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EEC BUDGET : POST STRASBOURG STRATEGY 


I am unable to attend OD on Tuesday when your paper, OD(79)1<3 i s 
due to be dis c u s s e d . I should t h e r e f o r e l i k e to record that I 
f u l l y endorse the p r i n c i p l e s and t a c t i c s which you propose. 

1 f i r m l y share your view that our problem cannot be solved through 
g r e a t e r Community expenditure. We must be c a r e f u l to avoid g i v i n g 
any d i f f e r e n t impression, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n n e g o t i a t i o n s i n other, 
r e l a t e d , f i e l d s . I was t h e r e f o r e pleased to note N i g e l Lawson's 
cautious approach proposed i n h i s l e t t e r of 5 J u l y , towards incre a s e s 
i n the 1980 Community Budget Regional and S o c i a l Funds. In such areas 
we can q u i e t l y accept any b e n e f i t s which we may be o f f e r e d . But i  t 
would be a major mistake to press hard f o r them. 

I t i s of course r i g h t t h a t we should aim f o r the e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e 

s o l u t i o n . But, i f I may end w i t h a note of c a u t i o n i t i s that we 

should avoid r a i s i n g expectations too much i n p u b l i c . As you have 

i n d i c a t e d , our partners are required to make some p a i n f u l s a c r i f i c e s . 

They may need more time than we might wish to accept the idea. 


I am copying t h i s to colleagues i n OD and to S i r John Hunt. 





