing ROEs
should be relaxed in such a way as to permit our SSNs

to attack Argentine warships whether or not within the TEZ,
but without specific reference to the Argentine cruiser,
Again, according to the information given by CDS at the
Chiefs of Staff Committee in response to a question by Mr

| Wright on the morning after the sinking, the BELGRANO had not
entered the THEZ and was heading in a South Westerly
direction at the time the attack toock place.

3. Since he was present at Chequers during the ODS!
meeting in guestion, vou may wish to bring this to the
attention of the PUS. It may cof course simply be that I

am less than fully informed on the subject, but the point
is symptomati¢ of the difficulty we face in keeping up with
Ministers ; when short.euts are taken,
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Defence Department
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