From: The Rt. Hon, Sir Geoffrey Howe, QC MP

i

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA OAA

25th Qetober, 189756

T shall not be at this afternoon’s meeting of the
Steering Committee because I am due to speak in the
Walsall By-Electlon.

This letter is, therefore, intended to express my
general agreement wlth the proposals contained 1in the
note submltted by Angus and yourselfl.

on paragraph 8{a) you will receive my separate note
about the need for Kenmeth Baker's group to return, as a
matter of ﬁfgency,.fﬂ the subject of public sector pepsians.
In addition, you will remember that he and Douglas Hurd are
considering, for the Economlc Reconstruetion Group, the

relevance (not least To paragraph (c)iil of your note) of
the Gerwan experience with concerted action.

T have also mentloned in a separate note my view that
it is urgent for Patrick Jenkin now to take a lead 1n the
establishment of a group on tax credlt on which the Treasury
team is anxlous to be represented. IC 1s my own view that we
mist continue to make use ol the good-will now built up for
this particular appreoach but that we should probably need ta
proceed. towards its implementation only on a step-by-step basis -
hence the need for working out the metheod. -

at too {paragraph 8{e) require urgent study under Tim
Raison' s leadership along the 2lines that you and I have discussed
with him.

T regard law and order {paragraph 8(J]} as anather areg

where we need to sharpen up our a ch. Today's report by
Ted Gardner's Committee 3EEnEs the way.
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tlearly I endorse what you say 1ln Paragraph _l1 about
the value of private enterprise pollicy work, not least as
a means for encouraging the attention of some of those who
are ctherwise o be found in the "awkward squad”. Willle
Whitelaw knows my thinking about thils,

My final polnt ls to emphasise the need to he con-
tinuously developing the public and pellitlcal presentation
of the six or seven main points of policy, placing
increasing emphasis on the need to divide unlon leaders
from the great mass of their supporters who should be our
OWI.

T am sending & copy cof thls toe Margaret Thatcher,
Willie Whiltelaw and Angus Maude.

The R:t. Hon. Sir Xelth JosephrBE..M.P.




