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1. Officials have been considering the implications of a call
for general economic sanctions against South Africa, Their
report is being circulated separately (0D(80)53). It highlights
the extent to which British interests will be at grave risk either
if we were to acquiesce in the imposition of sanctions against
South Africa or if we were to veto sanctions in isolation from
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i Ame“can and French partners.

s The harm we should suffer from a complete trade embargo

against South Africa would be so great that we would seem to have

little alternative but to veto any such proposal, even cichiiiaastnid
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pbest course is to concentrate our

S Meanwhile our efforyg 2

x _— ch solidarity in resisting ;
seeking American and Fren © 20V demapg,

inst South Africa, and discour

for new measures aga A81Ng thep frop

that they could safely hide behind our veto,

assuming thus leaVing

4s to bear the brunt of African anger and retaliation alone,
* For

this purpose we are trying to bring home to our partnerg the
serious damage we might suffer at the hands of the African and
other Third World countries if we were to cast a veto in
isolation, the grave consequences (and futility) of imposing
sanctions against South Africa for them as well as for us and tpe
West generally, and the consequent necessity for a united Westemn
front in resolute opposition, if necessary by triple veto, to any
such demands.

4. For electoral and other reasons I am not optimistic that
the present American administration will be willing to join usin

vetoing sanctions: and if the Americans will not, the French are

much less likely to do so either. The objective of avoiding 2
situation in which the decision has to be made is thus overridi¥

But if the worst comes to the worst we shall have to make 2

difficult decision on the basis of our best judgement of the
h : ests:

balance of British and Western political and commercial inter
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The group's report will be of great assistance to us if and

that decision has to be made.
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yet know precisely what recommendationg will be d
4 made .

do not
. instructed my officials to keep
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] 1 close touch with officialsg

of the other departments mainly concerned and I shall be reagy
Yy to

ult my colleagues immediately the situation be

NS comes sufficiently

55 67

clear to enable us to consider collectively the decisions that may
need to be made .

6 I invite my colleagues:
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(a) to take note of the report by officials and to endorse —
C—

its conclusions;

(b) to acknowledge that the interests of HMG would be 57 69
seriously affected by the imposition of general —~———
economic sanctions against South Africa, or by an
isolated UK ;/eto of a sanctions resolution;

(c) to agree that our primary objective should be to avoid
a situation in which a general sanctions resolution
would be put before the Security Council; 59

(d) to agree that we should continue to impress upon the - 72
United States and French Governments the advantages to —
our joint national interests of a joint veto of a 50
sanctions resolution whilst leaving them in doubt over
the question as to whether we would be prepared to
veto alone; cu 14

(€) to confirm that officials should remain in close

to
contact on this issue and that we should be ready

ht
consider this issue further collectively in the lig ’

of subsequent developments.
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