
PRIME MINISTER 


AUSTRALIA 


I
 have not b o t h e r e d you w i t h t h i s up to now because you have 


had enough t o t h i n k about. But we have been h a v i n g problems w i t h 


Mr. F r a s e r o ver the j o i n t communique which the A u s t r a l i a n s v/ould 


l i k e t o put out a t the end o f y o u r v i s i t t o C a n b e r r a . To c u t a 


l o n g s t o r y s h o r t , the A u s t r a l i a n s have been p r e s s i n g f o r a v e r y 


l o n g (24 p a r a g r a p h s ) document c o v e r i n g a wide range o f s u b j e c t s . 


We have t o l d them t h a t t h i s i s not the k i n d o f statement which 


you had e n v i s a g e d to mark a s h o r t i n f o r m a l v i s i t but you w i l l 


see from the a t t a c h e d t e l e g r a m t h a t i t i s p r o v i n g d i f f i c u l t t o 


a c h i e v e as much s h r i n k a g e i n the d r a f t as we would l i k e . 


S i r Donald T e b b i t and the FCO t h e r e f o r e suggest t h a t you 


might send a message to Mr. F r a s e r s t r a i g h t a w a y i n the f o l l o w i n g 


terms: 


" I am much l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o our t a l k s o v e r the 


weekend. I am s u r e t h a t t h e s e w i l l be e x t r e m e l y 


thorough and v a l u a b l e to us b o t h . However, the 


j o i n t s tatement as a t p r e s e n t d r a f t e d by o f f i c i a l s 


i s l o n g e r and more d e t a i l e d t h a n I had i n mind. I 


hope your o f f i c i a l s and S i r Donald T e b b i t can 


d i s c u s s a d r a f t i n s h o r t and g e n e r a l terms. T h i s 


v/ould e n able us t o devote more o f the l i m i t e d time 


a v a i l a b l e t o the s u b s t a n c e o f our d i s c u s s i o n s . 


Warm r e g a r d s , 


M a r g a r e t T h a t c h e r 1 1 

Do you agree t o a message i n these terms? 


29 June 1979 



