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You asked me by telephone yesterday if we could provide details

of Community legislation in force in the United Kingdom and of

how many civil servants were required to administer 1it.

u//-' Legislation
“JOY', O'T No centralised list of Community legislation in force in the
///’T' " UK exists. To produce one would be a major exercise involving

V a trawl of all Government Departments.
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For 1978 alone, the Official Journal Index lists over 3000
S o=
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Directives, Decisions, etc (which are binding if addressed to
#ﬂ
us). These instruments vary greatly in importance, scope and

Regulations (which are binding on the UK) and over 1000
w—

duration, e.g. from weekly cereal levies to a permanent common

' | market organisation for milk.

Implementation

Again, no centralised record is kept of numbers of civil servants
required to implement Community legislation. The CSD have
maintained in Parliament that it is not feasible to record this
information and that, even if it were, the cost of doing so

would be excessive.

It might be practicable to carry out an interdepartmental trawl
)<' to estimate the proportion of total civil servants' time in

each Department which is spent on Community work. But the

/result
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result would almost certainly be misleading since, in many
cases, Community legislation has replaced our own (e.g. in the
field of agricultural support), and thus the dividing lines
between Community work (both policy and administrative) and

domestic can be hazy.

The methods of implementation (and therefore the manpower
implementation costs) vary widely: some legislation is directly
applicable, some requires a Statutory Instrument (normally
Order in Council or Regulation), and some is enforced by simple

administrative action.

I am sending a copy of this letter to David Wright in the
Cabinet Office.
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