
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 


London SW1A 2AH 


Jewish Community in Iran 

Thank you for your l e t t e r of 15 May, with which you 


enclosed a message from President Carter to the Prime 

Minister about the Jewish community in Iran. I attach a 

draft l e t t e r in reply which the Prime Minister may care to 

send. As you w i n see, in the light of Tehran telegram 

no 608 (a copy of which i s enclosed) we consider that 

representations are not appropriate at this stage. We 

understand that the French and the Holy See hold a similar 

view. But the Embassy in Tehran are keeping a close eye on 

the position of the Jewish and other minorities in Iran. 

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office are in contact with 

various Jewish interests in this country who have voiced 

concern. 


(J S Wall) 


B G Cartledge Esq 

10 Downing Street 
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P R I V A C Y M A R K I N G S U B J E C T : 

In Confidence Thank you f o r w r i t i n g t o me a b o u t t h e p o s i t i o n o f 

t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y i n I r a n . I and my c o l l e a g u e s f u l l y 
C A V E A T 

s h a r e y o u r c o n c e r n a b o u t t h i s i s s u e and have f o l l o w e d w i t h 

a n x i e t y t h e n u m e r o u s r e p o r t s o f t r i a l s and e x e c u t i o n s . 

S i n c e you w r o t e , some l e a d e r s o f t h e J e w i s h 

c o m m u n i t y a r e r e p o r t e d t o have r e c e i v e d a s s u r a n c e s f r o m 

A y a t o l l a h K h o m e i n i f o r t h e i r s a f e t y . W h i l e we c a n n o t 

n e c e s s a r i l y a c c e p t th /ese a t t h e f r f a c e v a l u e t h e v i e w 

o f o u r E m b a s s y , who have I know been i n c l o s e t o u c h w i t h 

y o u r Embassy i n T e h r a n on t h i s q u e s t i o n , i s t h a t t h e 

p r e s e n t d i f f i c u l t i e s b e i n g e x p e r i e n c e d by t h e J e w i s h 

c o m m u n i t y , w h i l e n a t u r a l l y a r o u s i n g a n x i e t y , do n o t 

amount t o an o r g a n i s e d c a m p a i g n o f p e r s e c u t i o n . 
h a w o' f^" rll^n — t - o— r e cogn i GO— that—t-h-e—T r a n i an s—h-*ve 

) shown g r e a t s e n s i t i v i t y ever^s- i - f rce"1 the r e v o l u t i o n / / 

| o v e r t h e r e p r e s e n t atijjja-s—fTff^ch we and o t h e r W e s t e r n / j 

c o u n t r i e s t ^ & v g made on v a r i o u s o c c a s i o n s a b o u t t h e t r i a l 

arvet- eTu L L , i Lull r> f—p (i I 1 t 1 C a t — d e t a i n e e s . / 

I n t h i s T-l i US l e>a n a p p r o a c h s p e c i f i c a l l y on b e h a l f o f t h e 

I r a n i a n J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y c o u l d i n d e e d make t h e i r p o s i t i o n 

l e s s s e c u r e 
Enclosures—FLAG(S) 

I b e l i e v e t h e r e f o r e 2 h i  t we can b e s t h e l p by 

c o n t i n u i n g t o ke e p a v e r y c l o s e e y e * o n t h e / s l t u a t i o n , and 

be r e a d y t o t a k e p r o m p t a c t i o n w i t h t h e I r a n i a n 

/ a u t h o r i t i e s 



% 

a u t h o r i t i e s i f we see a s e r i o u s d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n t h e 

p o s i t i o n o f t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . To have a u s e f u l 

e f f e c t , such a p p r o a c h e s s h o u l d , I b e l i e v e , come f r o m as 

many q u a r t e r s as p o s s i b l e w i t h i n t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

c o m m u n i t y ; and s h o u l d f o c u s on t h e g e n e r a l i s s u e s o f 

s e c u r i t y o f m i n o r i t i e s and s t a n d a r d s o f j u s t i c e , w h i c h 

o f c o u r s e encompass t h e r i g h t s o f I r a n i a n J e w r y t o f a i r 

and e q u a l t r e a t m e n t . 

I hope t h a t we can keep i n t o u c h on a l l a s p e c t s 

o f t h e c o m p l e x and u n s t a b l e s i t u a t i o n w h i c h now p r e v a i l s 

i n I r a n . 


