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The Cabinet were informed that there had been no change in the
Provisional arrangements for business to be taken in the House of
Commonsg during the week beginning 19 April 1982; the arrangements
remained as nntir_‘l ed to the Cabinet at their meeting on b6 April.

The Cabinet noted that, although the White Paper on constitutional
development in Northern Ireland had been better received in the
Province than might have been expected, a number of the Government's
Own supporters appeared to be mounting a campaign against the
Proposed lepislation. The Cabinet further noted that the official
Opposition were at present in favour of the debate on the White Paper 1in
the week beginning 26 April taking place on a take note motion. A
Tersonable time would have to be allowed between the debate and the
Secand Reading of the Bill, but there was no reason why the Bill should
not be published and introduced in the course of the following week

The Cabinet -

Agreed that the proposed legislation on Northern
Ireland should be introduced in the House of Commons

in the course of the following week.

THE FCREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that in the
Context of the Falkland Islands situation it might ba necessary to intro-
duce emergency legislation to deal with such matters as the
Fequisitioning of ships and aircraft and the expulsion of Argentinian
Nationals from the United Kingdom., He was in discussion with the
Home Sec retary and the Secretary of State for Trade about the need for
and timing of emergency legislation, and the drafting of a Bill on a con-~

ting erie e o ;
lgency basis had almost been completed,

THE SEC

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE said that a particular
i'.!tfn':'}‘-,u:n arose in relation to the Trading with the Enemy Act. If
Argentina declared war on the United Kingiom, the draconian
bProvisions of the Act would automatically come into effect., It would

+& preferable for the Act to be brought inte force by Crder in Council,

and any emergency legislation should contain a provision to this efiect,
i'he Cabinet -

Za Took note.
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e The Cabinet reviewed the state of the dispute over the Falkland
Islandsg,

ITHE PRIME MINISTER reported on the conversations which she and
certain colleagues had held with the United States Secretary of State,
Mr Haig,

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY reported on the
international political and diplomatic reactions to the dispute,

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENCE reported on the state of

milita ry preparations against the possibility of a breakdown in attempts
to '

rasolve the dispute by peaceful means.

The Cabinet -

Took note,
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