
NOTE OF A MEETING BETWEEN THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE TAOISEACH HELD AT 

10 DOWNING STREET AT 1445 ON WEDNESDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 1979 


P r e s e n t : 
Prime M i n i s t e r Mr. J . Lynch, T.D. 
Mr. C.A. Whitmore Mr. D. N a l l y 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she was g r a t e f u l t o Mr. Lynch f o r 

be i n g ready to have t a l k s w i t h her i n the wake of the double tragedy 

which had occurred the p r e v i o u s week. S i n c e the events of 27 August 

she had been making i t c l e a r i n p u b l i c t h a t she was sure t h a t he was 

as anxious as she was t o stamp out t e r r o r i s m : t e r r o r i s m was a t h r e a t 

not j u s t immediately t o Nort h e r n I r e l a n d but t o democracy as a whole. 

The events o f the p r e v i o u s week had aroused p u b l i c e x p e c t a t i o n i n the 

U n i t e d Kingdom t h a t c o n c r e t e a c t i o n would be taken t o combat t e r r o r i s m . 

The c o - o p e r a t i v e e f f o r t s which t h e i r two Governments had made i n the 

past were not enough: the o p p o r t u n i t y had t o be s e i z e d t o improve 

t h e i r j o i n t e f f o r t s a g a i n s t the PIRA, and she saw the purpose of t h e i r 

meeting as b e i n g t o d i s c u s s what measures t h e i r two Governments c o u l d 

take t o g e t h e r . 


Mr. Lyncli s a i d t h a t the h o r r o r and r e v u l s i o n which had been f e l t 

i n the UK f o r the events of 27 August were matched by p u b l i c r e a c t i o n 

i n the R e p u b l i c , but to those f e e l i n g s i n t h e i r case was added shame 

th a t the deaths of Lord Mountbatten and those w i t h him had o c c u r r e d 

on I r i s h t e r r i t o r y . He had been concerned t h a t the r e a c t i o n i n the UK 

might have r e p e r c u s s i o n s f o r I r i s h people l i v i n g here, p a r t i c u l a r l y 

s i n c e some B r i t i s h newspapers had g i v e n the i m p r e s s i o n t h a t the deaths 

had been caused i n some way by I r i s h n e g l i g e n c e . He f u l l y agreed w i t h 

what the Prime M i n i s t e r had s a i d about the need t o stamp out t e r r o r i s m . 

T e r r o r i s m i n the I r i s h R e p u b l i c posed not o n l y a s e c u r i t y t h r e a t but 

was a l s o damaging e c o n o m i c a l l y : i n h i s view t h e r e was a r e a l r i s k t h a t 

t e r r o r i s m might i n the lon g term r e t a r d economic growth i n the R e p u b l i c , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y because of i t s e f f e c t on f o r e i g n investment and t o u r i s m . 

S u c c e s s i v e I r i s h Governments had taken a number of s u b s t a n t i a l s t e p s 

t o combat the a c t i v i t i e s of the PIRA. They had i n c r e a s e d the s t r e n g t h 

of the Garda and of the I r i s h army; they had committed as many r e s o u r c e s 
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as they c o u l d a f f o r d t o the p o l i c i n g of the border; they had encouraged 

c l o s e and s u c c e s s f u l c o - o p e r a t i o n between the Garda and the RUC; and 

they had a range of a n t i - t e r r o r i s t laws which was perhaps s t r o n g e r 

than t h a t of any o t h e r European c o u n t r y . The q u e s t i o n now was what 

more c o u l d be done. V a r i o u s i d e a s had been a i r e d i n the p r e s s such as 

d i r e c t c o - o p e r a t i o n between the B r i t i s h and I r i s h a r mies, RUC p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

i n the Garda's i n t e r r o g a t i o n of s u s p e c t e d t e r r o r i s t s and j o i n t B r i t i s h 

and I r i s h p a t r o l s on the b o r d e r , but a l l these i d e a s would r a i s e d i f f i ­

c u l t i e s f o r the I r i s h Government. 


The Prime M i n i s t e r r e i t e r a t e d t h a t e x i s t i n g c o - o p e r a t i o n between 

the two Governments i n the s e c u r i t y f i e l d was not working w e l l enough 

and had t o be improved. The f e e l i n g i n the UK t h a t members o f the IRA 

were s a f e once they were south of the border was s t r o n g e r than e v e r , 

and t h e r e would be s e v e r e p u b l i c r e a c t i o n i n t h i s c o u n t r y i f today's 

meeting d i d not p o i n t the way towards s u b s t a n t i a l improvement i n s e c u r i t y 

c o - o p e r a t i o n between the a u t h o r i t i e s of t h e i r two c o u n t r i e s . She had 

a number of s p e c i f i c measures t o suggest - and she had been m e t i c u l o u s 

about not r e v e a l i n g i n p u b l i c b e f o r e t h e i r meeting what she wished t o 

put to hirn - but b e f o r e they d i s c u s s e d the d e t a i l s o f them, she wished 

t o make i t p l a i n t h a t a l l the s t e p s which she was a s k i n g the I r i s h 

Government t o take the B r i t i s h Government was ready t o i n t r o d u c e i t s e l f 

on a r e c i p r o c a l b a s i s . She was s e e k i n g n o t h i n g which she was not p r e p a r e d 

to o f f e r i n r e t u r n . 


The two Prime M i n i s t e r s then d i s c u s s e d the f o l l o w i n g measures: 


(a) E x t r a d i t i o n and e x t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l j u r i s d i c t i o n 

The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t the B r i t i s h Government a l r e a d y 


e x t r a d i t e d people i n the UK t o the R e p u b l i c of I r e l a n d . In the 

y e a r s 1976-78 the numbers had been 27,31 and 26. Moreover, 

these f i g u r e s i n c l u d e d some of our own n a t i o n a l s who had been 

e x t r a d i t e d t o the R e p u b l i c to f a c e charges t h e r e . We had 

e x t r a d i t e d the L i t t l e j o h n b r o t h e r s t o the R e p u b l i c on charges 

o f robbery and when one of them had been r e c a p t u r e d i n the UK 

f o l l o w i n g t h e i r escape from custody w h i l e i n the R e p u b l i c , he 

had been r e t u r n e d again to the I r i s h a u t h o r i t i e s . S i m i l a r l y 

we had i n r e c e n t y e a r s e x t r a d i t e d a number of B r i t i s h n a t i o n a l s 

t o o t h e r f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s . We were prepared t o do t h i s i n the 

i n t e r e s t s of the r u l e o f law, and we would l i k e t o see o t h e r 

c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g the R e p u b l i c , a c t i n g s i m i l a r l y . The B r i t i s h 
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Government knew t h a t the I r i s h Government had c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

d i f f i c u l t i e s over e x t r a d i t i o n . She understood, f o r example, 

t h a t the EEC Agreement r e l a t i n g t o the European Convention on 

the Suppression o f T e r r o r i s m c o n t a i n e d a s p e c i a l accommodation 

f o r the R e p u b l i c by which i  t would have no o b l i g a t i o n t o 

e x t r a d i t e but which would impose an o b l i g a t i o n t o c o n s i d e r 

the p r o s e c u t i o n o f those whom i t d i d not e x t r a d i t e . T h i s 

made i t a l l the more imp o r t a n t t h a t when the I r i s h Government 

d i d undertake such p r o s e c u t i o n s i t d i d so w i t h the best p o s s i b l e 

chance of s e c u r i n g c o n v i c t i o n s . The key t o g e t t i n g evidence 

on which c o n v i c t i o n s would be o b t a i n e d t u r n e d very o f t e n i n 

t e r r o r i s t c a s e s o n t r a n s l a t i n g i n t e l l i g e n c e i n t o e vidence t h a t 

would s t a n d up i n c o u r t . The RUC f e l t very s t r o n g l y t h a t t h i s 

p r o c e s s would be helped enormously i f they were a l l o w e d t o 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n the Garda's i n t e r r o g a t i o n o f s u s p e c t e d t e r r o r i s t s 

who were q u e s t i o n e d i n the R e p u b l i c about i n c i d e n t s i n No r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d . However much i n f o r m a t i o n the RUC gave the Garda about 

a p a r t i c u l a r s u s p e c t , i n t e r r o g a t i o n was more l i k e l y t o have 

a s u c c e s s f u l outcome i f those c o n d u c t i n g i t i n c l u d e d p o l i c e 

o f f i c e r s w i t h f i r s t hand knowledge o f the case. The B r i t i s h 

Government would t h e r e f o r e l i k e t o see RUC o f f i c e r s a l l o w e d t o 

i n t e r v i e w , i n Garda s t a t i o n s and i n the presence o f Garda o f f i c e r s , 

persons s u s p e c t e d of t e r r o r i s t o f f e n c e s i n the No r t h . We were 

ready t o p r o v i d e the same f a c i l i t i e s f o r the Garda i n No r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d . T h i s measure would make a r e a l i t y of the 1976 e x t r a ­

t e r r i t o r i a l l e g i s l a t i o n . 


Mr. Lynch s a i d t h a t e x t r a d i t i o n r a i s e d d i f f i c u l t c o n s i t u t i o n a l 

problems f o r the I r i s h Government. E x t r a d i t i o n was a j u d i c i a l 

p r o c e s s which had never been i n t e n d e d t o appl y t o people who were 

s i m p l y s u s p e c t e d o f o f f e n c e s and who were wanted f o r i n t e r r o g a t i o n . 

Moreover, a number of o t h e r European c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g F rance, 

Denmark and Belgium,never e x t r a d i t e d t h e i r own n a t i o n a l s . As 

regards the p r o p o s a l t h a t the RUC s h o u l d p a r t i c i p a t e d i r e c t l y 

i n the Garda's i n t e r r o g a t i o n of su s p e c t e d t e r r o r i s t s h e l d i n the 

R e p u b l i c , he was a d v i s e d t h a t t h i s c o u l d be c o u n t e r - p r o d u c t i v e . 

The Garda f e l t t h a t such a p r a c t i c e might very w e l l alienate, the 

l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n and j e o p a r d i s e t h e i r r e a d i n e s s to s u p p l y i n t e l l i g e n c e 

to the Garda: t h i s was p a r t i c u l a r l y t r u e i n the r a t h e r s p e c i a l 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t a f f e c t e d the a r e a a few m i l e s s o u t h o f the 
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border w i t h Northern I r e l a n d . . Moreover, the s t a t i o n i n which 

i n t e r r o g a t i o n took p l a c e might w e l l be a t a r g e t f o r t e r r o r i s t 

a c t i o n , and t h e r e would t h e r e f o r e be a p h y s i c a l r i s k t o the 

Garda and RUC o f f i c e r s i n v o l v e d . A f u r t h e r problem about t h i s 

p r o p o s a l was t h a t t h e r e was a very r e a l r i s k , i n the view of 

h i s A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l , t h a t the c o u r t s i n the R e p u b l i c would 

ex c l u d e as i n a d m i s s i b l e a c o n f e s s i o n which was o b t a i n e d by 

i n t e r r o g a t i o n f o r which an RUC o f f i c e r had been p r e s e n t . T h i s 

might seem e x t r a o r d i n a r y but the a t t i t u d e of the I r i s h c o u r t s 

on m a t t e r s of t h i s k i n d c o u l d o n l y be d e s c r i b e d as o f f i c i o u s . 

N o n e t h e l e s s , he r e c o g n i s e d t h a t something l i k e 80% of a l l 

c o n v i c t i o n s o b t a i n e d a g a i n s t t e r r o r i s t s depended on c o n f e s s i o n s 

r e s u l t i n g from i n t e r r o g a t i o n and he was t h e r e f o r e p r e p a r e d t o 

look f u r t h e r at the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s p r o p o s a l . 


(b) Garda A n t i - t e r r o r i s t Squad 

The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t e a r l i e r t h i s year the Garda 


had deployed to the border a s p e c i a l a n t i - t e r r o r i s t squad 

which the RUC thought had been h i g h l y s u c c e s s f u l . U n f o r t u n a t e l y 


short 

i t seemed t h a t the u n i t had been disbanded a f t e r a/time. She 

would l i k e t o suggest t h a t i t s h o u l d be r e v i v e d . 


Mr. Lynch s a i d t h a t he was not aware of any major change 

i n the deployment of the Garda a l o n g the b o r d e r , though i  t was 

t r u e t h a t i n o r d e r t o combat the r i s e i n crime g e n e r a l l y and 

i n p a r t i c u l a r i n IRA bank r a i d s elsewhere i n the R e p u b l i c some 

p o l i c e had been withdrawn from the border where i  t was thought 

t h a t t h i s would not be d e t r i m e n t a l t o s e c u r i t y . He was ready 

t o c o n s i d e r whether a squad of the k i n d the Prime M i n i s t e r had 

d e s c r i b e d s h o u l d be used a l o n g the border. Mr. N a l l y added t h a t 

he understood t h a t the s p e c i a l u n i t had been disbanded because 

the Garda had concluded t h a t i t was l e s s e f f e c t i v e than l o c a l 

f o r c e s u s i n g l o c a l knowledge. 
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(c ) Garda and RUC l i a i s o n o f f i c e r s 

The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t c o - o p e r a t i o n between the RUC 


and the Garda would be much improved i f a Garda l i a i s o n o f f i c e r 

was a t t a c h e d t o the RUC's headquarters and s i m i l a r l y t h e r e was 

an RUC o f f i c e r at Garda h e a d q u a r t e r s . 


Mr. Lynch s a i d t h a t a j o i n t RUC/Garda Committee had been 

s e t up at Deputy C h i e f C o n s t a b l e l e v e l i n 1974 and these 

l i a i s o n arrangements were s t i l  l w o r k i n g . I t might be t h a t t h e r e 

was a need f o r some s t r e n g t h e n i n g of these l i n k s . 


(d ) H e l i c o p t e r o v e r f l i g h t s 

The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t s u g g e s t i o n s had appeared 


i n the p r e s s t h a t the B r i t i s h s e c u r i t y f o r c e s s h o u l d have the 

r i g h t of hot p u r s u i t i n t o the R e p u b l i c . There was a misunder­

s t a n d i n g about t h i s . What the B r i t i s h Government would l i k e 

t o propose was t h a t B r i t i s h h e l i c o p t e r s s h o u l d have s t a n d i n g 

a u t h o r i t y to o v e r f l y the R e p u b l i c t o a depth of 10-15 k i l o m e t e r s 

i n o r d e r t o lo o k f o r t e r r o r i s t s . We were not p r o p o s i n g t h a t 

B r i t i s h t r o o p s o r p o l i c e s h o u l d c r o s s the border on the ground, 

but a measure of the k i n d she had d e s c r i b e d would do much t o 

st o p the PIRA t h i n k i n g t h a t they had a s a f e haven a c r o s s the 

border. I t might be p o s s i b l e f o r i n f o r m a t i o n from the h e l i ­

c o p t e r s to be t r a n s m i t t e d d i r e c t t o the Garda and the I r i s h 

army, i n s t e a d of r e l a y i n g i t to them v i a the RUC: t h i s might 

save a good d e a l of time. 


Mr. Lynch s a i d t h a t i t very r a r e l y happened t h a t the 

B r i t i s h s e c u r i t y f o r c e s pursued s u s p e c t e d t e r r o r i s t s t o the 

border and then saw them escape. As re g a r d s the o v e r f l i g h t 

o f h e l i c o p t e r s , the I r i s h a u t h o r i t i e s a l r e a d y gave a u t o m a t i c 

a p p r o v a l f o r advance r e q u e s t s f o r p e r m i s s i o n f o r B r i t i s h 

h e l i c o p t e r s t o o v e r f l y I r i s h t e r r i t o r y , even though t h i s was 

a p o l i t i c a l l y s e n s i t i v e m a t t e r . He would c o n s i d e r the Prime 

M i n i s t e r ' s p r o p o s a l t o see whether i t would be e f f e c t i v e i n 

i t s o p e r a t i o n . 


/ (e) 
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(e) C o - o p e r a t i o n between the B r i t i s h and I r i s h armies 

The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t t h e r e would be much to be 


gained i  f t h e r e was c o - o p e r a t i o n between the armies of the two 

c o u n t r i e s on the border t o match the c o - o p e r a t i o n between the 

RUC and the Garda. 


Mr. Lynch s a i d t h a t he thought t h a t t h e r e might be 

d i f f i c u l t i e s about t h i s p r o p o s a l . The I r i s h army o p e r a t e d i n 

the R e p u b l i c i n a i d of the c i v i l power and they worked 

through the Garda. In any case, he understood t h a t the RUC 

were s e n s i t i v e about d i r e c t c o - o p e r a t i o n between the two armies 

and t h a t they p r e f e r r e d t o be the s o l e channel between the 

s e c u r i t y f o r c e s on e i t h e r s i d e of the border. 


The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t i  t was important t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d 

be a very e a r l y f o l l o w - u p t o the p r o p o s a l s which she had put t o Mr. Lynch 

and which he had agreed t o c o n s i d e r . She t h e r e f o r e suggested t h a t 

the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d s h o u l d meet the I r i s h 

M i n i s t e r f o r J u s t i c e , Mr. C o l l i n s , t o g e t h e r w i t h the RUC C h i e f C o n s t a b l e 

and the Garda Commissioner, i n the next two t o t h r e e weeks t o monitor 

p r o g r e s s . Mr. Lynch s a i d t h a t he saw the I r i s h M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n 

A f f a i r s , Mr. O'Kennedy, as the main c o u n t e r p a r t of the S e c r e t a r y of 

S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , though i t was o f t e n d e s i r a b l e f o r Mr. C o l l i n s 

t o be present when Mr. O'Kennedy and Mr. A t k i n s met. There was a r i s k 

t h a t i f o n l y Mr. C o l l i n s saw the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e t h i s would be 

i n t e r p r e t e d i n the R e p u b l i c t h a t the I r i s h Government was a c c e p t i n g 

t h a t i t s s e c u r i t y arrangements were i n some way d e f i c i e n t . He was, 

however, ready t o agree t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d be an e a r l y meeting between 

the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e , Mr. O'Kennedy and Mr. C o l l i n s . 


Mr. Lynch went on t o say t h a t t h e r e were two f u r t h e r p r a c t i c a l 

s t e p s which he thought would h e l p t o improve the s e c u r i t y s i t u a t i o n . 

F i r s t , the B r i t i s h s e c u r i t y f o r c e s f r e q u e n t l y d e s c r i b e d the PIRA as 

h i g h l y p r o f e s s i o n a l and i t s weapons as s o p h i s t i c a t e d . Such e p i t h e t s 

o n l y enhanced the IRA's image i n c e r t a i n q u a r t e r s and even helped them 

to r e c r u i t new members. There was much to be s a i d f o r not u s i n g such 

terms and i n s t e a d f o r p l a y i n g down the PIRA's c a p a b i l i t i e s . Second, 

the B r i t i s h s e c u r i t y a u t h o r i t i e s p e r s i s t e n t l y complained p u b l i c l y about 

what they saw as I r i s h i n e p t i t u d e i n d e a l i n g w i t h the PIRA. Such 
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c r i t i c i s m was c o u n t e r - p r o d u c t i v e and s h o u l d be stopped. The Prime M i n i s t e r 

s a i d t h a t she agreed t h a t we s h o u l d not boost the PIRA's morale unneces­

s a r i l y and she would draw the a t t e n t i o n of the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r 

N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d t o what Mr. Lynch had s a i d about the terms i n which the 

PIRA was d e s c r i b e d . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she would l i k e t o b r i n g t o Mr. Lynch's 

n o t i c e an i n t e r v i e w by a Mr. P e t e r McMullen, a former member of the PIRA, 

which was r e p o r t e d i n today's D a i l y M a i l and D a i l y M i r r o r . McMullen 

had g i v e n d e t a i l s of how shipments of arms f o r the IRA were moved from 

the U n i t e d S t a t e s through the R e p u b l i c and i n t o N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . She 

d i d not know how much t r u t h t h e r e was i n McMullen's a l l e g a t i o n s . The 

B r i t i s h Government was d o i n g a l l i t c o u l d t o prevent arms r e a c h i n g the 

PIRA i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d and she assumed t h a t the I r i s h Government was 

d o i n g the same. Mr. Lynch s a i d t h a t i  t was p o s s i b l e t h a t the PIRA 

brought arms i n t o the R e p u b l i c i n c o n t a i n e r s , but c o n t a i n e r t r a f f i c was 

so s u b s t a n t i a l t h a t i t c o u l d not a l  l be checked by the customs and so 

some arms might get through. 


The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t the B r i t i s h Government would c o n t i n u e 

t o s t r a i n t o f i n d a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t o the N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d problem. 

But we had no r a b b i t s ready t o p u l l out of our hat, and g i v e n how l o n g 

the problem had e x i s t e d , t h i s was not s u r p r i s i n g . I t would h e l p enormously 

i f people would s t o p t a l k i n g about the t o t a l u n i t y of I r e l a n d . A m a j o r i t y 

of the p o p u l a t i o n of the S i x C o u n t i e s had voted t o remain p a r t of the UK. 

There was n o t h i n g she c o u l d do about y e s t e r d a y : she was concerned w i t h 

p r a c t i c a l s t e p s f o r tomorrow. In any case i t was out of the q u e s t i o n t h a t 

a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n c o u l d be found t h a t would s a t i s f y the t e r r o r i s t s 

who were as much d e d i c a t e d t o the d e s t r u c t i o n of the R e p u b l i c ' s e x i s t i n g 

forms of government as t o the overthrow of N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d ' s p o l i t i c a l 

s t r u c t u r e . She hoped t h a t as the B r i t i s h Government e x p l o r e d the 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r p o l i t i c a l movement i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , Mr. Lynch would 

e x e r t p o s i t i v e l y any i n f l u e n c e he had w i t h the l o c a l p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . 

When we were ready to come forw a r d w i t h a p o l i t i c a l i n i t i a t i v e , we would 

wish t o d i s c u s s i t w i t h him. 


Mr. Lynch s a i d t h a t he knew f u l l w e l l the d i f f i c u l t y of p r o d u c i n g 

an i n i t i a t i v e at any time t h a t would g a i n the support of both communities 

i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . That d i f f i c u l t y was perhaps even g r e a t e r at the 

moment than i  t had been i n the r e c e n t p a s t . N o n e t h e l e s s , he b e l i e v e d 

t h a t the cause of the p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d had t o be 

t a c k l e d , and t h i s r e q u i r e d a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n . He b e l i e v e d t h a t the 

two Governments s h o u l d work t o g e t h e r i f tbe_ B r i t i s h i n i t i a t i v e 
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when i t was ready, was not t o f a i l . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r proposed t h a t at the p l e n a r y meeting she s h o u l d 

summarise the p r o p o s a l s t h a t she had put f o r w a r d and t h a t Mr. Lynch 

s h o u l d d e s c r i b e b r i e f l y h i s r e a c t i o n s . The meeting might then u s e f u l l y 

c o n s i d e r how the p r o p o s a l s s h o u l d be f o l l o w e d up. T h i s was a l l - i m p o r t a n t 

s i n c e both Governments would be judged p u b l i c l y by what they d i d about 

im p r o v i n g t h e i r a b i l i t y t o f i g h t t e r r o r i s m and not by what they s a i d . 

Mr. Lynch agreed w i t h the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s p r o p o s a l s f o r h a n d l i n g the 

p l e n a r y meeting. He d i d not b e l i e v e the d e t a i l s of the measures t o be 

taken to improve s e c u r i t y s h o u l d be d i s c l o s e d i n p u b l i c , and t h i s was 

the l i n e t h a t he i n t e n d e d t o take at the p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e he was h o l d i n g 

l a t e r t h a t day. The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t i t would n o n e t h e l e s s be 

necessary t o make c l e a r t h a t c o n c r e t e a c t i o n was b e i n g t a k e n . 


5 September 1979 
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