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^ F  A » t  I E N T A R  Y I- The Cabinet were in fo rmed that there had been no change i n the 
p r o v i s i o n a l ar rangements for business to be taken i n the House of 
Commons dur ing the week beginning 19 A p r i l 1982; the arrangements 
remained as not i f ied to the Cabinet at the i r meet ing on 6 A p r i l . 

| N o r t h e r n 
feel**,!
U g i s l a  t

n

 The Cabinet noted that, although the White Paper on const i tut ional 
 development i n Nor the rn I re land had been better r ece ived i n the 

 P r o v i n c e than might have been expected, a number of the Government s 
own supporters appeared to be mounting a campaign against the 
proposed l eg i s l a t i on . The Cabinet further noted that the o f f i c i a l 
Opposi t ion were at present i n favour of the debate on the White Paper i n 
the week beginning 26 A p r i l taking p lace on a take note mot ion . A 
reasonable t i m e would have to be a l lowed between the debate and the 
Second Reading of the B i l l , but there was no reason why the B i l l should 
not be publ ished and in t roduced i n the course of the fol lowing week, 

The Cabinet ­

1. A g r e e d that the proposed l eg i s l a t i on on Nor t he rn 
I re land should be in t roduced i n the House of Commons 
i n the course of the fol lowing week. 

9 l  *Ms .
L Agency

6 g i 8 l a  t i o n

 T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y said that i n the 
 context of the F a l k l a n d Islands si tuat ion i t might be necessa ry to i n t r o ­

d u c  e emergency l eg i s l a t i on to deal with such mat ters as the 
requis i t ion ing of ships and a i r c r a f t and the expulsion of Argen t i n i an 
nationals f r o m the United K ingdom. He was i n d i s cus s ion with the 
Home Sec re t a ry and the Sec re ta ry of State for T r a d e about the need for 
and t iming of emergency l eg i s l a t i on , and the drafting of a B i l l on a con­
tingency bas is had a lmos t been completed. 

T H E S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E F O R T R A D E said that a p a r t i c u l a r 
p rob lem a rose i n r e l a t i on to the T rad ing wi th the Enemy A c t . If 
Argen t ina dec l a r ed war on the United Kingdom, the draconian 
p rov i s ions of the A c t would au tomat ica l ly come into effect. It would 
be preferable for the A c t to be brought into force by Order i n C o u n c i l , 
and any emergency l eg i s l a t i on should contain a p r o v i s i o n to this effect. 

The Cabinet ­

2. Took note. 
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2. Tne Cabinet rev iewed the state of the dispute over the F a l k l a n d 
Islands. 

T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R repor ted on the conversat ions which she and 
ce r t a in col leagues had held wi th the United States Secre ta ry of State, 
M r Ha ig . 

T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y repor ted on the 
in ternat ional p o e t i c a l and d ip lomat ic react ions to the dispute. 

T H E S E C R E T A R Y OF S T A T E F O R D E F E N C E repor ted on the state of 
m i l i t a r y prepara t ions against the p o s s i b i l i t y of a breakdown i n attempts 
tc r e so lve the dispute by peaceful means. 

The Cabinet -

Took note. 

Cabinet Office 

14 A p r i l 1982 
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