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LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMME 19 7 9 - 8 0 : PROGRESS WITH B I L L S 


I e m p h a s i s e d  i n C a b i n e t t h i s m o r n i n g t h e n e e d t o make r a p i d 

p r o g r e s s w i t h t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f l e g i s l a t i o n so t h a t as many as 

p o s s i b l e o f t h e s e s s i o n ' s m a j o r b i l l s w i l l be r e a d y f o r i n t r o ­

d u c t i o n as so o n as P a r l i a m e n t r e t u r n s f r o m t h e l o n g r e c e s s . 


The p r e s e n t t a r g e t s m ust n o t be a l l o w e d t o s l i p . As y o u 

r e m i n d e d us t h i s m o r n i n g , a l l o u r more s u b s t a n t i a l b i l l s m ust 

r e a c h t h e L o r d s no l a t e r t h a n t h e W h i t s u n r e c e s s i f we a r e t o 

r e l y on g e t t i n g t h e m t h r o u g h , and some w i l l n e e d t o h a v e p a s s e d 

a l l t h e i r s t a g e s b e f o r e t h e end o f t h e f i n a n c i a l y e a r . Most o f 

t h e b i l l s a r e c e n t r a l t o o u r e c o n o m i c p o l i c i e s o r e s s e n t i a l f o r 

o t h e r r e a s o n s , and t h e r e a r e v e r y f e w t o w h i c h we a r e n o t a l r e a d y 

p u b l i c l y c o m m i t t e d . 


C o l l e a g u e s must t h e r e f o r e e n s u r e t h a t w o r k on t h e p r e p a r a t i o n 

o f b i l l s i s p r e s s e d f o r w a r d d u r i n g t h e r e c e s s , a nd t h a t t h o s e b i l l s 

w h i c h have b e e n p r o m i s e d f o r O c t o b e r a n d e a r l y November a r e b r o u g h t 

t o L e g i s l a t i o n C o m m i t t e e  i n good. t i m e . 


I f i n t r o d u c t i o n d a t e s p r o v e t o be a t r i s k , i t may be n e c e s s a r y 

t o r e d u c e t h e s c o p e o f b i l l s t o e n s u r e t h a t d a t e s c a n s t i l  l be 

met; b u t we s h o u l d n o t r e l y o n amendments  i n C o m m i t t e e t o 

c o r r e c t o m i s s i o n s o r m i s t a k e s . 


/ C o l l e a g u e s 
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C o l l e a g u e s s h o u l d immediate ly in form you, as Chairman of 

L e g i s l a t i o n Committee, i f any r i s k appears so t h a t you can c o n s i d e r 

w i t h the L e a d e r s of both Houses and the C h i e f Whips the e f f e c t 

on the P a r l i a m e n t a r y t i m e t a b l e and on the programme as a whole . 

I am copying t h i s minute to o t h e r members of the C a b i n e t , 

to the At torney G e n e r a l , the M i n i s t e r of T r a n s p o r t and the C h i e f 

Whips i n both Houses , and to F i r s t P a r l i a m e n t a r y C o u n s e l and 

S i r John Hunt. 
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