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C O N F I D E N T I A L 

M R . W H l W O R E 

Suez R e c o r d s 

U n d e r the 30 Y e a r R u l e the o f f i c i a l p a p e r s relating to the Suez af fa ir 

w i l l be due for r e l e a s e to the P u b l i c R e c o r d Off i ce i n 1986. 

2. T h e r e a r e , as you w i l l i m a g i n e , a v e r y l a r g e n u m b e r of them i n the 

W h i t e h a l l a r c h i v e s , and m a n y of them a r e s t i l l v e r y senat ive . B e f o r e 1986 

they w i l l have to be r e v i e w e d , and d e c i s i o n s w i l l have to be taken about which 

p a p e r s can and cannot be r e l e a s e d to the P u b l i c R e c o r d Of f i ce at that date. 

T h e r e v i e w w i l l take some t i m e , and the M i n i s t r y of Defence - the D e p a r t m e n t 

p r i n c i p a l l y c o n c e r n e d - w i l l want to put the r e v i e w i n hand soon, so as to make 

sure that r e l e a s e i s not d e l a y e d when the t i m e c o m e s i n 1986. 

3. T h e M i n i s t r y of Defence p a p e r s on Suez have , s ince 1963, been kept 

u n d e r a s p e c i a l e m b a r g o wi th in the M i n i s t r y w h i c h has p r e v e n t e d them f r o m 

be ing a v a i l a b l e for study o r r e f e r e n c e . T h i s e m b a r g o was i m p o s e d by the 

then P r i m e M i n i s t e r , M r . H a r o l d M a c m i l l a n , fo l lowing an a t tempt by the 

then C h i e f of the Defence Staff, L o r d Mountbat ten of B u r m a , to have them 

m a d e a v a i l a b l e for a study of the Suez c a m p a i g n by the Jo in t S e r v i c e s Staff 

^olle^ge. T h i s e m b a r g o w i l l need to be l i f t ed , i f the r e v i e w of the p a p e r s 

with a view to r e l e a s e to the P R  O i s to be s tar ted ; a n d , as the e m b a r g o was 

i m p o s e d by a P r i m e M i n i s t e r i t can be l i f ted on ly by his s u c c e s s o r . 

4. W h e n the e m b a r g o was i m p o s e d , the events of Suez w e r e only 7 y e a r s 

away , and m a n y of those d i r e c t l y c o n c e r n e d w e r e s t i l l ac t ive i n p u b l i c l i f e . 

It i s now o v e r 20 y e a r s s ince the Suez a f f a i r : a l m o s t a l l of those d i r e c t l y 

c o n c e r n e d at s e n i o r l e v e l a r e out of p u b l i c l i f e , and m a n y a r e no l o n g e r l i v i n g . 

It s e e m s to me to be not u n r e a s o n a b l e to l i f t the M a c m i l l a n e m b a r g o to the 

extent r e q u i r e d to enable the M i n i s t r y of Defence to r e v i e w the p a p e r s and to 

d i v i d e w l u j j i can be r e l e a s e d i n 1986 and w h i c h m u s t be he ld for a l o n g e r 

petfiod. I think, h o w e v e r , the p a p e r s should not be made a v a i l a b l e f o r other 

p u r p o s e s of study o r r e f e r e n c e before 1986. 

5. I should be gra te fu l for the P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s a u t h o r i t y to l i f t the 

e m b a r g o to that extent. 
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