10 DOWNING STREET

31st January 1980

lee. 01,

Address to the 1922 Committee - Thursday 31st January 1980

at 6 pm in Committee Room 14

Edward Du Cann, who will be in the Chair at tonight's meeting,
had a word with me in the Lobby last evening.

He offered these thoughts for your speech, which I pass on for
what they are worth:-

Some of our new Members are a bit anxious when they receive

letters of complaint about Government policy and this is

weakening their resolve. Though all Members of Parliament

ought to be sensitive to public opinion, the truth is that there

is no realistic alternative to the policies on which the Government
has embarked and we are determined to see these policies through.

There was a failure to explain adequately the reasons for the
increase in gas prices.

There is a growing feeling in the country and among important
sections of the Parliamentary Party that the Employment Bill,

in its present form, will not be adequate. In that connection,
I remind you of what Jim Prior said during the Second Reading
Debate on the Employment Bill on 17th December 1979.

"We are continuing with our review of the general law on trade
union immunities. Last Thursday the House of Lords gave its
judgement in the case of Express Newspapers v. McShane,

This case raised issues of central importance to our review.
We are now considering their Lordships judgement carefully.

We shall take whatever action seems necessary in the light of
that judgement and bring it before the House in due course."

In this connection I refer to my seperate letter, and will
be sending over to you as soon as possible Hansard for the
Committee Stage, when according to John MacGregor, Jim Prior
went further than he had done on 17th December.
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The Party has been subject to very considerable criticism
over the so-called cuts. In fact, our November White Paper

on public spending for 1980-81 showed that planned spending
for the coming financial year would,>in-total, be very
slightly higher than the total for the current year.

We have had criticism, without real cuts, If we are going

to have the criticism we may as well have real cuts. Further
reductions in planned public spending for the coming year

are essential if we are to reduce the PSBR and get interest
rates down.

Generally you should know that there is some unease on our
back benches (Angus has come in for particular criticism).
That unease is in no way directed at the Prime Minister.
Her standing and reputation in the Parliamentary Party
have never been higher. She has been abselusety
absolutely marvellous about being in the House and there is
a genuine feeling of warmth and affection for her. Her
performances at Question Time have been outstanding.

I confirm that I will come to Central Office at 5.30 pm today.
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Tan Gow MP
Parliamentary Private Secretary

The Rt Hon the Lord Thorneycroft CH
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